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Gal. vi. 14. 


GoD FORBID. THAT I sHoulD GLoRY, SAVE IN 
THE Cross or our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 
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} * To Man the bleeding Croſs has promis'd all; 
The bleeding Croſs has ſworn eternal Grace; 
Who gave his Life, what Gift can he wit hhold ny 
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OU have here the Sum of my Sentiments 
and Preaching, with reference to, what ap- 
pears to me, the moſt material Point in the Uni- 
verſe rightly to underſtand and know; I mean 
THE TRUTH As IT 1s IN JESUS, How TI 
have been led to think ſo, you ſhall be made ae- 
quainted in few Words, 


About the Fourteenth Year of my Age, my 
Heart was deeply troubled, and ſighed to Go p 
in ſecret Places, for that Peace which the World 
cannot give, My Kindred and Acquaintance were 
amazed ; they pitied, and were aſtoniſhed at, my 


. penſive, ſilent Sadneſs ; the very Reverſe of my 


Complexion, which had been, till then, remark- 
ably chearful and ſprightly. They did not under- 
ſtand the Cauſe, and imputed it therefore to a Spe- 
cies of Melancholy, which ſome were apprehen- 
ſive might end in Inſanity or Death, The uſual 
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Helps, in ſuch Caſes, were called to my Aſſiſt- 
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ance; but were rejected as officious and utterly 
" vain, 


The ſilent Night, and ſolitary Shades, were 
Witneſſes to the Sighs and Complaints of my diſ- 
conſolate Mind. I had no one near me, to whom 
J could unboſom myſelf, who did not rather 
aggravate, than mitigate my Sorrow, I was ap- 
prehenſive of Dying, and dreaded the Conſequence; 
for I felt I had not that Faith which giveth us the 
Victory over Death. Deaf to Soothings, Threat- 
nings, and Intreaties, my Soul purſued its Object, 
and obſtinately refuſed to be diverted therefrom, 
by the falſe and unequal Expedients that were 
propoſed, My Anſwer was to this Effect, . O, 
ſuffer me to be quiet : You know not the Pain 


you give me.“ 


Secret Prayer, and Reading the holy Scriptures, 
were my only Relief, and piincipal Employment. 
I was thoughtful, ſilent, abſtracted, and dead to 
thoſe trifling Amuſements, which had been the 
Delight of my more diflipated Youth, The Re- 
liſh for them was utterly gone. My School-fel- 
lows purſued their accuſtomed Track, and deem- 
ed me, no longer of their Party, a loſt Companion; 
a Change which they knew not how to account 
for. I, mean-while, roamed alone about the 
Fields, or kept myſelf ſhut in, in my Chamber, 

n 
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The divine Providence threw in my Way, at 
length, a few who underſtood my Caſe ; and who, 
while they tenderly ſympathized with, rejoiced 
likewiſe over me: Believing, as one ſaid, aſſuredly, 
that this Night would end in joyous Day. TheRe- 
lief I wanted, it was now ſhewed me, more clearly: 
than ever, was no other than — Redemption, con- 
ſcious Redemption, in the Blood of CHRIST, the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


I ſought after, and, by the divine Favour, found 
out a few Perſons who took Knowledge that they 
alſo needed this Grft of GOD. We met daily, 
and poured out our Souls to HI in Prayer, We 
read the Scriptures together, and encouraged each 
other to follow on, to know the Lord. 


He viſited my Heart at Midnight, in my Cham- 


ber. My Soul was lightened of its Load! A 


Flood of Tears guſhed from my Eyes; but the 


_ Senſations that occaſioned them, were widely dif- 
ferent from thoſe which uſed to produce them 


formerly. Joy, ſweet, ſilent, tranquil Joy, over- 
flowed my whole Soul. I ſaid, Lord, What is 


this? Who am I? What haſt thou done for 


me?” I could ſay no more ! but fell proſtrate, 


in Aſtoniſhment and Love. 1 wiſhed, intenſely, 


deſired, to go ſtreight to HIM. 


In chat Inſtant it occurred, that T ſhould ſpeak 
of Him to others, Juſt then, indeed, I could 
ö A 3 have 
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have gone, I thought, over the whole Earth, 
without the leaſt Apprehenſion of Conſequences, 
to make mention of the Loving-kindneſs of God 
my Saviour, I weakly wiſhed, if it were poſſible, 
thenceforth to live without Food or Sleep, that I 
might have no Interruption to my ſerious, hea- 
venly Pleaſures; and that I might have the more 

83 Time to be forth the Praiſes of Him who had 1 
_ turned my Heavineſs into Foy, and called me out of 
n into his marvellous Light. 


| | 1 mesh not to give you here a Sketch of the 
; Life of ſo inconſiderable a Perſon, at large The 
Trials, Temptations, Exerciſes, Dejections, Con- 
. | ſolations, and various Scenes through which I 
11 have paſſed from that Period to this Day. For, 
though the whole has been of Importance to my- 
ſelf, and though for All, I do this Hour adore and 
praiſe Him; it can be of no Conſequence to any 
1 one elſe. 


About the Nineteenth Vear of my Age, I was, 
by a Series of unexpected Incidents, brought to 
ſpeak of Jesvs in Public. My Soul, however, 
ſoon ſhrunk back from the Undertaking. At 
the Inſtance, and by the Authority of ſome, whom 
1 had every poſſible reaſon to love, honour, and 
confide in, I reſumed the Work ſo ſtrongly urged 
upon me. But again I drew back. The Weight 
of the Undertaking, the important, ſolemn Light | 
in which 1 daily viewed it, more and more, = 
the 
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the Anxiety of my Mind on that Head, reduced "3 
my Body to a Skeleton; nor ſhall I ever recover * 
the Conſtitution I then loft. I could hold out 


no longer. I withdrew, and reſolyed, at all 
Events, never to preach more, 


During this Retreat, I ſpoke but little, and con- 
verſed ſcarcely with any one, My Application 
3 to Reading and Meditation was greater than ever, 
without, however, my having any Object therein, 
ſave that of redeeming the Time, and gratifying the +» 
principal and favourite Taſte of my Soul. 1 
Ty paſſed one whole Winter, and great Part of the 

| ſucceeding Spring, in this State of almoſt herme- 


: tical Retirement, | 
I At length, by a myſterious Providence, the Par-- 
75 ticulars of which it is needleſs to relate, and after 
Fe much Reſiſtance, I was, a third Time, taken from 
1d | my beloved Aſylum, a private Chamber, and ſome 
"7 | Pleaſant Fields; where I had paſſed many a ſerious, 

| ſad, and happy Day; and conſtrained to follow 
* N what appeared to be the Order of divine Provi- 
= i dence.” I again ſpoke of the Redemption that is in 


Jesvs, in Public; and continue to do ſo, as my 
little Strength admits, to the preſent Time, 


Thus, Reader, I have here ſimply delivered to 
you ſome Account of my own Soul; as in the 
DiscoursEs which follow, you have, in brief, 
the Subſtance of what I have been ſpeaking in 


94 Public, 
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Public, in various Places, with little Interruption, 
ſave what bodily Illneſs occaſioned, for Fourteen 
Years laſt paſt, 


I may be permitted to add, — The more I re- 


fc, obſerve, experience, and underſtand, the 


more thoroughly I am perſuaded of the divine Ex- 


_ cellency, and ſuperior Worth, of the Knowledge of 


CHRIST CRUCIFIED, and of the infinite Impor- 
tance of the Truth as it is in Him: And, more- 
over, that what real Happineſs this State of Frailty 


admits, proceeds, ſolely, from genuine Acquaint- 


ance and Fellowſhip with Him. HE is the true 
God, and eternal Life, 


ce The Gop of Chriſtians, is not barely the 
ſupreme: and infallible Author of Geometrical 
Truths, or of the elementary Order, and the Diſ- 
poſition of Nature: This is the Divinity of Phi- 
lafophers and Pagans. Nor barely the providen- 
tial Difpoſer of the Lives and Fortunes of Men, 
fo as to crown his Worſhippers with a long and 
bappy Series of Years: Ti.is is the Portion of + 
the Zews. But the Gop of Abraham and of Tſaac, 
the Gop of Chriſtians, is a Gop of Love and Con- 


ſolation; a Gop who poſſeſſeth the Hearts and 


Souls of his Servants, gives them an inward Feel- 


ing of their own Miſery, and of his infinite Mer- 


ey; unites Himſelf to their Spirit, repleniſhing it 
with Joy, witn Affiance and Love; and renders 
them 


7 te READER x 
them incapable of any Proſpect, any Aim but 
Himſelf. | 


The Gop of Chriſtians is a Got who makes 
the Soul perceive and know, that He is her only 
Good, and that ſhe can find Peace and Repoſe 
in Him alone; no Joy, no Delight, but in his 
Love; and who, at the ſame Time, inſpires her 
with an Abhorrence of thoſe Obſtacles and Im- 
pediments, which withhold her from loving Him 
with her whole Strength. As her two principal 
Hindrances, Self- Love and Concupiſcence, are griev- 
ous and inſupportable to her; ſo it is this gracious 
Gor, who makes her know and feel, that ſhe has 
thoſe fatal Diſtempers tooted in her Conſtitution, 
and that his Hand alone | can n expel or ſubdue 
them, 


« This is to know Gop as a Chriſtian, But to 
know Him after this manner, we muſt, at the 
ſame Time, know our own Miſery .and Unwor- 
thineſs, t tagether with the Need we. have of a 
Mediator, in order to our approaching his Pre- 
fence, or becoming united to Him. We muſt, 
by no means, ſeparate theſe Parts of Knowledge; 
becauſe each, alone, is not only unprofitable, but 
dangerous, The Knowledge of God, without 
the Knowledge of our own Miſery, is the Nurſe 
of Pride. The Knowledge of our own Miſery, 
without the Knowledge of Jesus CHRIS, is the 
Mother of Deſpair. But the true Knowledge of 

4 5 Jesus 
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 Jesvs CunisT, exempts us, alike, from Pride and 
Deſpair ; by giving us at once a Sight, not only 
of Gop, and of our Miſery, but alſo of the 
Mercy of God, in the Relief of our Miſery, 


We may have a kind of Knowledge of Gop, 
without knowing our own Miſery ; or we may 
know our own Wretchedneſs, without knowing 
Gop ; or we may know both, without being ac- 
quainted with the Means of obtaining from Gop 
the Relief of our Miſeries. But we cannot know 
JesvsCnrisT, without the Knowledge of Gop, 
of our Miſeries, and of their only Cure: In as 
much as JesUs CHRIST, is not only Gop, but 
He is Gon under this Character, The HEALER 
and REPAIRER of our Miſeries. 


Thus all they who ſeek God without Ixsus 
CHRIST, can never meet with ſuch Light in their 
Inquiries, as may afford them true Satisfaction, 
or ſolid Uſe. For either they advance not ſo far 
as to know that there really is a Gop; or if they 
do, yet they arrive hereby but at an unprofitable 
Knowledge; becauſe they frame to themſelves a 
Method of communicating with Gop, without a 
MEepiaToR, as if without a Mediator they were 
capable of knowing HIM: So that they unavoid- 
ably fall either into Atheiſm or Deiſm; Things 
which the Chriſtian Religion equally deteſts and 
abhors. 


« We 


n 
i Pp 12 a 
- N E 
* ern 
8 pe 
2 
2 24 * * 
* * 7 di wy 


T te: READ E R, x: 


&© We ought therefore wholly to direct our 
Inquiries to the Knowledge of Jzsvs CHRIST, 
and Him crucified ; becauſe it is by Him alone, 
that we can pretend to know God, in ſuch a 
Manner as ſhall be really nnn to us. 


« He alone is the true Gop to us Men; FLA 
is, to miſerable and ſinful Creatures: Hz is our 
chief Center and ſupreme Object, in reſpe@ to 
all that we can wiſh, and all that we can under- 
Rand. Whoever knows not Him, knows no- 
thing, either in the Order of the World, or in 
his own Nature and Condition, For as we know 


' Gop only by J=sus CnRIST, fo it is s by Him 


alone that we know ourſelves, 


« Without JzsUs CHRIST, Man is, of neceſ- 
fity, to be conſidered as lying in Vice, Ignorance, 
and Miſery, With Jxsus ChRIsr, Man ap- 
pears as releaſed from Vice, and redeemed from 
Miſery. In Him conſiſts all our Happineſs, and 
all our Virtue, our Life and Light, our Hope and 
Aſſurance, Out of Him, there is no Proſpect 
but of Sins and Miſeries, of Darkneſs and De- 
ſpair; nothing to be beheld by us but Obſcurity 
and Confulion, i in the divine Nature, and in our 


own.” 


I believe with a ſteady, invariable Certainty, 
that Hz, by the Blood of his Croſs, hath purchaſed 
Life and Salvation for every human Soul, who 


X11 To the READER. 

will but ſeek it; and that none are rejected from 
the Benefits of his Life and Death, who do not 
reject and refuſe to have HI, reign over, and in 
them; and that there is not, nor ever was on 
Earth, any Child of Adam born under a moral 


Neceſſity of rejecting his proffered, free, univer- 
ſal Salvation. 


with regard to theſe Diſcourſes, whoſe profeſſed 


SAy10vR, I preſume not to ſay any Thing in 
favour of the Manner in which they treat the 
& Subjeft. You will probably think, as: I really 
ö do, that it deſerves to be much bettet handled, 
more worthy its Dignity and infinite Conſequence, 
The Matter will, however, ſurvive the Heavens 
f and the Earth; and be à Subject of Admiration, 
Love, and Praiſe, to ere and Men, to all ___ 
nity. | | | 
Neither ſhall I apologize, for what may be ob- 
ſerved all. through them, That I have expreſſed 
my Sentiments, on various Occaſions, in the 
1 Words of others, preferably to my own ; becauſe 
= - they certainly better expreſs them, at leaſt pleaſe 
11 me better, than my own: And it has been indif- 
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timents were conveyed in Proſe or Poetry. 


a Time when Sickneſs had ſhut me in from other 
Employ- 
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Object is, to make known this divine, univerſal 


ferent to me, in many Places, whether ſuch Sen- 


It is now above Seven Years fince theſe Di/- 
courſes were firſt written, They were begun at 


To te READER. X11 


Employment. A ſmall Edition of them was 
printed ſoon after, and met with favourable Re- 
ception, I have in the preſent Edition, here and 
there, enlarged and added a Paragraph, though 
not exceeding, in the whole, three or four Pages, 
It is thrown into the Form of Diſcourſes, though 
they were never thus delivered from the Pulpit ; 
and are indeed too long for the Time uſually al- 
lotted to Sermons. 


For the Sake of ſome who may chooſe perhaps, 
to read them occaſionally to others, whether in 
a Family, or more publicly, I have intimated a 
kind of leſſer Diviſion of each Diſcourſe, accord- 
ing to its Length, where the Reader may ſtop ; 
and, by referring a little back, may begin again, 
without breaking the Connection, or rendering 
the Senſe defective. The Reader will find at 
ſuch reſting Places theſe Marks . 5 -*-, 


I conclude this PREFACE with an Advice of 
Biſhop Taylor, (from whoſe Life of CHRIST, much 
of what is ſaid on the Scene of our Loxp's Paſ- 
ſion, in the Firſt Diſcourſe, is taken) to which 
my Heart ſubſcribes, and of which I have not loſt 
Sight throughout the whole. 


* 


Speak but little of human Excellence, or the ſecret 
and high Things of Gd; but as much as you can of 
the Lowneſs, Humility, and Sufferings of CHRIST. 


agg ls James Morgan, 
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THE 


CRUCIFIED JESUS, &c. 


— 


DISCOURSE Tn FIRST. 
I Cox. I. 23, 24. 


M preach Chrift crucified, to the Fews a Stumbling- 


block, and to the Greeks Fookſhbneſs : But unto them 


which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chrifl 


the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of Cad. 


- 


Earth ! was the aſtoniſhed Inquiry 
of Solomon. That the high and lofty 
Ox x, who inhabiteth Eternity; the 
Father of Spirits, immenſe and eter- 
nal, ſhould be at all acceſſible by ſinful Creatures, 
is indeed Matter of Wonder and Gratitude : But 
that he ſhould put himſelf into Circumftances of 


Sight, 
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ILL COD indeed dwell upon the 


Approachment by us, become viſible to mortal 
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Sight, admit .the Children of Men to hold Inti- 
macy and holy Familiarity with him, yea, to ſeek 
and defire it; this is, beyond all Expreſſion, 
Matter of Aſtoniſhment, of Love and Praiſe. 


And yet thus in Fact it is. He was made Man 
and dwelt amongst us: His Delights. are with the 
Children of Men. I will come unto you, ſaith our 


Lord: And faith St John, Our Fellowſhip is 


with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chrisi. 
The ſame can evety true Believer in Cur18T ſay, 
in his Meaſure. Real Chriſtians enjoy an actual 
Intercourſe with the other World, and have near 
Acceſs to the inviſible God. They are acquaint- 
ed with the divine Communications of his 
Grace, in a Manner the World knoweth not of; 


and knbw in Part, by happy Experience, the 


Meaning of thoſe deep Words of ChRIST, He 
that loveth me, foall be loved of my Father; and [ 
will love bim, and will manife/t myſelf unto him. 
And in that Day (that is, when ye do thus love 
me, and I am manifeſted to you) ye hall now, 
that I am in my Father, and you in Me, and I in 
you, And again, Jeſus frid, If a Mum love me, 
he will keep my Words ; and my Father will love 
him; and we will come unto him, and make our Abode 


with him. Te 


It is a Tad Miſtake, to think that Fellowſhip 
with Jes$Vs has reafed ſince he was here in the 
Firth. Beſides Rev. i, confider As ix. and the 
familiar Inftance, chap. xxiil. 11. Alſo from 2Ximgs 
vi. 17. it appears, that thefe are many Things 


daily around us, which, if our Eyes were open, 


would preſent themfelves to us with unutterable 
y n Glor Yo 
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Glory. And if we believe an invilibte Church, 
or Heople of Gop, in every Nation; it infers 
of Tourfe, an inviſible Head, converſing with, and 
holding Communien wich theſe his Members. 


Bare human Wiſdom cannot comprehend how 
this ſhould be: For theſe things are only ſpiri- 
difoorned ; t are among thoſe experi- 
mental Things, the Chriſtian Life, which 
St Paul calls, thr drep Things of God; and which 
are then oy tray known, hen they are = 
The Things of God, faith the Apoſtle, nter 
Man, but the Spirit of G; even as the Things, 
(the Thoughts, Parpoſes, Defires) of 4 Man, 
can be known only by the Spirit of a Man; nei- 
ther by Beings above him, as Angels, nor below 
him, ſuch as the Brute- Creation. One may as 
reaſonably expect to ſee with ones Ears, or hear 
with ones Eyes, as to comprehend the Opera- 
trons of the Divine Spirit by mere natural Rea- 
ſon, unaſſiſted by bis inward Illumination and 
Grace. There muſt be ſome Proportion between 
the Object and the Inſtrument, if we would be 
acquainted with its true Nature : So it 1s even 
with reſpect to the Rug of Senſe ; but how 


much more ſo, when appli cd to the Things of 
Go 


Now the true Ground and Key of this, and 
every other neceſſary Point of a Chriftian's Know- 
ledge ; that is, whatever telatgs to our knowing, 
loving and ſerving Gop, is Yontained in the 
Crofs of Chr:/?, or JIxsus crucified. x The Wounds 
of Jxsus, faith St Ain, unlock che Myſtery 
of OUS and contain a perpetugt Spring of 
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Mercy and Divine Truth. His pierced Side is 
a ſacred Mouth, from whence his Heart ſpeaks 
more Divinity to us in dumb Eloquence, than 
the Tongues of Men or Angels,” | 


God muſt have remained eternally unknown, 
and therefore unloved by us, human Creatures, 
as having no natural Capacities to comprehend 
ſpiritual Beings, had not the only begotten Son, 
who is in the Boſom of his Father, revealed him, 
© We ſhould have known neither our true Good, 
nor real Evil; we ſhould have been a Riddle to 
ourſelves, the preſent State all Confuſion, and 
the future impenetrable Darkneſs : But the Sun 

of Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumph- 
ant Beams, has diflipated the interpoſing Cloud; 
and opened a Proſpect, more chearing than the 
Bloſſoms of Spring; more nouriſhing than the 
'T reaſures of Autumn; more enlarged than the 
Extent of the viſible Syſtem; Which leading 
the Eye of the Mind, through Fields of Grace, 
over Rivers of Righteouſneſs, and Hills crowned 
with Knowledge; terminates, at length, in the 
Heavens; ſweetly lofing itſelf in Regions of in- 
finite Blifs and endleſs Glory.” 


The Word made Fleſh, and dwelling amongst us, 
ſheweth us of the Father. He exhibits, in his 
own Perſon, what may be ſeen and known of Gop, 
in this State of Frailty and Death: He is the 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon ; the full and perfect Tranſcript of 
the living Gon. In him dwells all the Fulneſi of 
the GoDHEAD boatly, and „ all the Father ſhines 
ſubſtantially expreſfled,” Hence, ſaith Jzsvs, wy 
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that hath ſeen Me, hath ſeen the Father, And again, 


No Man can come unto the Father, but by Me: 
Neither knoweth any Man the Father, ſave the 
Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal 
him.“ And yet, | 


— © Tho' thron'd in higheſt Bliſs, 
Equal with Gop, and equally enjoying 
Gop-like Fruition, He left all to ſave 
A World from utter Loſs.” 


St Paul, to whom the Croſs of CHRIST, or 
the crucified JEsuUs, had been ſo beneficial, as to 
crucify him to the World, and the World to bim, 
(to make all the Things and Perſons in this 
World to him as Nothing, and himſelf dead to 
all worldly Cares, Purſuits, Deſires and Enjoy» 
ments,) and who therefore made it the alone 
Matter of his Glorying and Study, made it alſo 
the ſole Subject of his Preaching. He ſpeaks of 
being crucified with Chriſt, being dead with him, 
buried and riſen again. He declares he is deter- 
mined” to know nothing elſe, ſave Je$Us CHRIST, 
and him crucified. And in reality, he preached; 
as the Way of Salvation, nothing elſe. Yea, 
the whole Efea of his Preaching, was owing to 
the Power of Gon, accompanying that great 
22 CHRIST BORE OUR SINS UPON THE 

ROSS, | 


This then muſt be the true Model, whereby 
every Servant of CHRIST, ſhould form himſelf: 
And every one who would promote the ſame 
bleſſed Work with St Paul, and the other Apo- 
ſtles, muſt purſue, to the utmoſt of their r 
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the fame Meaſures. Should not they have a 
 well-digefted Compendium of the Doctrine of the 
Croſs; which is no other than the true Goſpel, 
running through all their public Diſcourſes ? So 
that whoever hears but a ſingle Sermon from 
them, may be no longer i —.— of the Way ef 
Salvation: That though a Priſon, or Baniſhment, 
ſhould deprive them of all further hearing the 
Word of the Goſpel, they may, from thence, 
be ſufficiently inſtructed to ſave their Souls; from 

a full Diſcovery of CHrIsT crucified, as the ſole 
Way to obtain Juſtification, Sanctification and 
Glory! Be this then, O Lokp, the principal 
There of the Preachiog of thy Servants, namely, 
Jesus CnrisT, humbled, after the Example of 


St John; Jesvs CHRIST, crucified, after that of 


St Paul. But more of this hereafter, 


I ſhall conſider the Words, Part by Part, in 
the Order the Apoſtle has left them, * re- 


preſent to us, in general, 


Fin, The Matter of St Paul's Preaching, and 
that of his Fellow-Labourers; namely, CHRIS 
CRUCIFIED; We preach CHRIST crucified, 


Secondly, The different Treatment their Doc- 
trine met with in the World, or the Conduct 
of Men with Reference thereto. It was, 


1ſt, To the Jews, a Stumbling-block. 

2d, To the Greeks, Foolifhneſs. But, 

za, To them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
CHRIST the PowER of Gop, and the WisDOM 
of God. 


Fir, 
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Firſt, We preach' CHRIST crucified. Ae Preach : 
The Practice of Preaching, is of very ancient 
Date. The Expreſſion, in its firſt Signification, 
means, To call upon, or to proclaim, a, Matter. 
It is commonly applied to Diſcourſes or Decla- 
mations, which relate to Religion; and in Sorip- 
ture, is equivalent with Zxhortation. This has 
been practiſed from the earlieſt Times. Not to 
ſpeak of the more than probable Cautions, Warn- 
ings and Inſtructions of Adam to his Houſhold; 
the Reproofs and Directions of righteous Abel to 
his Brother Cain : Noah, we know was a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs. He warned the antideJuvian 
World of the approaching Deluge, and its dread- 
ful Conſequences; endeavouring to deter them 
from Wickedneſs, by a faithful Repreſentation 
of God's righteous Judgments, 


Enoch, likewiſe, the ſeventh from Adam, pro- 
pheſied or preached, ſaying, ** Bebold; the Lord 
cometh with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, to 
execute Judgment upon all, and to convirice all 
that are ungodly, of all their ungodly Deeds, 
which they have ungodlily committed, and of 
all their hard Speeches which ungodly Men have 
ſpoken againſt him.“ Jude 14, 15. | | 


Abraham, to whom the Goſpel itſelf was 
preached, long before the giving of the Law, 
(Gal. iii. 8.) taught his-Children and Servants the 
Fear of JEHOVAH ; and in bis Day, made men- 
tion, no doubt, of that future Seed, promiſed 
firſt to Adam, and afterward to himſelf, in whom 


all the Families of the Earth ſhould be BLESSED. 
; Moſes, 


* 
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Moſes, was a Preacher, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of 
the Word : By him the glad Tidings was preach- 
ed to Iſrael in the Wilderneſs. David, and all 
the Prophets, were amongſt this Number, They 
ſhewed unto Jſrael their Tranſgreſſions, and to 

| the Houſe of Jacob their Sins. They proclaimed, 

Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways; for why 

will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? 


The Subject of their Preaching differed, ac- . 
cording to the then State of Things amongſt the 
Jews. They warned them of approaching Judg- 

ments, pointed out the only poſſible Means of 
Deliverance, and ſtirred up the People to the 
Obſervance of ſuch Statutes and Judgments, as 
Gop had enjoined them, They likewiſe ſaw 
the Day of CHRIST, and ſpoke of Him to all 
that waited for Redemption in /frael. Iſaiah de- 
ſcribes Him an Infant, a Gop, a Man, a Sufferer, 
in the moſt explicit Manner. He ſaw his Glory ; 
and, becauſe of the particular Diſcoveries which 
he had of his Perſon and whole Proceſs, is, by 
way of Eminence, ſtiled by one of the Fathers, 
The Evangelical Prophet. Feremiab expreſsly de- 
ſcribes Him, THE LoD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
They all referred Iſracl to the coming of that 
Zuft One, for the Completion of God's Deſigns, 
and of Man's true Happineſs. 


Laſt of all, Gop ſends and ſpeaks by CyrisT 
Himſelf, in whoſe Name, and with Reference to 
whom, all preceding Preachers had ſpoken : So, 
faith the Apoſtle : God, who at ſundry Times, and 
in divers Manners, ſpake in Time paſt to the Fathers 

| by 
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by the Prophets, hath in theſe lat Days (this laſt 
Diſpenſation of Grace; the concluding Oeco- 
nomy of Gop with Man on Earth) ſpoken unto 
us by his Son. JESUS CHRIST is The PRoPHET, 
by Way of Eminence, Deut. xviii. He ſpeaketh, 
not to the Ears alone, but preacheth inwardly to 
the Heart of all who will hear Him. The Dif- 
ference between his Teaching, and that of all 
who had been before him, was ſo remarkable, 
that his very Enemies were conſtrained to own 
it: They were aſtoniſped at his Doctrine, its di- 
vine Nature, and the Manner in which he de- 
livered it; and owned, that never Man ſpoke as 
He ſpoke : His Words, were with Power ; they 
reached the inmoſt Soul: He taught them as one 
having Authority, and not as the Scribes, Matt. vii. 
28, 29. | | 


He made Choice, firſt of Twelve, afterwards 
of Seventy Diſciples more, whom he ſent into 
the World, with Commiffion to Preach his Goſ- 
pel to every Creature. After his Aſcenſion, the 
Number was conſiderably increaſed : Thus, we 
read, that on a certain Diſperſion of the firſt 
Chriſtians, occaſioned by a ſevere Perſecution in 
Jeruſalem, they that were ſcattered abroad, went every 
where preaching the Word, Acts viii. 4. 


By this Means, the Preaching of the Goſpel 
became fully known; ſpread itſelf by Degrees; and 


. was at length propagated throughout the different 


Regions of the World. It triumphed over all 
adverſe Power; prevailed, to the Qverturning 
the Kingdom of Hell; and diffuſed its ſalutary 

Influence 
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Influence and bleſſed Effects, throughout the 
Hearts and Lives of all who received. it, 


p Now what did the Preaching of thoſe firſt Ser- 
vants of Gop conſiſt of? What was that parti- 
cular and. only Matter of their Sermons, which 
became ſo mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
"of Strong-holds, the demoliſhing Satan's King- 
dom, and eſtabliſhing the Kingdom of our! Lord 
JEsus CHRIST? It was in Reality only this 
mentioned in the Text, CyRusT CRUCIFIED. 
This was the Center to which the Apoſtles re- 


duced, and from whence. they deduced, the whole 4 
Circle of Divine Truths. CHRISTH CRUCIFIED ] 
is the Sum of the Scriptuxes: Thus he declares F 
himſelf, that the Law of Moſes, the Writings of v 
the Prophets, and the Sum of the Divine Hymns t 
contained in the Book of P/alms, referred to E 
H1M, and had their Accompliſhment in his Pro- | 2 
ceſs and Sacrifice: All which had been the Sump b 
of his Intimations, and more expreſs. Declara- pt 
tions to bis Apoſtles, while he way with them. fc 
The Sight of the Wounds, which he ſtill retained G 
in his Reſurrection Body; and which, as the laſt to 
Demonſttation, he ſhewed to his ſorrowſul Diſ- C 
ciples, at his firſt appearing. to them after his 
Paſſion, finiſhed their Faiths on this Head, and 
tranſported them into an Ecſtaſy of Joy. (Luke on 
xxiv. Z0—40.) - | of 
1 PF. : 1 0 of 
He has ever been the Object of the Church's the 
ExpeCtatien, the Matter of Glonying, 'andi Ti 
the. Theme, of her Doctrine. Before bis coming, Al 
there was an uninterrupted prophetical Tradition: the 
concerning Him, which conſtituted the Theology Vet 
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of the Synagogue 3 as ſince his coming, there is 


a teſtimonial Evidence, which is the Foundation 
of the Religion of Chriſtians. FRO 


This is, ſummarily, that Goſpel, which is the 
Power of God unto Salvation ta every one that be- 
lieveth ; the powerful Means which Gop makes 
uſe of to ſave Souls. This is the 1/i/dom of God" 
in a Myſtery, even the hidden Wiſdom, which God 
ordained before the World, unto our Glory, LR 


Let us take a more particular View of the 
apoſtolic Manner of Preaching, from the few 
| Diſcourſes of theirs, or rather Parts of Diſcourſes, 
preſerved to us in the As of the Apoſtles; and 
we ſhall find that all their Narration, and all 
their Reaſoning, terminated in this ſingle Point. 
Being well aſſured, that there is no other Name 
under Heaven whereby a Sinner can be ſaved, 
but the Name 45 the Loxp Jesvs, they, on every 
poſſible Occaſion, declared this endearing Name 
for the Remiſſion of Sins; teſtifying both to 
Great and Small, to Jets and Greeks, Repentance, 
towards Gop, and Faith in our Lord Jesus 
CHRIST, ' 


The firſt of theſe Sermans, is that by St Peter 
on the Day of Pentecaſt, mentioned in the Second, 
of the Aar. It was to a promiſcuous Multitude, 
of all Nations under Heaven. And how does 
5 the Wiſdom of Gop appear in the Apaſtle's whole 
4 Train of Reaſoning from the Old Teſtament ! 

| All referring to, and in Part accompliſhed by 
55 ſ 
* 


A 


the then Matter of the Jes Aſtoniſhment, - anc 
yet Contradiction; the pouring out of the Hol v 
of | | B GHosT 
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GHosT in ſo extraordinary a Manner. He 
winds up all at length, with theſe Words, which 
broke the Hearts of three thouſand of them.; 
Therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, 


that this JESUs, whom ye have crucified, is both | 
Loxp and ChRIs T. Now when they had heard | 
this, they were cut to the Heart, and ſaid, What 


Hall we do to be ſaved? 


gt Peter's next Sermon, which we have in the 
'Third of the A&s, is to the ſame Effet. He 


begins with a conciliatory Introduction, in which 


are introduced thoſe Names, ſo eſteemed by the 
Jews, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob The very men- 


tion of whom, reconciled them to hear with 
greater Readineſs all the Apoſtle had to ſay. He 


enters upon his grand Point at once, The Gop 


of our Fathers, hath glorified his Son IESsus, 


whom ye delivered up, and denied in the Pre- 
ſence of Pilate, when he was determined to let 
him go. But ye denied the HoLyY ONE, and 
the JusT, and deſired a Murderer to be granted 
unto you; and killed the Prince of Life, whom 
God hath raiſed from the Dead.” * 
5 N 82 123 
His Reſurrection is the Accompliſhment of the 
Promiſes made to Abraham, the Truth or Sub- 
ſtance, prefigured in Iſaac, who ſurvived his Sa- 
erifice; and the Principle of ſpiritual Genera- 
tion to all Believers, and of their Tranſlation 
into the promiſed Land, foreſhewed in the Poſ- 
terity of Jacob, who was the Head of the twelve 
ribes ; the Model of the real Children of Gop, 
the Heir and Fountain of all ſpiritual and eternal 
Jleſſings. 4 
12581 & The 
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15 A 

The Apoſtle might have had this Defigh, in 
introducing the Names of thoſe Patriarchs, and 
would inſinuate, that, however juſtly: they were 
ſamed by the Jetus, yet it ſhould not be to the 
Prejudice of that JusT Oxg, the PRINCE OF 
Lig, whom they had killed; who was greater 
than, and before Abraham ; the true Antity pe of 
J/aac, and the Bleſſer of Facob; who changed his 
Name, from the Signification of Servitude and 
Weakneſs, to that of a Prince, who had Pawer 
with Gad. The Apoſtle ' goes on, Le are the 
Children of the Covenant which Gop made with. 
our Fathers, faying unto Abraham, And in thy 
Seed ſhall all the Kindreds of the Earth be 
BLESSED,” And now he applies the whole, and 
aſſures thoſe very Murderers of the P#tWct- or 
Lies, that they were intitled to Bleſſings and 


Benefits eternal, through this ſame JESUS, whom 


they crucified; & Gop having raiſed up his Son 
JEsus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away 
every one of you from his Iniquities.” O inft- 
finite Love! O aſtoniſhing Grace]! The Fruit 
of JEsUs's Incarnation and Death! The Con- 
verſion of our Heart is the Recompence which 
he expects for his Sufferings and Blood! It is 
both the End and the Fruit of them. 


St Peter's Defence before the great Council 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem, before whom be was 
braught a Priſoner, ſeems rather intended to pub- 
liſh: his crucified Maſter, than for any Juſtifica- 
tion of his own Perſon. - Filled with the Holy - 
Ghoſt, he ſaid unto them, „Ve Rulers of the 


People, and Elders of Hrael, Be it knoiyn unto 


B 2 you , 
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you all, and to all the People of Irael, that by 
the Name of JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God raiſed from the Dead, 
even by him doth this Man (yea, every converted 
Sinner) ſtand here before you whole. This is the 
Stone which is ſet at nought of you Builders, 
which is become the Head of the Corner. Nei- 
ther is there Salvation in any other: For there is 
none other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved.” 


There is obſeryable here, not only the grand 
Topic of the Apoſtle's Preaching ; but likewiſe 
the noble Spirit of St Peter, after his Recovery 
from his Fall. He pays (as one may ſpeak) In- 
tereſt for the Debt of his former Weakneſs, b 


rendering to Gop, in Public, and before thoſe 


who have his Life in their Power, that Honour, 
of which he defrauded him in ſecret, being ter- 
riſied at the Voice of a Servant Maid. Behold 
a Heart which was lately as weak as a Reed, but 
now firm and ſtedfaſt as a Rock! 


In the Fifth Chapter of the as, we have the 
united Voice of the Apoſtles, introducing with 
great Abruptneſs and Courage the fame Subject; 
the Humiliation and glorious Exeltation of our 
Lorp Jesus CHRIST : Peter and the other Apo- 
ſtles ſaid to the enraged Council, We ought 


to obey Gop rather than Men, The Gop of 


our Fathers raifed up IE SUVs, whom ye flew and 
hung upon'a Tree, Him hath Gon exalted 
with his right Hand to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Remiſſion 
of Sins.” He was their Alpha and Omega, the 


Ast 


. 
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firſt and the laft ; He is the Procurer, the Author, 


and the Completer of every Sinner's Salvation. L 
© Jesus, effect this Work in my Heart! 


| 2 

Nor was it the Jews only whom the Apoſtles . 4 
addreſſed in this Manner, but the Greeks alſo; AZ 
only with this Difference, that to the former they. "= 
always brought in ſome Paſſage from the Old 
Teſtament ; becauſe, firſt, the Jews venerated 
the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets; and | 
therefore, notwithſtanding their Prejudices to the = 
Goſpel, were always ready to hearken to them: * 
But ſecondly, becauſe in the Goſpel-State f 
Things, the very Paſſages to which the Apoſtles 
allude, had their exact Accompliſhment : So that 
they could not but ſpead the Things which they had 
known, | 


The Gentiles, on the contrary, rejected the 
Sc#iptures ; and therefore the Apoſtles introduced 
themſelves to them in a different Manner, and 
argued from Peine iples of Reaſon and Morality, 
without ſo immediately referring to Revelation. 
But in Concluſion, the whole centers in Hr, 
Who 1s our PEACE, and who hath made both Jews 
and Gentiles One Church, by the Blood of his Croſs; | 
of which Privilege the Prophets have ſpoken at 'Y 
large. JES s hath reconciled us (for we are . 
Gentiles) in the Body of his Fleſh (fo diſtinguiſhed 
from his Body the Church) through Death ; in his 
crucified Body, dying on the Croſs, to preſent us 
holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his Sight. 


The firſt Sermon we read of to the Gentiles, 
is that in the Tenth Chapter of the As, to a 


3 little 


a 


4 
* 
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little Company in the private Houſe of a certain 
Man in Ceſarea, called Cornelius, a Centurion of 


the Band called the Italian Band. 


St Peter here, contrary to his manner among 
the Jetus, begins with what had been the Reſult 
of his own Obſervation ; That in every Nation, 
People are ſo far accepted of ,Gop, in their At- 
tempts to ſerve him, as they act according to the 
beſt Light and Information they have,” He then 
proceeds to a plain Narration concerning the 
Man CHrisT JESuUs; that GoD anointed Him 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power ; that He 
uU'ent about doing good, and healing all that were op- 
P«//ed of ihe Devil; that he was /lain'and hanged 
ujon a Tree; and that it was through Faith in 
Him, their Sins muſt be forgiven: And as he went 
on in this plain hiſtorical manner, concerning the 


Life and Death of Jzsus, the Holy Get fell on 


all that keard the Mord, and they magnified God, 


Tue peculiar Attachment of St Paul to this 


Subject, is diſcernible to every Reader through- 
out his Writings. To ſet forth JESUS CarisT, 
as evidently crucified, was his grand Plan of Preach- 
ing to unconverted People. 


There are more of his Sermons preſerved to ; 


us, than of any of the other Apoſtles. He ac- 


commodates himſelf, aGeording to the Wiſdom þ 


given to him, to Times, Perſons and Places, be- 


coming all Things to all Men, that he might win 
them to Chriſt. He reaſons of Righteouſneſs, Tem- 
perance, and Fudgment to come; cites Paſſages from 


Heathen Writers, and varies his Introduction and 


Addreſs, 
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Addreſs, according to-the different Characters of 


the Perſons he has to do with, 


1 

With the Jews, the Apoſtle Teaſons from the 
Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, and perpe- 
tually alludes to the Old Teſtament, applying 
the Predictions to the Events in their own Times, 
in Imitation of his Divine Maſter, who always 
referred back to that Source; and beats them, 
(fo to ſpeak) with their own Weapons. With 
the Gentiles, or Heathen, he purſues a different 
Plan; and proves from their own received Max- 
ims, the Light of Reaſon, or natural Religion, 
(as it is called) that they needed the Proviſion of 
the Goſpel. He proves that their every Scheme for 
becoming wiſe and happy, had hitherto proved 
ineffectual; and that now, Gon had brought to 
Light, the only poſſible Way of both. 


This Apoſtle ſeems to do every Thing in the 
Name (literally) of the Lox D JesuUs. If he would 
correct an Error in Doctrine, call back to the 
Truth any who had ſwerved therefrom, promote 
an Act of Chriſtian Charity, or reconcile a Dif- 
ference between contending Brethren; he does 
all by Arguments, Conſiderations and Motives, 
taken from the Condeſcenſions, Mind, and Sacri- 
fice of the Lord Jesvs, 74+ 


The Corinthians had fallen into an Error, re- 
lative to. the Doctrine of the ReſurreQion from 
the Dead. In order to ſet all to rights, St Paul 


calls back their Attention to the fi Point of 


his Doctrine and Preaching among them; and 
from thence, reaſons to the ſettling their Minds 
B 4 AS 
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as to that Article. Brethren, ſays he, I declare 
Into you, the Gofpel which ¶ preached unis you, &c. 
But what was this Goſpel ? Why, ſummarily, 
it is, CHRIST. Fied for our Sins according to the 
Scriptures ; according to all the Sacrifices, Types, 
and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, This he 
tells them he did fir/? of all; as the grand Foun- 
dation, on which to build the whole Superſtruc- 
ture of Religion, As if he had faid, Only lay 
this to Heart; conſider what is implied in the 
Death and Reſurrection of the Loxp JIEsus; be- 
lieve the Report; embrace the Proviſion, and all 
Will be well, 1 Cor. xv. 1—3. 


The Galatians were /o foohſh, as to ſuffer 
themſelves to be moved from the Doctrine of the 


Croſs ; of Salvation by Faith in the crucified JEsus, 


into another Goſpel ; but which was not in Rea- 
Iity a Goſpel at all; not good News, but the 
Contrary ; a mere Subverſion of the true Goſpel 
of CHRIST : The Purity of which, admits of no 
Mixture. The Apoftle expreſſes his Aſtoniſh- 
ment at them on this Occafion, with, I marvel 
Brethren, that ye are removed from Chriſt, &c. 


But is there any thing ſtrange or unuſual in 
forſaking a good Way ? Is it not quite natural 
to turn aſide from JEsus, and the Truth as it is 
in Him? True, it is altogether natural, conſider- 
ing the Corruption and Folly of human Nature : 
But then there was, in the preſent Caſe, ſome- 
thing of a ſingular Nature : The Galatians re- 
ceived the Goſpel, not only from the Force of 
Reaſoning, and the Strength of the Arguments 
in its Favour which the Apoſtle made uſe -o ; 
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The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 33 
but likewife from Evidence much more engaging, 


and affecting to the Heart. I marvel at you, ſays 
he, that you ſhould forſake him that called you, be- 


fare whoſe Eyes Jasus CHRIST was evidently ſet 


forth crucified among you. As though he ſhould 


:fay, The Diſcovery of your Creator in a human 


Form, crucified before your Eyes, ſhould, in all 


Reaſon, have left ſuch an Impreſſion on your 


Hearts, and ſo attached them to him for ever, 
that one cannot help being aſtoniſhed, that all 
the falſe Teachers on Earth, or Devils in Hell. 
ſhould be able to move you from the Truth of 
his Goſpel. O facliſh Galatians, who hath be- 
witched you ! The Apoſtle thinks it hardly poſſi - 
ble, unleſs on the Suppoſition of their being 


foully dealt with by their falſe Teachers, as by, 


ſome kind of Intoxication or Witchcraft. 


But how was JESUS CHRIST evidently ſet forth, 


and crucified before the Eyes of the Galatians * Not 


literally certainly, Thoſe Heathens, many of 
them at leaft, had never ſeen our Loxp in Per- 
ſon, much leſs were they preſent at his Paſſion: 
St Paul muſt therefore refer, either firſt, to the 
clear, circumſtantial Repreſentation of CHRIST, 
as dying for our Sins, which he gave in his 
Preaching ; repreſenting, as though they were 
juſt preſent, his thorny Crown, ſcourged and 
bloody Body, nailing to the Tree; his bowing. 
the Head, agonizing Cry, expiring Grones, 
wounded Side, and ſtreaming Blood! Or, ſecondly, 
the Diſcovery of this to their Hearts by the HoLy 
GHosT : Such as many of the Children of Gon 
are not unuſed to. JESUS is ſtill wont to ap- 


, Pear to his Mourners in his bleeding Form! 
Reach 
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Reach hither thy Finger, and behold my Hands ; and 


reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side, 
is a Language, not peculiar to Thomas only. Our 
Lord ſtill condeſcends to the Neceſſities of thoſe 
who ſeek Him; and is to this Hour, often ſet 
forth as CRUCIFIED before the Eyes of the Soul: 
After which, there remains a holy and aſtoniſh- 
ing Remembrance, during one's Life, and the 
dying of the LoRx D JEsus is carried about with 
us wherever we go, 2 Cor. lv, 10, 


„One great Reaſon why Preaching is in ge- 
neral ſo uſeleſs, is becauſe Sermons are delivered 
indiſcriminately before all ſorts of People, with- 
out Diſcretion or Choice, How can the ſame 
Sermon be thought equally proper to a number 
of Auditors of different Diſpoſitions, Underftand- 
ings, Humours, Ages, Sexes, Ranks, and Opi- 
nions? There are not two Perſons perhaps in 


the Whole, to whom, what is thus indiſcrimi- 


nately. delivered to all, is properly adapted, Add 
to this, that our Diſpofitions and Affections are 


ſo inconftant, that there are not two Moments 


in a Man's whole Life, in which the ſame Diſ- 
courſe would make exactly the ſame Impteſſion 


on him.“ 


This Obſervation may be applied, asthe Writer, 


no doubt, means it ſhould, to Sermons in their 


general Acceptation ; that is, to Diſcourſes or 


eclarations on particular Virtues or Vices, and 


the perſonal, relative, and ſocial Duties of Man- 
kind in general. But more than all this is im- 
plied in preaching CHR ISH crucified. The Ex- 


cellency of the Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS is ſuch, + 
* : that 
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The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 35 
that whoever attains it, is thereby effectually ſe- 
cured againſt every evil Word and Work, and 
furniſhed with Motives, Arguments and Ability, 
to walk in all well-pleafing, and ep a Conſet- 
ence void of Offence towards God and Man. This 
is therefore a Subject for all Times, Perſons and 
Places, when the Object aimed at, is to make 
Men truly wiſe to Salvation, and happy here 
and hereafter, "Fs | 10 
There are indeed frequent Occafions in the 
Church of ChRISTH for paſtoral Addreſſes, Ex- 
hortations, and Admonitions of a particular Na- 
ture, according to different Circumſtances, Si- 
tuations, and Incidents, And with regard to 
Individuals, the ſame Advice to all, indiſcrimi- 
2 would be ridiculous and vain, Such a 


Conduct might well be deemed the Quackery of 


Divinity, and like preſcribing the ſame Medicine 
in all Caſes, without Diſtinction. But theſe Ex- 
ceptions as to Individuals, and particular Occa- 
ſions in general, apart, and in order to the Con- 
verſion of the Heart to Gop, there is no Topic, 
Confideration, or Subject under Heaven, ſo ef- 
fectual and infallible, as that of CHRISHD cruci- 
fied, By which I mean, not a conſtant Repeti- 
tion of the Name, the Sufferings, the Blood, 
or the Croſs of ChRISsTH : Theſe will neceffarily 
and frequently come in, But by the Preaching 
of CHRIS crucified, | mean a treating of, and 
dwelling principally upon, all HE pip and sur- 
FERED — the Reaſon of the Whole — the Be- 
nefits following therefrom to Man—and the Du- 
ties, Obligations, and Conformity to Gop, ta 
which Man is indifpenſibly obliged, in order ta 
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a Patticipation of the Bleſſings of the Goſpel : 
Under which Head, I include all the Precepts, 
Prohibitions, Exhortations, Cautions, and In- 
junctions, contained in the New Teftament; re- 
gard being ſtil] had, to preſerve each in their 
Order, and never forgetting our LorxD's own 
Words — H/ithout ME ye can do Nothing. 

| + 


St Paul, it ſhould ſeem, ſaw only JESsus 

CHRIST in the Scriptures, Who can read the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, without being ſtruck 
with Wonder, at the Strength and Copiouſneſs 
of that Reafoning, by which he ſhews that every 
Thing muſt give Place to His better Sacrifice 
e ſhews that the Levitical Prieft- 
hood, was incapable either of honouring Gop, or 
. Man: Whereas, on the contrary, 
that of CHRIST, includes all the Religion of 
Heaven and Earth; and is the Source of all the 
Bleſſings Man can enjoy. He, in Effect, teach- 
eth, that the whole Order and Oeconomy of the 
Events, Laws, Ceremonies, Actions, and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Old Teſtament, ſerved only 
as a Picture, which exhibited CHRIST, drawn, 
as it were, at full Length. 


Before we leave this Head, we will conſider 
one Inftance more of this Apoſtle's Fondneſs for 
introducing his crucihed Maſter, on every Oc- 
caſion: Not to mention it, would be doing a 
Sort of Injury to the Subject. He had been treat- 
ing of a Matter quite foreign to it, in Appear- 
_ ance; namely, the Caſe of the inceſtuous Perſon 
in the Church of Corinth, and giving Directions 
for their Behaviour towards him: But, by a 
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Tranſition almoſt peculiar to himſelf, which his 
Heart, not his Head ſuggeſted, he falls at once 
upon his beloved Topic, a crucified SAVIOUR, 
CnrisT our Paſs-over is ſacrificed for us, 1 Cor. 
v. 7. Adorable Victim of our Paſs-over, and of 


our Paſſage from Sin, and Death, and Hell, to 


Life, and Love, and Heaven ! ©* But who would 
have expected it on ſuch an Occahon ? Vet, 
when it is thus brought in, who does not fee and 
admire, both the Propriety of the Subject, and 
the Delicacy of the Introduction?“ 


To return to the Galatians: In the Beginning 
of his Epiſtle to them, the Apoſtle has one pro- 
feſſed Deſign in View; namely, to evince his 
Apoſtolic Authority; which the Inſinuations 
of ſome falſe Teachers made thoſe Churches 
begin to queſtion: An Apo/le, ſays he, not of 
Man, neither by Man, but by Jeſus Chrifl, and God 
the Father, who raiſed him from the Dead : When, 
after his uſual Salutation and Benediction, Grace 
be to you and Peace, &c. he brings in, (as it were 
by the Bye) Jxsus CnrisT giving himſelf to 
Death for our Sins; and in a few Verſes after, 
adds, with an Emotion of Zeal, which the. Spi- 
rit of Go p gave, thoſe fervent and weighty 


Words; though we, the Apoſtles of Cyr1sT, of 


even an Angel from Heaven; (if that were poſſible) 
preach any other Goſpel to you than that which tus 
have preachad (ſee the Sum of it, Chap. ii. 16.) 
namely, Salvation by CHRIST alone, without 
any Mixture of Jewiſh Ceremonies, or Merit of 
human Performances, let him be accurſed, Yea, 
as though he could not ſufficiently expreſs his 


| Indignation at their deſtructive Proceedings, he 
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adds the ſecond Time, As we ſaid before, ſo ſay 
I now'again, If any Man preach any other Goſpel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be ac- 


curſed, Gal. i. 1—9. 


Once more: The longeſt Sermon of which 
we know any Thing, by St Paul, is that re- 
corded in the 13th Chapter of the As, at An- 
tioch, in Piſidia, in the Synagogue of the Zews. 
In this Sermon he gives us a Summary of the 
whole Old Teſtament; and with no other View, 
than, in Concluſion, to preach his crucfied Maſe 
ter. It. is, as one may ſay, a Sermon to the 
whole World, including both Jews and Gen- 


tiles; and contains the whole Sum of Evange- 


lical Truth and Doctrine; which is, in brief, 


this :;— That Jesvs was put to Death, though no 


Cauſe of Death was found in Him; but ſolely as 
the Accompliſhment of all the Scripture Pro- 
phecies, in order to procure the Salvation of Man. 


That Gop raiſed Him from the Dead, of which 


every poflible Demonſtration had been given. 
On this ſure Foundation he proceeds: And 
we declare unto you glad Tidings, that the Pro- 
miſe which was made to the Fathers, Gop hath 
fulfilled to their Children, in raiſing up Jzsvus. 
Be it known unto you, therefore, Men and Bre- 
thren, that through THis Man is preached unto 


you, the FoxGivENEss OF Sins; and by Him, 


all that believe are juſtified from all Things, 


(by deſpiſing;) for I work a Work in your Days, 
14733 a 


from which ye could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes, Beware, therefore, leſt that come 
upon you which is ſpoken of in the Prophets, 
Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh 
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a Work which ye will in no wiſe believe, though 
a Man declare it unto you.” 


For a Concluſion of this Point, let us juſt 
call to Remembrance that memorable Interview, 
between our Lok o himſelf, Meſes the Giver of 
the Law, and Elijab the faithful Prophet of Jz- 


HoVAH ; (both juſt come from the Regions of 


Bliſs and Immortality) and three of our Lord's 
principal Ambaſſadors. This, I think, is the 
moſt venerable and auguſt Aſſembly that the 
Annals of Hiſtory have recorded. And what 
was the Topic of Converſation amongſt theſe 
iluftrious Perſonages ? Not the Affairs of State, 
nor the Revolutions'of Empires ; not the curious 
Refinements of Literature; nor the wonderful 


Diſcoveries of Philoſophy ; but the ignominious 


and bloody Exit, which the Divine IEsus was foon 
to make at Jeruſalem. This Circumſtance, me- 
thinks, ſhould recommend the Subject to our 
frequent Diſcourſe ; even though it was leſs emi- 


nent for intrinſic Dignity and comfortable Im- 


port.“ 


There would never be an End, if one ſhould 
attempt to ſay all that this Subject will bear. 
J inſtance only in a few Particulars. How- 
ever, we need hardly fear carrying the Matter 
too far, while we follow only our Lord and his 
Apoſtles, The Subject, it is true, has been ren- 


dered contemptible to ſome, becauſe it has been. 


ſo often rehearſed in Hymns, Prayers, and Ser- 
mons, without being truly underſtood :* So that 
the Teacher did not know very often what he 

ſaid; nor the Hearer what he taught: And thus 
| the 


2 


4% 7h CRUCIFIED JESUS. 


the Myſtery of the Truth is grown ſo ſtale, that 
at leaſt, it is counted Puerile, if not F ooliſnneſs. 


N 


But whatever Treatment the Preaching of 
Ixsus crucified, in the moſt explicit and particu- 
lar Manner, may meet with from ſome Speakers 
or Hearers, it ſtill remains the Standard of Apoſ- 
tolic Preaching; and the only Fountain of Sal- 
vation. Ixsus crucified is the Sum and Center 
of all, Col. it. 3, 9, 10, 17. Eph, iv. 13, 15. Phil. 
ni, 8, Sc. — e is the Author of Salvation, the 
Store-Houſe of Health and Plenty, the Rock of 
Defence, the Pearl of great Price, and the Glory 
of Gop! And, in the Regions of Bliſs and end- 
leſs Glory, the Remembrance of the Myſteries 
of CHRIST, will be an eternal Subject of Praiſe 
and Benediction. 


That Man might be without Excuſe, ſaith St 
Auſtin, Gop hath made a ſhort Work upon the 
Earth: By contracting his Immenſity into the 
narrow Dimenſions of a Man, he hath abbre- 
viated his Doctrine and our Duty! In Heaven 
itſelf, this is the Burden of the Song; Thou wa/? 
ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to GOD by thy Blood 


P 
_ We preach CHRIS CRUCIFIED : The Anoint- 
ed of God, inveſted with every Office and Power 
neceſſary for making vatisfation to the Divine 
Juſtice, and harmonizing the divine Attributes; 
for vanquiſhing the Devil, atoning for, abſolv- 
ing and deſtroying Sin; evercoming Death, and 
opening the Kingdom of Heaven to every Believer /! 
We preach him, as made unto us of God, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, 
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Righteouſneſs, Sanfification and Redemption, 1 Cor. 
bs. 30 - - -; | | 

There muſt be a total Renunciation of our- 
ſelves; of our own corrupted Underſtanding, our 
falſe Righteouſneſs, our Sins, and the whole Cor- 
ruption of our Heart. CHRIS then becomes 
our Miſdim, by the Light of his Word and Spi- 
rit; our Righteouſneſs, by the Means of his Sacri- 
fice; our Sandtification, by the Virtue and Holi- 
neſs of his new-raiſed Life, and our Redemption 
and Liberty, by the Power of his Grace, reign- 
ing and ruling in our inmoſt Soul; whereby he 
ſubjects us to himſelf, and lives ſole Monarch 
of the believing Heart. 


Our Sins had forfeited all Right to the Fa- 
vour and Enjoyment of Gop, and plunged us 
in an Ocean of Guilt, Corruption and Miſery 
from which no Power could teſcue us leſs than 
that which made the Wotld : So that now. 


Without Redemption all Mankind 
Muſt have been loſt, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the Fulneſs dwells of Love divine, 

Upon his own Head drawn 
The deadly Forfeiture and Ranſom ſet.” 


Milton yet further beautifully deſcribes human 
Miſery, and the Love and Mercy of our Jesvs, 
on he imagines him ſpeaking to the Father 
thus: 


* Man dead in Sins and loft, 
Atonement for himſelf, or Offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring: 

| Behold * 
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Behold me then; me for him, Life for Life 
Il offer; on me let thine Anger fall; 
Account me Man; I for his Sake will leave 
Thy Boſom, and this Glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him, laſtly, die.“ 


O! how Omnipotence is loſt in Love] Herein - 
is Love ! not that we loved him, but that he hath 
Joved us, and given himſelf to be the Saviour of 
the World! Thus, Gop commendeth his Love to- 
wards us; while we were yet Sinners, in giving © 
CHRIST: fe die for the Ungodly. 


We preach Him as the Completion of all the 
Prophecies relating to the Meſfah in the Old 
Feſtament; the End of the Law, both moral 
and ceremonial ; the ſole Object of 2 Sinner's 
Truſt, and Hope, and Love; the Center and 
Soul of all Happineſs and Perfection in Earth 
and Heaven! the Bliſs of Angels, the Terror of 
Devils, the Judge of the Univerſe, the Creator 
of all, Gop's Fellow, Jenovan, our Righ- 
teouſneſs, the LorD of Glory 


Thou, my ALL |! 
My Theme! my Inſpiration ! and my Crown / 
My Soul's Ambition, Pleaſure, Wealth my 
World! | 
My Boaſt thro' Time, Bliſs thro' Eternity! 
Eternity, too ſhort to ſpeak thy Praiſe | 
Or fathom thy Profound of Love to Man! 


We preach him as CRUCIFIED. Here is the 
Myſtery ! God manifeſt. in the Fleſh; in the Form 
of a Servant; deſpiſed of Men, and a Reproach 0 
| the 
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the People ; without Form or Comelineſs ; reiected 
of Men; 4 Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
Griefi. Gop and Man, in one Perſon, dying: 
upon a Croſs for human Crimes | Here the Mind 
is loſt ! Angels deſire to look into this myſterious 
Wiſdom of Gop ; but cannot fathom its Depth. 
Heaven is filled with Amazement at this Love to 


Man, and N 5 4 | 
« Pow'rs moſt illumin'd, wilder'd in the Theme!” 


Jesus, conſidered as crucified, takes in the 
Whole of his Proceſs, from the Stable; and 
Manger in Bethlehem, 'to the Croſs and Wounds 
on Calvary / All his intermediate State of Po- 
verty, Reproach, Stripes, and univerſal Abjee- 
tions; his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion included, 
The Croſs of CHRIST, or the crucified IS sus, is 
ſometimes equivalent with the Goſpel of CHRIST : 
As when mention is made of the Preaching z the 
Croſs; being Enemies to, or glorying in the Croſs, 
and the like. "ap 

Now to preach our Lon p crucified, is to re- 
preſent this his whole Proceſs, in the moſt cir- 
cumſtantial and plain Manner: Not indeed, with 
Excellency of Speech or of Wiſdhm ; not making 
the Force of Preaching to conſiſt in the Elegancy 
of the Language, and the ConneQion of human 
Reaſoning, let, as St Paul ſays, the Croſs of 
CHrIsT ſhould be made of none Effect; but in its 
own naked Majeſty, according to the Word of 
Gor. It is for a Preacher to declare expreſly 
to all that hear him, + Your Creator was incar- 


nate, and died for your Offences, Your on 
an 
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and Corruption muſt have ſunk you into endlefs 
Ruin, had not our Maker found out this amazing 
Method of reſtoring us to Favour. He is become 
the Propitiation for our Sins, There is no other 
poſſible Way for our eſcaping endleſs Miſery, 
and obtaining everlaſting Felicity, but through 
believing in bim, thus dying for us, and livin 
to his ſole Glory. He was wounded for our Tran 
greſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniguities. Fle bore 
eur Sins in his own Body upon the Tree. By his 
Stripes we are healed.” This it is, in brief, to 
preach CHRIS crucified : And of this the Apoſ- 
tles have ſet us the Example. 


But how different is this whole Affair from 
the vain Philoſophy of Men! Human Reafoh 
cannot reach it. The Pride of Man abhors to 
ſubmit to ſuch a dependent State of total Obli- 
and Nature ſhrinks, as it were, from a 
Way of Salvation, that fo utterly aboliſhes 'its 
own Merits and Abilities. We are natura 
averſe from being ſaved only by Grace. Th 
the Scripture reputes human Righteouſneſs no 
better than filthy Rags; and declares we are, 
naturally, wretched and miſerable, und poor, and 
blind, and naked ; yet we would, in ſome Senſe, 
be our own Saviours: We boaſt of the Dignity 
of human Nature, our extenſive Capacities and 
noble Powers; which, however true, in a com- 
parative Senſe, in regard to the irrational Crea- 
tion, are, with Reference to Gop and Salva- 
tion, our greateſt Weakneſs and Folly. Sin hath 
difrobed us of thoſe God-like Perfections, of all 
true moral Rectitude, and all juſt Pretenſions to 
true Glory, with which our CREATOR at firſt 
endowed 
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endowed Man ; So that whatever Claim we can 
make to them now, in this State of Degeneracy, 


Darkneſs and Death, flows entirely from our Re- 
lation to Gon in Human Nature. 


« 'The grand Comment which diſplays at full 
Our human Height, ſcarce ſever'd from Divine, 
By Heav'n compos'd, was publiſh'd on the Croſs,” 


That which uſually finds the firſt Place in 
Theology, ſays a Writer of the preſent Age, is 
the Divine Eſſence, or Nature: And even this 
becomes Food for human Pride and Vanity. 
For why is it, many times, that Men repreſent 
the CREATOR ſo great, but that they themſelves 
may remain tolerably Great, though inferior to 
Him? Why fo perfect, but becauſe it infers their 
own Perfection? Why ſo incomprehenſible, but 
becauſe it magniſies their Underſtanding, in hav- 
ing, however, penetrated fo far? This often lies 
at the Bottom with Speaker and Hearer. And 
from the ſame Principle, they are led to deſpiſe, 
or contemnevery Repreſentation of the CREATOR, 
which ſerves to debaſe and confound the Sinnes 
as Gop incarnate, cruciſied for us, neceſſarily 
doth : For how dreadful muft our Condition have 
been, when no leſs an Expedient could poſſibly 
have reſcued us from utter Deſtruction! 


The Name of a Chriſtian is common enough, 
though the. Import of it is generally but little 
conſidered. Many are content to be called after 
CHRIST, to take away their Reproach, without 
any farther Attention to the Obligations and 
Duties which the Chriſtian Name implies; — 
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ſtill they eat their own Bread, and wear their own 
Apparel; do their own Will, and truſt in their 
own Righteouſneſs ; and ſay, Only let us be called 
by thy NAME to take away our Reproach, Ia. iv. 1. 

- If they think about Him at all, it is only in re- 
ſpect to his glorious, Gop-like Condition, His 
Humiliation, Poverty and Death, are rarely, or 
but ſlightly attended to: On the contrary, we 
find naturally an Unwillingneſs to own for our 
Head and Go, a deſpiſed and crucified Man; 
and much more to glory in him. To the Haughti- 
neſs of human Nature, there appears in this ſome- 
thing which reflects a Diſhonour on our Calling, 
even as Chriſtians; it offends our Delicacy, and 
the Pride of our religious Profeſſion. 


The great Gop, in the Form of a Servant 
The Creator of the Univerſe, wanting a Place to 
lay his Head! The Judge of all, ſtanding before 
an earthly Tribunal, and ſentenced to Death, by 
the Breath which himſelf inſpired ! The Author 
of all Life, natural, moral and divine, dying 
himſelf as the vileſt of Offenders | My Sacrifice, 
my Gop ; what Things are theſe ! Let the Un- 
derſtanding of Man be ſilent concerning thoſe 
Myſteries, and theſe ſtupendous Truths, wherein 
human Reaſon is utterly loſt. Alas! 


Reaſon may graſp the maſſy Hills, 
And firetch from Pole to Pole; 

But here's a Depth our Spirit fills, 
And over-loads our Soul : 

This My/Pry is a vaſi Abyſs, 

© Which Angels cannot ſound; 

An Ocean of Infinities, | 
Mere all our Thoughts are drown'd ! 
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How great is the Wound of our Pride, which 


cannot be healed but by the Abaſement of Gon! 
And in how deſperate a Caſe is that Perſon, 
whom even ſuch a Remedy does not heal! O 


Jesvs, ſpeak more to my Heart than to my Un- 


derſtanding. Teach me what is due from my 
Heart to my Gop, humbled, dying, crucified 
For my Sins; yea, what is due to me from thy 


Juftice, if my Pride and Delicacy are Proof againſt 
ſuch an Example. After all thou haſt done to 
ſave me, O let not my Obſtinacy and Uabelief 
deſtroy me | 


St Pauls ſo frequent Uſe of the Expreſſions, 
CHRIsT crucified, the Croſs of CHRIST, and the 
like, has undoubtedly a peculiar Significancy. 
They occur little leſs than thirty times in his 
Epiſtles. They have Reſpect to the lowly State 
of our LokD ; and inſinuate, what ought never 
to be forgotten by every Chriſtian, and can hardly. 
be too often repeated, That our Salvation flows 
only from the Sacrifice of our Gop ! From the 
Croſs likewiſe, we learn the deteſtable Nature, 
and dreadful Conſequences of Sin; which could 
not be expiated at a lower Rate. Not all the 
Torments inflicted on the damned in Hell, are 
ſo fearful a Monument of Gop's Juſtice, as the 
dying Agonies of the Lord IE SuS CnRISTH : Nor 
could a thouſand Worlds, conferred on Mankind, 
have been ſuch an Act of overflowing Goodneſs 
in Gop, as the Gift of this his Son, his All- 
beloved, his Only-begotten. And, to find one's 
Heart either averſe from, or reconciled to, an 
entire Dependence upon, and glorying in the 

5 6. Croſs 
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Croſs of CHRIST, is a ſure Criterion of our State; 
whether we are yet in our Sins, or Partakers of 
the Benefits of his Paſſion ! Such a Dependence 
upon him, and glorying in bim, imply a being 
crucified with him; that is, a Death to Sin, an 
utter Deteſtation thereof, and an entire Devotion 
to Gop. * | 


x gd _ 
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Do I heartily acquieſce in the Victory of the 
Croſs ? Did Jesus, by dying thereon, overcome 
all adverſe Power, and purchaſe my Peace with 
Gop? Can I feelingly ſay to that Sufferer, all 
bathed in Blood! expiring between two Thieves, 
Thou art my Lord, and my God! Saviour, thou 
art JEHovAn my Righteouſneſs! IEsus, re- 
member me when thou comeſt to thy Kingdom ! Then 
is the Offence of the Croſs ceaſed, with regard 

to me, and I and my Jtsvs are one together, 


O then, 


Henceforth may no profane Delight 
Divide this conſecrated Soul; 

Poſſeſs it Thou who haft the Right, 
As Lord and Maſter of the Whole. 
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If, on the contrary, O Sinner, O my Soul, thou 
art offended in ChRISTH; at the Meanneſs of his 
Appearance, the Ignominy of his Croſs; if thy 
Heart ſtarts. back at his Abaſements, and will 
not have this Man to, reign over it; thou art 

z * without Gop, and without CHRIST in the 
orld. O why wilt thou detract from his 
Glory ? Becauſe he humbled himſelf, wilt thou 
therefore have it, that he is of an inferior Nature? 
Shall we, becauſe our Miſery needed ſuch an 
8 Expedient, 
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Expedient, reject the Proviſion, on Account of 
the Myſtery? Shall the Condeſcenſions of Gop, 
which exceed all human Comprehenſion, become 
the Occaſion of exalting ourſelves above him, 
by ſuperciliouſly contemning a Proceſs of Deli- 
verance, in Appearance, ſo mean; and ſubſtitut- 
ing in the Place of it, a Syſtem which only ſhews 
our Fally ? O Gop, regard, in this Inftance alſo, 
the Miſeries of thy Creatures; ſubject our Hearts 
to thyſelf, till, crucified with CHRIST, we glory 
in nothing elſe, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
Jesvs CHRIST! 


+ + +X-. 


THE Deſign of this Diſcourſe is, not only to 
conſider the Apoſtolic Subject of Preaching, 


namely, CHRIST crucified, and the Import there- 


of: It is likewiſe intended to repreſent the Scene 
of our Lord's Paſſion, or Jesvus cruciſied, with 
ſome Conſiderations thereupon, Let us then 
ſtop, and- behold him in a few of the laſt Stages of 
his Acts of Love and Suffering; and ſay, if there 
ever was Sorrow like to that with which our Sins 
afflicted the meek Lamb of Gop, in the Day of 
his Father's fierce Anger ! Take it partly in the 
Words of Writers of the preſent and laſt Age. 


He that obſerves the Story of the Life of Ix- 
sus, cannot but ſee it, all the Way, to be ſtrewed 
with Thorns and ſharp-pointed Stones. And 
although, by the Kiſſes of his Feet, they become 
precious and ſalutary, yet they procured to him 
Sorrow and Diſeaſe, It was Meat and Drink to 
him to do his Father's Will; but it was Bread of 


C Affliction, 
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Affliction, and Rivers of Tears to drink: For 
theſe he thirſted, like the Earth after the cool 
Streams. For, ſo abſolute was the Subjection of 
his Faculties to the infinite Love of God, which 
ruled his Will and Underſtanding, that in this 
Choice of Accidents he never conſidered the 
Taſte, but the Goodneſs ; never diſtinguiſhed 


ſweet from bitter; but Duty and Piety always 
prepared his Table. 


Knowing that the Time determined of the Fa- 
ther was nigh, he haſtened up to 3 He 
went before his Diſciples, ſaith the Evangeliſt, 
and they followed him trembling and amazed! 
The Lord Jesvs is gone before us; and it were 
a holy Contention to ſtrive whoſe Zeal were for- 
| | wardeſt, in the Deſigns of Humiliation and Self- 

.denial, Thoſe Affections which dwell in Sad- 
neſs, ſuch as this State implies, and are married 
to Grief, and lie at the Foot of the Croſs, and 
trace the ſad Steps of IEsus, have the Wiſdom of 


RecolleQion, the Tempers of Sobriety ; and are 1 
the beſt Imitations of IEsus, and Security againſt of I 
the Levity of a diſperſed and vain Spirit, wn 
e 
Our Lox p, five Days before his Paſſion, ſent Pon 
his Diſciples to a Village to borrow an Aſs. And ur 
now begins that great Triumph in which he was he 
pleaſed to exalt his Office, and to abaſe his Per- the 
ſon. : i 
. | | | | t 
He had but two Days of Triumph in his whole qua 
Life; one was that of his Transfiguration upon 
Mount Tabor ; the other, when he rode into the Bi 
holy City, But, that it might appear how little * 
E- were 18 
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were his Joys, and preſent exterior Complacen- 
cies; in the Day of his Transfiguration, Moſes 
and Elias appeared to him, telling him what 
great Things he was to ſuffer: And on the Day 


1 of his riding into Jeruſalem, he wet the Palms of 


Triumph, with a Dew ſweeter than the Moiſture 


3 upon Mount Hermon, or the Drops of Manua. 
X To allay the little Warmth of a ſpringing Joy, 


he let down a Shower of Tears, weeping over 


the undone City, and leaving it diſputable'whe- 
ther he felt more Joy or Sorrow in his Acts of 


Love, He triumphed to conſider, that the Re- 
demption of the World was ſo near; and wept 
© bitterly, that Men would not be redeemed. His 
Joy was great to conſider, that himſelf was'to 
4 fuffer ſo great Sadneſs for our Good; and his 
Sorrow was very great, to conſider, that we would 
not entertain that Good he brought and laid be- 
fore us by his Paſſion. OTIS 
He rode like a poor Man upon an Aſs, a Beaſt 
df Burden, and the loweſt Value; and yet, it was 
ot his own: And in that Equipage, he received 
he Acclamations due to a mighty Prince; to th 

Pon of the eternal KING. JEsvus, in this tend 
Humility, gives the fulleſt Evidence that he was 
Je Meſſiab, and the King of Zion; becauſe no 
ther King entered into thoſe Gates riding upon 
In Aſs, and received the Honour of Heſannab 
| that Unlikelihood, and Contradiction of un- 
aual Circumſtances, * 


ſ 


But if we conſider what followed, this might 
em to be a Deſign to deepen the Depreſſion of 
Wis Perſon, For to deſcend from the greateſt of 
C 2 worldly 
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worldly Honours, from the Adoration of a Gop, 
and the Acclamations of a King, to the Death of 
2a Slave, the Torments of a Croſs, and the Diſ- 
honours of a condemned Criminal, were ſo great 
Stoopings and vaſt Changes, that they gave Height, 
and Senſe, and Excellency to each other. 


Thus, IJEsus, like a Rain - bow, half made of 
the glorious Light, and half of the Moiſture of a 


Cloud, half Triumph and half Sorrow, entered 


into this City, where he had done ſo much Good 

to others, and to himſelf received nothing but 
| Aﬀeonts and Indignities. Yet his Tenderneſs 
increaſed upon him; and in that very Journey, 
which was CarisT's laſt ſolemn Viſit for their 
Recovery, he doubled all the Inſtances of his 
Mercy for their Converſion. He wept for them, 
and pitied them, and ſighed out the Intimations 


of Prayer, and ſtayed all Day there, looking 


about him towards Evening, and no Man would 
invite him Home; but he was forced to go to 
Bethany for an hoſpitable Entertainment, 


Some that read this, will perhaps be full of In- 
dignation at the whole City, who, for Malice or 
for Fear, would not receive their Saviour into 
their Houſes: And yet we do worſe; for now 
that he is become our Lox D, with mightier De- 
monſtrations of his eternal Power, we ſuffer him 
to look round about upon us, for Months and 
Years together ; we hear of and read his gracious 
Offers of Mercy and Salvation, and refuſe to en- 
tertain him, till our Houſe is ready to fall upon 
our Heads, and -we are going to unknown and 
ſttange Habitations. | 

Some 
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Some there were, however, in the midſt of 
this populous and mutinous City, who were this 
great King's good Subjects; Perſons that threw 
away their own Garments, and laid them at the 
Feet of Jesvs ; that being diveſted of their own, 
they might be re-inveſted with a Robe of his 
Righteouſneſs, wearing that till it were changed 
into a Robe of Glory! The very Ceremony of 
their Reception of the Lox D became ſymbolical to 
them, and expreſſive of all our Duties and De- 
ſires. 


It would well become us to conſider, what 
great Evil we do, when our Actions are ſuch as 
thoſe for which our bleſſed Lord did weep, as 
he did over Jeruſalem. He, who was ſeated in 
the Bofum of Felicity, yet moiſtened his freſh 
Laurels, upon the Day of his Triumph, with 
Tears of Love and bitter Alloy. His Day of 
Triumph was a Day of Sorrow ; and if we would 
weep for our own Sins, our Tears would turn 
our Days of Sorrow into Days of Triumph and 
Jubilee. Gop lays every Thing aſide, that he 
_ ſerve his Servants ! Heaven ſtoops to Earth, 
and one Abyſs calls upon another; and the Mi- 
ſeries of Man, which are next to infinite, are ex- 


_ by a Mercy equal to the Immenſity of 
O D. 


When Js vs had eaten his laſt Paſchal Supper, 
ſang the Hymn, prayed, exhorted, and comforted 
his Diſciples with a Farewel Sermon, he went. 
over the Brook Cedron, and entered into a Gar- 
ven, and into the Prologue of his Paſſion ; chooſ-- 
g that Place for his Agony and ſatis factory Pains,. 
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in which the firſt Scene of human Miſery was 
repreſented, and where he might beſt attend the 
Offices of Devotion, preparatory to his Death. 
So great was his Deſire to pay our Ranſqm, that 
himſelf did aſſiſt by a forward Patience and ac- i 
tive Occaſion towards the Perſecution: Teach- 
ing us, that by an active Zeal, and a ready Spi- 
rit, we ſhould aſſiſt the Deſigns of Gop's 2 4 
though in our Sufferings and greateſt earthly In- } 


felicities. 


When he entered the Garden, he left his Diſ- 
ciples at the Entrance of it, calling with him only | 
Peter, James, and John, He withdrew himſelf 
trom the Reſt about a Stone's Caſt, and began to 
be. exceeding heavy, He was not ſo till he had 
called them, (his Sorrow was of his own EleCtion;) | 


which Sorrow he alſo choſe to repreſent to theſe 
three, who had ſeen his Transfiguration, the 
Earneſt of his future Glory; that they might ſee, | 
of how great Glory, for our Sakes, he diſrobed i 1 
himſelf; that they might alſo, by the confronting | P 
theſe contradictory Accidents, obſerve, that Gop }, 
uſes to diſpenſe his Comforts, the Irradiations and 10 
Emiſſions of his Glory, to be Preparations to * 
thoſe Sorrows with which our Life muſt be al-} M 
loyed and ſeaſoned ; that none ſhould refuſe to Þ 
partake of the Sufferings of CHRIST, if either 2 
they have already felt his Comforts, or hope here- 1 
after to wear his Crown. | 2 
Jxsus began to be exceeding ſorrowful ; to be . y 
. fore amazed, and fad even to Death. And be- * 
cauſe he was now to ſuffer the Pains and Op- ot 
| preciſion. of our Sins, his Paſſion began there, , S 
We whence or 
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whence our Sins fpring. From an evil Heart” 
and prevaricating Spirit, all our Sins ariſe: And 
in the Spirit of CHR1sT began his Sorrow, where 
he truly felt the full Weight and Demerit of 
Sin; which, alas! how many think not worthy- 
a Tear, or hearty Sigh : But the Lamb of Gop- 
fell under the Burden ! | 


It were highly to be wiſhed, that in the midft 
of Mens Jollities, and the Levities of Society, 
in their Feſtivities and triumphal Merriments, . 
when they laugh in their Burſts of Folly, and 
exult in Sin; they would remember, that for 
thoſe very Merriments, our bleſſed Lokp felt a 
bitter Sorrow; and that not one vain and ſinful 
Laughter, which we are guilty of, but coſt the- 
holy JEsus a ſharp Pang, and throes of bitter 
Paſſion | 


Now our Lord began to taſte the bitter Cup! 
He had no Remorſe, to alarm his ſpotleſs Con- 
ſcience ; yet Fearfulneſs and Trembling came upon 
him. No Violence was offered to his ſacred Per- 
fon; yet @ horrible Dread overwhelmed bim. Tt 
was Night, cold Night; and though our diyine 
Maſter lay proſtrate upon the Earth, amidft the 
Fall of chilling Dews, He ſweat, ſweat Bld; 
ſweat great Drops of Blood, running down in 
reeking Streams to the Ground. So inſupport- 
able was his Affliction, he could not forbear 
crying out, My ſoul is ſorrowful, exceeding ſor- 


* rowful, forrowful even unto Death! For now he 
d os ſaw the Ingredients of his bitter Draught pour- 


ing into the Cup, and the Sight was full of Hor- 
ror and. Amazement : He therefore fell on his 


Face 
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Face and prayed, O my Father, if it be poſſiblr 
let this Cup paſs from me. of 4 


See! He kneels down; and not only ſo, but 


falls flat upon the Earth, and would in Humility 


and fervent Adoration, have deſcended low as the 
Center, He prays with an Intention great as 
his Sorrow, and yet with a Submiſſion ſo great, 
and a Conformity to the divine Will fo ready, 
as if it had been the moſt indifferent Fhing in 
the World for him to be delivered to Death, or 
from it, For though his Nature did decline 
Death, as that which hath a natural Horror 
and Contradiction to the preſent Intereſts of its 
Preſervation ; yet, when he looked upon it as 
the Appointment of his Father for the Redemp- 
tion of the World, it was be Baptiſm which he 
was flraitned till he had accompliſhed, Luke xii. 50, 


His Sadneſs and Agony was ſo great, mingled 
and compounded, of Sorrow and Zeal, Fear and 
Deſire, innocent Nature and perfect Grace, that 
he ſweat Drops, as great as if the Blood had 
ſtarted through little undiſcovered Fontinels, and 
outran the Streams and Rivers of his Scourging 
and Croſs ! Blood, mingled with the ſerous Sub- 
ſtance, iſſued from his Veins in ſo great Abun- 
dance, that it moiſtened the Ground, and be- 
decked his Garments, which ſtood: like a new 


Firmament, ftudded with Stars, portending an | 


approaching Storm, 


The Blood guſtd out, and chequer'd der 
His Garments with its deepeſt Gore; 
With glorious Stains bedeck'd he load, 
And wrote his Victory in Blood. 
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Now he came from Bozrah with his Garments 
all red and bloody: And fo was exactly verified 
in the holy J=sUs thoſe Words of David; I am 
poured out like Water ; my Bones are diſperſed'; 
my Heart in the mid/t of my Body is like melting- 
Wax : Thou wilt bring me into the Duſt of Death; 


St Auſtin meditates, that the Body of our Lord. 
all overſpread with Drops of bloody Sweat, did 
prefigure the future State of his Church; and 
that his Body myſtical ſhould be clad in a red 
Garment, variegated with the Symbols of La- 
bour and Paflion, Sweat and Blood: By whictt- 
himſelf was pleaſed to purify his Church, and: 
preſent her to Gop, holy and ſpotleſs. | 


He now permits himſelf to be betrayed” and” 
taken. He gave up himſelf into the Hands of 
his Murderers, He went forth to meet them, 
and, ſtraitned till this Baptiſm was accompliſhed, 
faid, Fam He. | | * 


And now they bind Jesvs with Cords;: and? 
fo began' our Liberty and Redemption- from: 
Slavery, and Sin, and Curſing, and Death: But 
he was bound faſter by Bands of his own : His 


Father's Will and Mercy, Pity of the World, 


Prophecies, Myfteries and Love, held him'faft :- 
And theſe Cords were ſtronger than Death, whictr 
he afterwards looſed. The Cords' which the 
Soldiers Malice put upon his holy Hands, were 
but Symbols and Figures: His own Compaſſion 
and Affection were the Morals. But he under 
took this ſhort Reſtraint and Condition of a Pri- 
C 5 ſoner, 
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5 55 ſoner, that all Sorts of Perſecution and exterior 


Calamities might be hallowed by his Suſcep- 
tion; and theſe pungent Sorrows ſhould, like 
poiſoned Arrows, pierce him through, and leave 


that Poiſon behind, that all the Sweetnefs ſnould 


remain for us. 


They led him firſt to Annas, and from thence 
to Caiapbas, who had formerly reſolved in a 
Council, He ſhould die. They ſought for Ac- 
cuſations againſt him, but ſtill were unable to 
fix any Charge upon him, which could be legally 
proved, And now himſelf, who always had the 
Innocence of Doves, was to join with it the Pru- 
gence and Warineſs of Serpents ; not to prevent 
Death, for that he was reſolved to ſuffer z but 
that they might be deftitute of all Appearance of 
juſt Cauſe, on his Part. He then left his Cauſe 
to defend itſelf, under the Protection of his hea» 
venly Father: Not only becauſe himſelf was de- 
termined to die, but becauſe, if he had not, all 
that had been alledged againſt him could never 
have inferred it. | . 


Our Lord's Silence then fulfilled a Prophecy; 
it made. his Enemies full of Murmur and Amaze- 
ment; and gave them to ſee he deſpiſed the Ac- 
cuſations, as certain and apparent Calumnies, 
But himſelf was fearleſs of the Iflue ; and, in the 
Senſe of Morality and Myfteries, taught us not 
to be too apt to excuſe ourſelves, when the 
Semblance of a Fault lies upon us, unleſs by 
ſome other Duty we are obliged to our Defence ; 
ſince He, who was moſt innocent, was moft 
Gent, And it was expedicat, that as * firſt 

| dam 
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Adam increaſed his Sin by a vain Apology, the 
Silence and Sufferings of the ſecond Adam ſhould 
expiate and reconcile it. 5 2b 


There might have been yet a further Reaſon 
for our LorD's Silence, when he was accuſed 
at Pilate's Bar, and Hered's Judgment-ſeat : It 
is probable, he conſidered himſelf as ſtanding 
before a higher Tribunal; and reſponſible to 
eternal Juſtice for the criminal Actions of all 
People. In this Situation, and in this Capacity, 
clear himſelf of perſonal Demerit, he could; 
clear himſelf of imputed Guilt, he could not. 
Therefore he was dumb ; he opened not his Mouth. - 
For though, as the Son of the moſt high God, 
Glory and Immortality were his undoubted Right; 

et, as the Surety for ſinful Men, Tribulation and 

eath were his condign Puniſhment; * 


This, however, is not the leaſt Derogation to 
the tranſcendent Excellency of CHRIST. It caſts 
not the leaſt Stain on the unſpotted Sanctity ei- 
ther of his Nature or his Life. To bear Sin, 
as a voluntary Surety, is infinitely different from 
committing it, as an «dual Tranſgreſſor. To 
ſay that CyrIsT was puniſhed for any Irregula- 
rity of his own, would be falſe, impious and. horrid. 
To ſay that he was charged with our Guilt, and 
endured the Puniſhment due to our Sins, is fo 
far from being injurious to his Dignity, that it 
pays the proper Honour to his mediatorial Under» 
taking, It pays him the Honour of the higheſt 
Obedience to his Father's Will : "The deepeſt - 
Humiliation of his own illuſtrious Perſon : And' 
the moſt boundleſs Benevolence „ 

ut 
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But be the particular Occaſton as it may, 
Caiaphas had a Reſerve which he knew would 
do the Buſineſs. He adjured him by the living 
God, to tell him, if he were the CHRIST? Jesus 
knew his Deſign to be an Inquiſition of Death, 
not of Piety or Curioſity ; yet becauſe his Hour 
was now come, he openly affirmed it, without 
any Expedient to elude the high Prieſt's Malice, 
or to decline the Queſtion. | 


Being adjured by ſo facred a Name, he would 
not now refuſe an Anſwer, left it might not con- 
iſt with that Honour which is due to it, and 
that he might not then deſpiſe the Authority of 
the High Prieſt ; nor, upon fo ſolemn an Occa- 
Hon, be wanting to that great Truth which he 


came down to Earth to promulgate to the World. 


And when three ſuch Circumſtances occur, it is 
enough to open our Mouths, though we let in 
Dead. And ſo did our Loxp; he confeſſed 
himſelf to be the CHrIsT, the Son of the living 
Gop. And this, according to the Deſign which 
had been laid, they called Bla ; and con- 
demned him as guilty of Death; and as far as 
they had Power, immediately inflicted it; for 
they beat him with the Palms of their Hands, 
ſpit upon him, and abuſed him beyond the Li- 
cence of enraged Tyrants. Then it was that 

the High Prieft rent his Clothes. The Veil 
of the Temple was rent when the Paſſion was 
Aniſhed ; the Clothes of the High Prieſt at the 
Beginning of it. And as that fignified the de- 
parting of the Synagogue, and laying Religion 
open; fo did the rending of the Garments of 
Caiaphas prophetically ſignify, that the _ 
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hood ſhould be rent from him, and from the 


Nation. | 


Although, from the Time of his being in the 


Houſe of Annas, till the Council met, they had 


uſed him with ſtudied and horrid Indignities, yet 
now they renewed and doubled their Unmerci- 
fulneſs and their Injuſtice, to ſo great a Height, 
that their Injuries muſt have been greater than 
his Patience, if his Patience had been leſs than 
Infinite. And thus Man's Redemption grows 
up, as the Load ſwells, which the Lox Fave 
bore for us. For theſe were our Portion; and 
we, having turned the Flowers of Paradiſe into 
Thiſtles, ſhould for ever have felt their Infelicity, 


had not Jesvs paid the Debt. - But He, bearing 


them upon his tender Body, with an even, holy 
Spirit, offered up theſe Beginnings of Sufferings 


to his Father, to obtain Pardon, even for them 


that injured him, and for all the World. 


I paſs over ſeveral Particulars, relating to what 
preceded our Loxp's firſt Agonies, till his bloody 
Exit, and attend only to the moſt remarkable. 


From Annas they led him to Pilate. JEsus, 
meek as a Lamb, and as a Sheep before the Shear- 
er, opened not his Mouth; inſomuch that Plate 
wondered, perceiving the great Innocence of the 
Man, by not offering to excuſe or leſſen any 
Thing which the Chief Prieſts alledged' againft 
him: For, though Plate had Power to releaſe 
him, or to crucify him; yet his Contempt of 


Death was in juſt Proportion to his Innocence; 
| which 
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which alſo Pilate concealed not; but publiſhed 


 Jzs8vs's Innocence by Herod's and his own Sen- 


tence, to the great Regret of the Rulers ; who, 
like ravening Wolves, thirſted for a Draught of 
Blood, and to devour the Morning Prey. Pilate 
endeavouring by all the Ways he could deviſe 
to acquit IEs us of Puniſhment, and himſelf of 
Guilt, offered to ſcourge him and let him 705 
hoping that a leſſer Draught of Blood might ſtop 
the Fury and Rapidneſs of their Paſſion, without 
their burſting with a River of this beſt and vital 
Liquor! But theſe Leeches would not ſo let go; 

they cry out, Crucify bim Crucify bim His 
Blood be on 15, and on our Children / 


And now was the holy Lamb to bleed! When 
Pilate ſaw they were ſet upon having bis Life, 
which this Reman Judge pronounced innocent, 
he delivered bim, firſt to be ſcourged ; which 


the Soldiers executed with Violence, and unre- | 


lenting Fury. They lead him to a Pillar, and 
bind him faſt, and ſcourge him with Whips ! 
A Puniſhment that Slaves only did uſe to ſuffer, 
(Free Perſons being, in certain Caſes, beaten 


with Rods or Clubs) that they might add a new 


Scorn to his Afflictions, and make his Sorrows, 
like our Guilt, vaſt and mountainous, 


They expoſe his virginal Body to Nakedneſs ! 
and tear his tender Fleſh, till the Pavement was 
purpled with a Shower of holy Blood ! It is re- 
ported in Eccleſiaſtical Story of two holy Virgins 
and- Martyrs, who were ftripped, = leading 
naked to Execution; God, pitying their great 
Shame and Trouble, to have their Nakedneſs 

diſcovered, 


os 1 — , 
rg are cr <p 3 we EY I OT. 
#x J . w a. 7 * = 


r 
420 


rc 
y 2 2 ume - 


1 


4K Ai 


— 


P 


-m 0 % ms ! fl 


—_ - oo oP WO 


— ͤꝶ! ̃——qͤU es, irs og nc, = 
$f As tp 


r 
. ban gn 4 3&eF 


n 


2 — 


C lJ ⁵—:ß OT ns 7 
"I * . - BEE) * * 


— 


The CRUCIFIED JESUS,” 63 


diſcovered, made for them a Veil of Light, and 
ſent them to a modeſt and deſired Death. But 
our deareſt LoxD, who choſe all Sprts of Shame 
and Confuſion, 'that by a Fulneſs of Suffering 
he might expiate his Father's Anger, and that he 
might conſecrate to our Sufferance all kind of 
Aﬀonts and Paſſion, underwent the Shame of 
Nakedneſs at the Time of his Scourging ! ſuffer- 
ing bimſelf to be diveſted of his Robes, that we 
might be clothed with the Garments he put off. 
For therefore he took upon him the State of ſin- 
ning Adam, and became naked, that we might 
ficſt be clothed with Righteouſneſs, and then 
with Immortality ! | 


After they had ſcourged him without Remorſe, 
they clothed him with Purple, and crawned him with 
Thorns, and put a Reed in his Hand, for a'Scep= 
ter, and bowed the Knee before him, and ſaluted 
him in Mockery, with a Hail, King of the Fews ! 
They buffeted him and ſpit upon him: And then 
Pilate brought him forth, and ſhewed this ſad 
Spectacle to the People, hoping this might move 
them to Compaſſion, who never loved to ſee a 
Man proſperous, and are always troubled to ſee 
the ſame Man in Miſery, 


But the Earth, which was curſed for diets 


Sake, and was ſowed with Thorns and Thiſtles, 
produced the full Harveſt of them, and the ſecond. 
Adam gathered them all, and made Garlands of 
them, as Enſigns of his Victory, which He was 
now in purſuit of, againſt Sin, the Devil, the 
Grave, and Hell, We alfo may make our Thorns 
of Afflictions, which are in themſelves: painful 
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and dolorous, to be a Crown, if we bear them 
patiently, and unite them to CHRIST's Paſſion, 
and offer them to his Honour, and bear them 
in his Cauſe, and rejoice in them for his Sake. 
And indeed, after ſuch a Grove of Thorns, grow- 
ing upon the Head of our deareſt Loxp, to ſee 
any of CHRIST's Members ſoft, delicate and ef- 
feminate, is the greateſt |ndecency, next to this 
of ſeeing: the Jews uſe the King of Glory with 
the greateſt Reproach and Infamy, -=- 


But nothing prevailing, nor the Innocence of 
Ixsus, nor his Immunity from the Sentence of 
Herod, nor the Induſtry and Diligence of Pilate, 
nor the Miſery nor the Sight of the afflicted Lamb 
of Gop; at laft {for Gop decreed to permit it, 
and CHRISTH to ſuffer it) Pilate gave Sentence 
of Death upon him, having firſt waſhed his Hands ; 
of 'which Gop ſerved his End, to declare the 
Innocence of his Son ; of which, in this whole 
Proceſs, he was moſt curious, and ſuffered not 
the leaft Probability of Blame to adhere to him. 


And now, the Sentence of Death being pro- 

nounced, and being ready to be put in Execution, 
the Soldiers pulled off the Robe of Mockery, the 
ſcarlet Mantle, which in Jeſt they bad put upon 
him, and put on his own Garments, But, as 
Origen obſerves, the Evangeliſt mentioned not 
that they took off the Crown of Thorns. What 
might ſerve their Intereſt, they purſue, but no- 
thing of Remiſſion or Mercy to the afflicted Son 
of Man. But ſo it became the King of Suffer- 
ings, not to lay aſide his Imperial Thorns, till 
they were changed into Diadems of Glory ala 
| n 
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ſad and heavy, laid it upon 
(who, like Thee, bore tbe Wood with which he 


was to be ſacrificed himſelf) and they drive him 
out to Crucifixion, who was ſcarce able to ſtand 
under that Load. See him led forth to be lain ! 
A gay Spectacle ! to ſatisfy impious Eyes, who, 
as Auſtin obſerves, would not ſtay 
attended upon the Executioner, to ſee the Ca- 
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And now, the Soldiers having framed a Croſs, 
Treo? Shoulders, 


behind, but 


taſtrophe of this bloody Tragedy ! 


But when Faith looks on, it beholds a glo- 
rious Myſtery ! Sin laughs to ſee the King of 
Heaven and Earth, and the great Lover of Souls, 
inſtead of the Scepter of his Kingdom, to bear 
a Tree of Curling and Shame, Bur Piety wept 
Tears of Pity, and knew they would melt into 
Joy, when ſhe ſhould behold that Croſs, which 
loaded the Shoulders of her Lok p, afterwards fit 
upon the Scepters, and be engraved and dignified 
upon the Forehead of Kings ! | 


Behold, he bears his Croſs ! St Cyprian af- 
firms, that our Lokp did ſtick to the Wood he 
carried, being galled with the Irons at his Heels, 
and nailed, even before his Crucifixion ; accord- 
ing to a Circumſtance of Puniſhing, not unufual 
in that Kind of Death, to Malefactors. 


His bearing his Croſs, and the other Accidents 
of his Journey to Execution, and their Malice, 
ſo cruſhed his wounded, tender, virginal Body, 
that they were forced to lay the Load upon a 
Cyrenian ; fearing, that he ſhould die with leſs. 


Shame and Smart, than they intended him, _ 
| 0 
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ſo He was pleaſed to take Man into his Aid, not 
only to repreſent his own Need, and- the Do- 
lorouſneſs of his Paſſion, but to conſign the Duty 
_ unto Man, that we muſt enter into a Fellowſhip 
with CRHRIST's Sufferings, taking up our Croſs, 
of whatſoever Kind it be; enduring Affronts, 
being patient under Affliction, loving them that 
hate us, and being Benefactors to our Enemies; 
abſtaining from ſenſual and intemperate Delights, 
forbidding to ourſelves even lawful Feſtivities, 
and Recreations of our Wearineſs, when we have 
an End of the Spirit to ſerve upon the Ruins of 
the Body's Strength: Mortifying our Deſires, 
breaking our own Will, not ſeeking ourſelves, 
being wholly reſigned to Gop. Theſe are the 
Croſſes and the Nails, and the Spear, and the 
Whip, and all the Inſtruments of CHRIS 1's 
Paſſion. 


Who can now ſee our Logp all covered over 
with Wounds, and afflicted with Perſecutions, 
and Sufferings of all Kinds, and not embrace 
them, and love and deſire them! Who can ſee, 
though but a very little Glimpſe of that Glory 
which he gives to ſuch as ſerve him, and not 
know, that all we can poſſibly do or ſuffer here 
is nothing, ſince we hope and look for ſuch high 
and glorious Things! How can he who ſees 
ſomething of the Torments which the Damned 
ſuffer in Hell, chooſe but eſteem all the Suffer- 
ings of this Life to be Delights, in Compariſon 
of thoſe others? And how can he chooſe but 
know the great Obligations he hath to our Lok, 


for having delivered him ſo often from that Place 
of eternal Woe ? 
It 
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It is a Shame, and we may apply it to our- 
ſelves; and if it were poſſible for Souls to be 
aſhamed in Heaven, we ſhould be juſtly aſhamed 
more than many others, that we ſhould deſire 
and look for ſuch great Bleſſings, and Delights, 
and Glory infinite, all at the Coſt of the good 
Jesvus, and not weep, at leaſt, over him, with 
the Daughters of Jeraſalem; nor help him to 
carry the Croſs, with Simen of Cyrene! O how 
can we ever think of coming to enjoy, by the 
Way of Pleaſures and Paſtimes, that which he 
purchaſed for us with the Expence of ſo much 
Blood? This can never be. Or how can we 
think, by our aſpiring to vain Honours, to be 
able to remedy that Contempt and Scorn, which 
he endured for us, that we might reign- for ever 
with him? This is unlikely. No, no: We take 
a wrong Courſe. We ſhall never reach our 
Journey's End by ſuch an erroneous Way. 


O bleſſed Nazarite/ whiter than Snow, brigh- 
ter than the Sky! purer than the Sun! How is 
thy Face disfigured with Grief! How do thine 
Eyes languiſh! Is this the Face that was the 
Perfection of Beauty, the Deſire of Nations; 
which ſo many Prophets and righteous Men have 
defired to fee! Is this the Face that Abraham 
longed to behold, and the Patriarchs were ambi- 
tious to have a View of? Is this the mighty 
Bridegroom of the Church, who was once trans- 
figured on the holy Mount, and his Face did 
ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment became white 
as the Light, Is this He whoſe Garments ſmell of 
Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia: and caſt ſuch a Scent, 


that the Daughter of Tyre came with a Gift, and 
the 
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the Rich among the People intreated his Favour ! 
Yes, it is thou, my Lok p, my Love, my Cru- 
cifhed ! Still thou art lovely to thoſe who ſee far- 
ther than the Outſide. Still thou art the Joy of 
the whole Earth, the Light of Heaven, and the 
Song of Sion! O infinite, incomprehenſible 
Goodneſs ! Lifted up upon the Tree, thou draw- 
eſt and inviteſt all Men unto thee! Thou preach- 
eſt on the Croſs, and thy very Wounds are Ser- 
mons to the Children of Men. Thy Blood trick- 
ling down, is an Exhortation to Repentance. 
Surely it is good for me to adhere to Thee, and 
to count it Death to be ſeparated from Thee 


O! whither ſhall I go, but to Thee! Thou 
baſt the Words of eternal Life! Thou art that 
lofty Cedar, whoſe Boughs overſpread the be- 
lieving World. Under the Shadow of that Tree 
will J reſt: Its Leaves are for the healing of the 
Nations. I will be glad in the Lok p, and re- 
Joice in my bleſſed Jesus. Let the World de- 
ſpiſe thee; N but honour thee; while great 
Men pals by thee, and regard thee not, I, that 

am poor and needy, will wait to be refreſhed by 

* thee, O, where can ſuch an Object be found? 
How lovely does he look in Tears, reſplendent 
in his Blood, amiable in his Wounds ! 


Jesvs was led out of the Gate of Jeruſalem, 
that he might become a Sacrifice for Perſons 
without the Jewiſh Pale, even for all the World. 
A great and mixed Multitude followed him : But 
the Women wept with bitter Exclamations ; and 
their Sadneſs was increaſed, by the ſad Prediction 
Jxsus then made of their future Miſery, ſaying, 

| | | Te 
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Ye Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not 2 me, but 
ren. For 


weep for yourſelves, and for your Children. 

the Time will come, that Men ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are 
the Barren that never bare, and the Paps that never 
gave fuck. -For they ſhall call on the Hills to 
cover them, and on the Mountains to fall upon 
them ; that, by a ſudden Ruin, they may eſcape 
the lingering Calamities of Famine, and Fear, and 


the Horror of a thouſand Deaths, 


When Jzsus came to Golgotha, a Place in the 
Mount of Calvary, a Hill of Death and of dead 
Mens Bones, polluted and impure, (where, ac- 
cording to the Tradition of the Ancients, Adam 
was buried, and where Abraham made an Altar 
for the Sacrifice of his Son) by the Piety of his 
Diſciples, and, it is probable of thoſe good Wo- 
men who uſed to miniſter to him, there was pro- 
vided Wine mingled with Myrrh, which, among 
the Eaſtern Nations, is an excellent and pleaſant 
Mixture, and ſuch as the Piety and Indulgence 
of the Nations uſed to adminiſter to condemned 
Perſons. But JEsUs, who by a voluntary Suſ- 
ception, did chooſe to ſuffer our Pains, refuſed 
that Refreſhment, which the Piety of the Wo- 
men preſented him, 


And now behold Him ſtript naked, who clothes 
the Fields with Flowers , the World with Robes, 
| and 


* The following Reflections, of the ingegjous and ſublime Her- 
wey, on the Paſſion- Flower, ſeem ſuited to this Subject, and will 
not be unacceptable to ſome Readers, 

% have read, in profane Authors, of Flowers inſcribed with the 
Name of Kings: But here is one, emblazoned with the Marks of 
the bleeding Prince of Life, I read, in the inſpired Writings, of 
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and the whole Globe with the Canopy of Hea- 
ven; and fo dreſt, that now every Circumſtance 
was 


Apoſtolic Men, who bore about in their Bodies the Dying of the 
Loxp Jxsus: But here is a blooming Religieſo, that carries ap- 
parent Memorials of the ſame tremendous and fatal Cataſtrophe. — 
Who would have expected to find ſuch a Tragedy of Woe, exhi- 
bited in a Collection of the moſt delicate Delights? Or to ſee 
Calvary's horrid Scene, portrayed on the ſofteſt Ornaments of the 
Garden ? — Is Nature then actuated by the noble Ambition, of 
paying Commemorative Honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is 
ſhe kindly officious, to temind forgetful Mortals of that Miracle of 
Mercy, which it is their Duty to contemplate, and their Happi- 
neſs to believe? — Or, is a ſportive Imagination my Interpreter; 
and all the ſuppoſed Reſemblance, no more than a precarious Glaſs 
of Fancy? Be it ſo: yet even Fancy has her Merit, when ſhe 
ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing Imagery, the cxuciFizD ** ; nor 
ſhould I refuſe a willing Regard to Imagination herſelf, when ſhe 
employs her creative Powers to revive the Senſe of ſuch unparalleled 


© That ow Tendril, ariſing from the Bottom of the Stalk, is 
it a Repreſentation of the Scourge which laſhed the Redeemer's un- 
ſpotted Fleſh ;z and inflicted thoſe Stripes by which our Souls are 
healed? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, which bound his Hands 
in painful ignominious Confinement ? thoſe beneficial Hands, which 
were inceſſantly ftretched out to unlcoſe the heavy Burdens, and to 
impart Bleſſings of every choice Kind? — Behold the Nails which 
were drenched in his ſacred Veins, and _— his Feet to the ace 
curſed Tree! Thoſe beautiful Feet, which always went about do- 
ing good; and travelled far and near, to ſpread the glad Tidings of 
everlaſting Salvation. — See the Hammer, ponderous and maſſy, 
that drove the rugged Irons through the racked Nerves; that forced 
a Paſſage for thoſe dreadfu] Wedges, between the diſlocated Bones: 
vie the Thorns, which incircled our royal Maſter's Brows, and 
ſhot their keen afflictive Points into his bleſſed Head; that Head 
which was ever meditating Peace to poor Sinners; and ſpent many 
a wakeful Night in ardent Prayer for their Happineſs, O the 
Smart ! the fiercely throbbing Smart! when, inſtead of the trium- 
phal Lavrel, or the odoriferous Garland, that pungent and rugged 
Wreath was planted on the meek Mxs81Aan's Forchead! When 
rude and barbarous Blows of the ftrong Eaſtern Cane, ſtruck the 
prickly Crown, and fixed every Thorn deep in his tender Temples, 
Obſerve the Glory, delineated in Rays of Imperial Purple. But 
ah! how incapable are Threads, though ſpun by Summer's fineſt 
Hand; thovgh dyed in Snows, or dipped in Heaven, to diſplay the 
| | immaculate 
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was a Triumph. By his Diſgrace he trampled 
upon our Pride; by his Poverty and Nakedneſs, 
he triumphed over our Covetouſneſs and Love of 
Riches ; and by his Pains chaſtiſed the Delicacies 
of our Fleſh, and broke in Pieces the Fetters of 
Concupiſcence. | 


As ſoon as Adam was clothed, he quitted Para- 
diſe ; and JEsUs was made naked, that he might 
bring us in again. We alſo muſt be deſpoiled of 
our exterior Adherences, that we may paſs thro' 
the Regions of Duty and divine Love, to a Soci- 


ety of bleſſed Spirits, an immortal and glorious 
Eſtate, 


And now they nail Him with four Nails! 
Here ſtop, O my Soul, and fee thy meek Savi- 
our 


immaculate Excellency of his Human, or the ineffable Majeſty of 
his Divine Nature! Compared with theſe ſublime Perfections the 
moſt vivid Aſſemblage of Colours fades into an unmeaning Flatneſs z 
the moſt charming Effects of Light and Shade, are not only mere 
Daubings, but an abſolute Blank.“ | 

„Among all the Beauties that ſhine in ſunny Robes, and fip 
the filver Dews ; this, I think, has the ncbleft Import, if not the 
fineft Preſence, Were they all to paſs in Review, and expect the 
Arwvard of Superiority from my Deciſion; I ſhould not heſitate a 
Moment: Be the Prize aſſigned to this amiable Candidate, which 
has ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, and ſo highly dignified herſe'f, by 
= bearing ſuch a remarkable Reſemblance to The Righteous Branch, 
Tbe Plant of Renozon, — While others appoint it a Place in the 
Parterre; I would tranſplant the Paſſion-Flower, or rather trans- 
fer its ſacred Significancy to my Heart, There let it bloom, both'in 
Summer and in Winter; bloom in the moſt impreſſive Characters, 
and with an undecaying Luſtre : That I alſo may wear — wear on 
my very Soul, the Traces of IMMANUEL ; pierced for my Sins, 
and bruiſed for my Tranſgreſſions. That I alſo may be cruciped 
wwith CnnriIsT ; at leaſt in penitential Remorſe and affectionate 
Sympathy, That I may know tbe Fellowſhip of his Sufferings z 
and feel all my evil Affections wounded by his Agonies, mortified 
by his Death.“ 
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our laid upon his Back, with Arms and Legs ex- 
tended! Behold they pierce his Hands, and his 
Feet, and faſten him in Torments to the Tree! 
See him lifted up! O Heavens, what a Sight! 


« The Skies he formed; and now he bleeds for 
me | 
But bleeds the Balm I want—yet till he bleeds! IB 
Draw the dire Steel — Ah no! — The dreadful 
-Bleſfling ! 5 
What Heart, or can ſuſtain, or dares forego ? } 
There hangs all human Hope; that Nail ſupports 
Our falling Univerſe : that gone, we drop . 
Horror receives us, and the diſmal Wiſh 
Creation had been ſmother'd in her Bicth — 
Darkneſs his Curtain, and his Bed the Duſt ; 
When Stars and Sun are Duſt beneath his Throne! 
In Heav'n itſelf can ſuch Indulgence dwell ? 
O what a Groan was there! A Groan not His. 
He ſeiz'd our dreadful Right; the Load ſuſtain'd ; 
And heav'd the Mountain from a guilty World. 
A thouſand Worlds /o bought, were bought too 
dear. 
Senſations new in Angels Boſoms riſe 
Suſpend their Song, and make a Pauſe in Bliſs !” 


They fixed his Croſs in the Ground, which 
with its Fall into the Place of its Station, gave 
infinite Torture, by fo violent a Concuſſion of 
the Body of our Lox D] which reſted upon No- 
thing but four great Wounds ! where he was de- 
ſigned to ſuffer a long and lingering Torment. 


Crucifixion, as it was of prercing Pain, ſharp 
and paſſionate ; ſo it was not of quick Effet, to- 
| wards 
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wards taking away the Life. St Andrew is ſaid 
to have been two whole Days upon the Croſs : 
And ſome Martyrs have, upon the Croſs, been 
rather ſtarved and devoured by Birds, than 
killed with the proper "Torment of the Tree, 
But Jesvs took all his Paſſion by voluntary Suſ- 
ception, Go p heightning it to great Degrees of 
Torment ſupernaturally; and he laid down his 
Life voluntarily, when his Father's Wrath was 
totally appeaſed towards Mankind. Our deareſt 
Lok p ſuffered the whole Condition of Humanity, 
Sin only excepted, and freed us fiom Hell, with 
ſuffering thoſe ſad Pains; and merited Heaven for 
his own Humanity, as the Head of all faithful 
People, as the Members of his myſtical Body. 


ne! 

But who can deſcribe, who can conceive the 
. Torments and Agonies of the Soul and Bcdy of 
* Jesus, in that Seaſon! | 
too He ſuffers both from Man and Gon, 

He bears the univerſal Load 

1 Of Guilt and Miſery ! * 
1 ä 

It was now the infinitely righteous Go p ex- 
ich prefled, fully expreſſed, his Diſpleaſure at the De- 
we luge of Iniquities which had overſpread the hu- 
of man Race, when JEsus bare them in his own 
lo- Body upon the Tree. Now he felt the painful 
de- Senſation of their horrid Evil, and of that tre- 
5 mendous Indignation which they deſerved. And 

from hence it is eaſy to account for the Conſter- 

arp nation of JE sus in the Garden, and that lament- 
to- able Cry on the Croſs. It is not to be wonder- 
rds ed at, that his Heart, though endued with invin- 


cible 
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cible Fortitude, ſhould become like melting Wax. 
For, who knoweth the Power of that Wrath, at 
which the Pillars of Heaven tremble ? Job xxvi. 11. 


The Vinegar and the Gal], which they gave 
him to drink, were not half ſo bitter, as the Cup 
of his Father's Wrath. Yet, for our Sakes he 

drank it off to the very Dregs. The Nails that 
.pierced his Hands, and the Spear that cleft his 
Heart, were not half ſo ſharp, as the Frowns of 
'his eternal Father's Countenance ; which, for our 
Sakes, he patiently ſubmitted to bear. He was 
rent with Wounds, and racked with Pain ! His 
Bones were diſlocated, and his Nerves convulſed! 
A thouſand thorny: Daggers were planted in his 
Temples, and Life flowed out at ten thouſand 
guſhing Veins. Yet this, all this was gentle, 
was lenient, in Compariſon of thoſe inexpreſſible 
Agonies, which penetrated his very Soul. The 
former, fetched not a ſingle Complaint from his 
Mouth: the latter, wrung from his breaking Heart 
that paſſionate Exclamation, enough to rend a 
Heart of Flint; My God ! my God ! Thy haſt thou 
forſaken me? Aſtoniſhing Words! Surely a Diſtreſs, 
beyond all Imagination grievous, uttered them: 


A Weight of Woe, more than ten Worlds could 


bear ! 


Surely the Vengeance, not of Men, but of 
Heaven itſelf, extorted them. Every Syllable of 
which ſpeaks what the mourning Prophet de- 
ſcribes; It it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? 
Behold and ſee ! if there be any Sorrow like unto 
mv Sorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflited me, 
in the Day of his fierce Anger / Lam, 1. 12. 

| Here 


du 
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Here then behold the Prieſt and the Sacrifice 
of all the World, laid upon the Altar of the Croſs, 
bleeding, tortured, and dying to reconcile his 
Father to us. Here is our whole Puniſhment 
endured ; the Shame of the Croſs, and the Sor- 
rows of Death, the Suſpenſion of the Almighty's 
= Favour, and the terrible Senſations of his Wrath. 
And in the Eſtimate of divine Juſtice, and in Point 
of penal Satisfaction, they were equivalent to our 
& endleſs Puniſhment. The divine Nature of our 
avion, communicated its ennobling Influence 
to every Tear he ſhed, to every Sigh he heaved, 
and every Pang he felt. This renders his Suf- 
IT ferings a perfect and complete Satisfaction. 


Jzesvs, on the Croſs, is the High-Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion: And he was arrayed with Ornaments, 
more glorious than the Robes of Aaron. The 
Crown of Thorns was his Mitre; the Croſs his 
Paſtoral-Staff; the Nails piercing his Hands, were 
inſtead of Rings, the ancient Ornaments of Prieſts; 
and his Fleſh razed, and chequered with Blue and 
Blood, inſtead of the parti-coloured Robe. 


In the midſt of two Thieves, the holy Jesvus 
hung three long Hours, clothed with Pain, Agony 
and Diſhonour ; all of them ſo eminent and vaſt, 
that He who could not but hope, whoſe Soul was 
encloſed with Divinity, and dwelt in the Boſom 
of God, yet had a Cloud of Miſery, ſo thick 
Land black drawn before him, that he complains 
as if Gop had forſaken him. 


But this was the Pillar of a Cloud which con- 
ducts T/rael into Canaan : And as Gon, behind 
» $ 8 the 


our Guide. He trod the Way, leaning upon the if 
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the Cloud, ſupparted the holy JEsus, and ſtood 
ready to receive him into the Union of his Glo- 
ries, ſo his Soul in that great Deſertion, had in- 
ternal Comforts, mingled with his Sorrows ; pro-“ 
ceeding partly from the Conſideration of all thoſe, 
who ſhould be adopted into the Fellowſhip of his 
Sufferings, who ſhould imitate his Graces, and 
participate of his Glories, We follow this Cloud 
to our heavenly Country, having CHRIST for 


Croſs, which, like the Staff of Egypt, pierced his 
Hands; yet it is to us a Comfort and Support, 
pleaſant to our Spirits as the ſweeteſt Canes, ſtrong 
as the Pillars of the Earth, and made fit for out 
Uſe, by having been borne and made ſmooth by 
the Hands of our elder Brother, | 


By the Croſs of CayrisT ſtood the hely Vir- 
gin Mother, upon whom old Simeon's Prophecy 
was now verified, For now ſhe felt a Sword paſs- | 
ing through her very Soul / She ſtood without 
Clamour or womaniſh Noiſe, ſad, ſilent, and 
with a modeſt Grief, deep as the Waters of the 
great Abyſs, but ſmooth as the Face of a Pool; 
full of Love, Patience, Sorrow, and Hope, She 
paſſed from the Griefs of the Paſſion, to the Ex- 
pectation of the Reſurrection; and ſhe reſted in 
his Death, as in a ſad Remedy: For ſhe knew it 
reconciled Gop with all the World ! Her Hope 
drew a Veil before her Sorrow; and though her 
Grief was great, enough to ſwell her up, yet her 
Love was greater, and did ſwallow up her Grief, 


But the Sun alſo had a Veil upon his Face, 
ai.d taught us to draw a Curtain before the Paſ- 
. ſion, 
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ſion, which would be the moſt effectual Expreſ- 
ſion of its Greatneſs; whilſt by Silence and Mon- 
der, we confeſs it great beyond our Expreſſion: 
Or, which is all one, great as the Burden and 
Baſeneſs of our Sins. And with this Veil, drawn 
before the Face of Jesvs, let us ſuppoſe him at 
the Gates of Paradiſe, calling with his laſt Words, 
in a loud Voice, to have them opened, that 2 
King of Glory may come in. | 


«© The King of Glory, He who left 

His Throne of Glory for the Pang of Death: 
Lift up your Heads, ye everlaſting Gates 

And give the King of Glory to come in. 

Who is the King of Glory ? He who flew 

The rav'nous Foe, that gorg'd all human Race! 
The King of Glory, He, whoſe Glory fill'd 
Heav'n with Amazement at his Love to Man; 
And with divine Complacency beheld ; 
Pow'rs moſt illumin'd *wilder'd in the Theme.“ 


necy | 
10% R As ſoon as the Lorp had given up his Spirit 
aug into the Hands of Gop, the Veil of the Temple was 


rent. The Angels, Guardians of the Place, de- 
ſerted it. The Rites of Maſes were laid open, 
and the [ncloſures of the Fabernacle were diſpart- 
ed, The Earth trembled, and the Graves were 
opened, Such was the Load of human Guilt |! 


d in 

4% It bow'd his bleſſed Head; o'erwhelm'd his 
* Ctoſs; 

e Made groan the Centre; burſt Earth's marble 

ö her Womb, ; : £ 


With Pangs, ſtrange Pangs ! deliver'd of her Dead. 
Hell howl'd; and Heav'n War Hour let fall a Tear; 
D 3 Heav'n 
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Heav'n wept, that Man might ſmile ! 
Heav'n bled, that Man might never die!“ 

The c World, and the old Religion, were fo 
ſhaken towards the firſt Chaos, that if Gop had 
not ſupported the one, and reſerved the other for 
an honourable Burial, the Earth had now ceaſed 
to ſupport her Children, and the Synagogue bad 
deen thrown out to an inglorious Expoſition and 
Contempt, 


But yet, in thoſe Symbols, they were changed 
from their firſt Condition, and paſſed into a new 
Dominion. In this Reſpect, vid Things are paſſed 
away, and all Things are become new, The Earth 
and the Heavens were reckoned a new Creation: 
T hey paſſed into another Kingdom or State, un- 
cer CHR1sT our LokD. And although the Heart 
of the Prieſt rent not, even then when Rocks did 
tear in Pieces, yet many of the People who ſaw 


the Paſſion ſmote their Breaſts, and returned and | 


cenfeſſed CHRIST. . 


When the Soldiers obſerved that JzsUs was | 


dead, out of ſpite, and impotent, ineffective Ma- 
lice, one of them pierced his holy Side with 2 
Spear ! and the Rock being ſmitten, it guſhed out 
with Water and Blood / Streaming forth to refreſh 
his Church, and opening a Gate, that all his Bre- 
thren might enter in, and dwell for ever in the 
Heart of Gop, 


Yes, ſo great was the Love of our Lok p, that 
be ſuffered his Heart to be opened, to ſhew it! 


That, as Zue was formed from the Side of * 
1 0 
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ſo was the Church to be formed from the Side of 
her Lok b. receiving from thence Life and ſpiri- 
tual Nouriſhment. This he miniſters in great 
Abundance. He ſuffered himſelf to be ſo pierced, 
that all his Blood did ſtream over us, until he 
made the Fountain dry; and reſerved Nothing of 
that by which he knew his Church was to lives 
and move, and have her Being, | 


He would not have one Drop of his Blood re- 
main unſhed for the Salvation of Mankind, It is 
all for us; he reſerves not the leaſt Part of it foc 
himſelf, O wonderful Transfuſion of the Blood 
of Gop, from the Head into the Members ; from 
his natural into his myſtical Body ; from the Side 
of JEsus CHRIST, into the Believer's Heart! 
Let Faith and Gratitude, O my Loa p, continu- 
ally open my Heart, to receive the quickening 
Virtue of this Blood, which conveys eternal Life 
to us, This living Stream, running upon us,. 
makes us of the Family of God; and the Mater 
not only quenches the Fire of Hell, and the 
Flames of Concupiſcence ; but, together with the 
Blood, -purges our Conſcience from dead Mor li, to 
ſerve in Purity the living Gad. | 


Here let us ſtop— and wonder ! — and adore ! 


Heav'n's Sov'reign Bleſſings, cluſt'ring from the 2 


Croſs, 


Ruſh on us in a Throng; and cloſe us round, 

The Pris'ners of amaze | 

Hail, Heav'n! all-laviſh of ſtrange Gifts to Man! 

Thine all the Glory; Man's the boundleſs Bliſs !. 
D 4 What 


* 


8, The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 


What a Source of Bleſſings is here! Juſtly 
may we cry out, with the aſtoniſhed and tranſports 
ed Apoltle, hut ſhall we ſay ta theſe Things? If 
God be for us, (and let his Paſſion ſpeak his Love) 
who can be againſt us? He that ſpared not his own 
Sen, but delivered him up fer us all, haw ſhall he 
not with him alſa freely give us all Things“ 


Glorious Propitiation! And full as complete 
as glorious, Here is the full, perfect, and ſuffi- 
cient Sacrifice, for the Sins of the whole World. 
Here we ſee the whole Puniſhment endured which 
was due to our Sins. In the Eftimate of divine 
Juſtice, and in Point of penal Satisfaction, theſe 
Sufferings were equivalent to our endleſs Puniſh- 
ment. Had they indeed been the Sufferings of 
a mere Man, or of the moſt exalted Angel, they 
could have bore no Proportion to our Demerit. 
It were impoſſible for a finite Being, to ſuſtain 
the Wrath or Diſcharge the Debt. But they 
were the Sufferings of the PRINcE'of Heaven, 
and the LoRD-TOf Gloky ; before whom alb Men 
are as Duſt, and all Angels as Worms. Was 
an infinite Majeſty offended ? An infinite Media- 
tor atoned. Finite Creatures can never make an 
infinite Satisfaction; no, not through the moſt 
unlimited Revolution of Ages. Whereas when 
our divine LoRD undertook the Work, being 
truly and properly infinite, He finiſhed at once? 80 
that his Sufferings. though temporary, have an 
All- ſufficiency of Merit and Efficacy. They are, 
in this Reſpect, parallel, nay, on Account of 
the Infinitude of his Nature, they are more than 


parallel to an Eternity of our Puniſhment, 
| | ( 
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It was IMMANUEL, it was the incarnate God, 
who thus purchaſed the Church, and redeemed Sin- 
ners with his own B. The Divinity of our 
Saviour communicated its ennobling Influence-to 
every Tear he ſhed, to every Sigh he heaved, and 
every Pang he felt, This renders his Sufferings 
a perfect, as their vicarious Nature renders them 
a proper Satisfaction. And though the IYood of 
Lebanon was not ſufficient to burn, mer all the Beafts 
thereof ſufficient for a Burnt-offering ; this Sacri- 
fice fully anſwers the Exigence of the Caſe.” This 
Sacrifice ſends up an ever acceptable Odour to the 
Skies, and diffuſes its ſweet Perfume through all 
Generations; ſuch as procures us Peace with. 
Heaven, and revives the World, 


Hereby are procured, even for the moſt un- 
worthy Creatures, all the Benefits of the new- 
Covenant, even that which our Lob ſtiles the 
New Teſtament in his Blood, Luke xxii. 20.—Is it 
a Privilege to know Gop, the infinitely-amiable 
Centre and Source of all Perfection? 1s it a moſt 
valuable Endowment, to have his Laws put into 


our Minds and written on our Hearts? Is it a 


Branch of real Felicity, to have our numberleſs 


Sins forgiven, and not one of our Iniquities re- 


membered any more? Ts it the Compendium of 
all Happineſs, to have Gor for our Portion, and 
our exceeding great Reward ? To be his peculiar 
Treaſure, his loving and beloved People? To- 
be aſcertained of our Title to eternal Felicity ? 
Of all theſe we may ſay, Fhey are the Purchaſ⸗ 
of IMMANUEL's Bloood d. 
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Further : Nothing ſpeaks ſuch Terror to the 
Children of Diſobedience, as the bitter Paſſion, 
and accurſed Death of CHRIST. All the rheto- 


ical Aggravations of Sin, with regard to its loath- 
ſome Nature, and execrable Vileneſs; all the 


Severity of Vengeance, executed on all rebellious 
Angels, or wicked Men; all are weak and inex- 
preflive, compared with the dreadful Tortures of 
the bloody Tree! For, if the Loxpd Almighty 
dared not his own Son, when Guilt was not found 
in him, but only imputed to him; how much leſs 
ſhall he ſpare zncorrigible Offenders, who both 
habitually commit, and obſtinately perſiſt in their 
daring — 


1f, as the Apoflle argues, he that deſpiſed Mo- 
fes's Law died without Mercy; of how much ſorer 
Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 


who hath trampled under Foot the Blood of Chriſt? 


&c. As if he bad ſaid, Let no one be embold- 


ened to commit a Sin, on the Footing of the mer- 


ciful and benign Nature of the Goſpel-Grace and 
Diſpenſation, as though Heaven looked upon it 
with more Allowance, or leſs Deteſtation than 
formerly: No; let them know, that ſuch an 
Abuſe of the Blood of the Croſs, is the great- 
eſt Aggravation of a Sinner's Guilt, He died to 
fave us from, not in our Sins. 


Alas! What can be ſo effectual to break a 
ſtony, or melt an icy Heart, as theſe doleful Ef- 
ſects of Sin! Let us imagine Ourſelves preſent at 
Calvary, and flanding by the Croſs. See] the 
innocent, the amiable, the illuſtrious Saviour, 
hangs on a Tree! A Tree, torturous as the _—_ 
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and ignominious as the Gibbet. See! His Face 
is foul with ſpitting, and his Sides are tore with 
the Scourge. His Veins ſtream with Blood, and 
his Heart is wounded with Anguiſh, There He 
hangs, abandoned by his Friends ; reviled and 
inſulted by his Enemies ; and forſaken even by 
his Gop | Can we reflect that Ve, even We, that 
Thou, O Sinner, wert the Cauſe of this incon- 
ceivable Miſery ; and not fee] Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, or Sorrow of Heart? Canſt thou think, 
that for Thee He bore this amazing Torment, 
and not ſmite thy Breaſt, and be pained at the 


very Soul ! 


From hence likewiſe are deducible the trueſt, 
the ſtrongeſt Motives, to divert the Heart from 
every Idol and Attachment, from every Word 
and Work, diſpleaſing to Gov. Whoſe Indige 
nation does not riſe againſt the infamous W retches 
that betrayed, that apprehended the bleſſed Jesus ? 
Who is not ready to deteſt thoſe envenomed 
Tongues, which maliciouſly accuſed Him; and 
thoſe barbarous Hands which ſcourged and cruct- 
hed Him? How then can we cheriſh thoſe horrid 
Luſts, which were the principal Actors in this 
deepeſt of Tragedies? How can we careſs, how 
can we entertain, how can we endure thoſe exe- 
crable Iniquities, which were the Betrayers and 
Murderers of the Prince of Life? He bore our 
Sins in his own bleeding, agonizing Body on the 
Tree; not that we ſhould continue to repeat them, 
but be incited to abhor them, and induced to for- 
ſake them: That, in our Practice and our Af- 
fections, we ſhould not only be averſe, but even 


dead to Sin, 1 Peter ii. 24. 
In 
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In ſhort, nothing adminiſters ſo powerful an 


Incitement to every heavenly Virtue ; and the 


Practice of every good Work; to Benevolence 
to our Fellow-Creatures, difintereſted Charity, 
and univerſal Good-will towards Mankind, as 


this Kindneſs and Love of Gop our Saviour ; 


as a lively and appropriating Senſe of this won- 
drous Grace, ſet home by the HoLy Ghost. 


It procures ſuch a warm Gratitude, and ſuch a 
Heart-felt Joy, as are far more operative than 
the moſt awful Threatnings, or the moſt cogent 


Reaſonings. In every ReſpeR, it is worthy of 
the moſt grateful and adoring Acceptance from 
fiaful Man; and ſuch as will be had in everlaſt- 
ing Honour, by the Choirs of Saints, and the 
Hoſts of Angels. | 
Open, O Loxp, our Underſtandings to theſe 
Truths, which are ſo aftoniſhing, ſo intereſting | 


and cauſe our Hearts to ſubmit themſelves thereto. 
with hymble Adoration and obedient Love, 


* 
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| 1 Cor. I. 23, 24. 
IV: preach Chrift crucified, to the Jews & Stumbling 
black, and to the Greeks Fodlifhmeſs : But unto them 

which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Ghrift 
the Power of God, and the Wiſdtm of God. 


| E have conſidered, in the former Diſcourſe 
VVV . on theſe Words, the Subject of the Apo- 
ſtle's Preaching ; namely, CHRIST crucified: And 
endeavoured to ſet Him forth, as crucified before 
our Eyes] Such a Subject, and ſuch a Sight! 
one would think, ſhould be enough to break the 
Heart, and inflame the Love, at leaſt of every one 
that names the Name of CHRIST. HE has done 
enough for all Hearts to love Him! and all 
Tongues to confeſs Him! And may well ſay, 
What could I have done for my Vineyard, that I have + 
not done? True, Lok 5, what couldeſt thou in- 
deed have done greater, than give thy Life for 
thine Enemies! Thou haſt died, the Fuft for the 
Unjuſt, to bring us to God, 3 


# 
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a” 


And how do we requite Him for his Life, his 
Love, and Blood ? In our Baptiſm, it is true, we 
vow Allegiance to Him; we profeſs to enliſt un- 
der the Banner of his Croſs, and declare * 
War againſt his and our Enemies: We, in Ef- 
fect, declare, This crucified Ixs us is our Gop, 
and HIM only will we ſerve.” But, alas ! no 
ſooner are we capable, than our Vows are broken, 

-and our Promiſes are rendered vain. Our Lives 
in private, and our Converſation in public, ſeem 
an entire Inverſion of our Profeſſion : As though, 
inſtead of renouncing the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this ſinful 
World,” &c. we had promiſed to forget Go p, 
to ſerve the Devil, love the World, and indulge 
our Luſts and Paſſions, as much as ever we are 
able. So that our Lox D may well complain con- 
cerning us, All the Day long have J ſtretched 
out my Hands to a gainſaying and diſobedient 
People; to a Seed of Evil-doers, Children that 
are Corrupters; who have forſaken the Lox, 
have provoked the holy One of Jſrae/ to Anger, 
and gone away backwards,” | 5 


Surely, they will reverence my Son, ſaid the Lok p 
of the Vineyard, mentioned in the Goſpel. This 
was the laſt Expedient, which he could think of, 
to recover his Inheritance, and reduce his Rebels 
to their Duty. But it was to them only Matter 
of filling up the Meaſure of their Iniquities. 
They ſaid, * This is the Heir; come, let us kill 
him, and the Inheritance ſhall be ours. And 
they caſt him out of the Vineyard and ſlew him.” 
So did the Jews, for whom, the Parable referred 


5 to, 
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to, was chiefly intended, treat JesUus CHRIST, 
He was, according to St Paul, to the Fews, a 
Stumbling - block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, 
Which Word leads us to the Conſideration of 
the ſecond Particular in the Text, namely, The 
Treatment which the Preaching of CHRIST cru- 
cified meets with in the World, or the Conduct 
of Men with Reference thereto. It is, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, 


I, To the Fews, a Stumbling- black, 
II. To the Greeks, Foolifhneſs. 
I ſhall diſcourſe to each of theſe Particulars, 


1. Firſt, To the Jews, a Stumbling - block, — 
It is well known, that thoſe Names, eus and 
Greeks, were formerly the common Appellations 
for Mankind in general: The former, includin 
only the Deſcendents of Abraham, called, The 
Twelve Tribes of 1ſrael; that is, the Poſterity , 
of the Twelve Sons of Jacob. Theſe have been 
variouſly named: They are termed Hebrews, from 
Heber, the Patriarch; (the Name was firſt given 
to Abraham, Gen. xiv. 13.) J1ſraclites, from the 
Patriarch Jacob, who after his wreſtling and pre- 
vailing with the Angel, Gen. xxxii. had his Name 
changed to Iſracel. They are termed Jews, after 
„the Son of Jacob by his Wife Leah : When 
e brought him forth, ſhe uttered a Hebrew 
Word, which imports, ** This Time I will praiſe 
JenovAn;“ and ſhe called his Name Fehudah, 
which is another Hebrew Word ; both implying, 
« I will praiſe the Logd myſelf, and he and his 
Poſterity 


88 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 


Poſterity ſhall all praiſe the Lord after me.“ 
From hence the whole Poſterity of Jacob were 


called Fehudim, Jews: As if, by their very 


Name, they ſhould be reminded of their Duty 
to praiſe the LoRDU. Hence, he is ſaid to be a 
true Jeu, whoſe Praiſe ts of GoD, Rom. ii. 29, 


The Worſhip of the true Gop was confined, 
for the moſt Part, to theſe People. His divine 
Oracles were committed to their Cuſtody : C 

them were the Fathers ; and from them was linea])ly 
deſcended the Mefſiah: To them pertained. the 
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, 
and the giving of the Law, and the Service of 
Gop, and the Promiſes ; the true Way of ſerv- 
ing Gon, and all the Promiſes relating to CHRIST, 
made to the Fathers, Rom. ix. 


The Greeks or Gentiles, on the other Hand, 
included the Reft of Mankind ; all who were not 
Jeus by Birth, or proſelyted to the Jewiſh Reli- 
gion, Theſe are — in the Old Teſta- 
ment, called by a Hebrew Word, Goim, that is, 
Nations, or Heathens : The Jews are diſtinguiſhed 
from them by another Word, Gnamim, which 
fienifies People; literally Peoples: As being, in a 
ſpecial Manner, the People of Gon. | 


Thoſe Nations, or Gentiles, were almoſt uni- 
verſally profeſſed Idolaters. Several of them are 
famed for Wiſdom and Learning, for deep Re- 
ſearches and wonderful Diſcoveries in natural 


Knowledge, Their Syſtems of Natural Reli- 


gion, ſo called, and Philoſophy, having been tranſ- 
mittcd. to diſtant Generations, 
Bud 
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e.“ But they were wholly ignorant of the Worſhip 
vere of the true Gop, Falſe Deities they had with- 
ery out Number, to whom they offered, as well hu- 
Duty man as other Sacrifices; and for whoſe Worſhip 


they had numerous Rites and Ceremonies, Not 


9. content with not acknowledging the living and 
true Gop, they rendered to Creatures a Worſhip 
ed, which is only due to the Almighty Creator : 
ine And it is not much to be wondered at, that ſince 
Of the Heathens worſhipped for their Gods Mon- 
Ily ſters of Uncleanneſs, and of all kinds of Injuſ- 
the tice, they ſhould give-themſelves up to the moſt 
ts, enormous Vices ; as we are told by St Paul they 
of Fre: 
Ve | 
I, He deſcribes them in this Manner, Thom 


that when they knew Gop, (many of the wiſer 
Heathens did know there is one ſupreme Being, 
the Creator and Preſerver of all Things) they = 
rified him not as God, neither were thankful, but 
became vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſb 
Heart was darkened, ( What a terrible Inſtance 
have we of this, in the Writings of Lucretius & 
What vain Reaſonings, and how dark a Heart, 
amidſt ſo pompous Profeſſions of Wiſdom ! Such 
was the Reaſonings of the Heathen World in 
general, various, uncertain, fooliſh ;”) profeſſing 
themſelves to be wiſe, they became Fools ; and changed 
the Glory of the incorruptible God, into. an Image 
made like to corruptible Man ; and 12 Birds, and 
four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. They changed 
the Truth of God, his true Worſhip, into a Lie; 
falſe, abominable, idolatrous; and worſhipped, 
inwardly, and ſerved outwardly, the Creature more 


than the Creator, Rom. i. 21, 25. Such is the 
Character 


— _ = mw ip 


* 
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Character of the Gree#, or Gentile World: Their 
Puniſhment is recorded in the following Vei ſes 


of that Chapter. 


The 7.ws acknowledged one only living and 


true Gop, the Maker of Heaven and Earth; 


whom they adored and worſhiped, by his in- 
communicable Name, JEHovan. They pro- 
felled Subjection and Obedience to him, gloried 


in his Oracles, and bound themſelves by the 


ſtrongeſt Obligations, to keep his Statutes and 
Ordinances. They received the Sign of Circum- 
ſion, as the Token of the Covenant which Goo 
made with Abraham, and to be the diſtinguiſhing 
Mark between them and the Gentile World. 


They were enjoined a Number and Variety of 


Sacrifices and Ceremonies, and had a magnifi- 
cent Temple built for them by Solomon, to which 
the ſolemn and feſtival Worſhip of Gop, was 
wholly confined among them. The moſt pri- 
vileged and dignified Encomiums are given 'of 


their outward State of Things, both in the Old 


Teſtament and in the New. 


Puffed up with Arrogance and Pride, at their 
ſpecious Outſide, and for having a Law, which 
would indeed have promoted their Glory and 
Happineſs, if they had ſtuck to the true Senſe of 
it; they fancied they had a Right to hate and de- 
ſpiſe the Reſt of Mankind ; with whom they agreed 
in no one Point, but in an extreme Corruption 
of Manners, They had the moſt ſupercilious 
Contempt for the Reſt of the World, and treated 
the Gentiles with the utmoſt Indignity, account- 
ing them accurſed, and rejected of Gop.. * 

| © 
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The Gentiles, on the contrary, multiplied their 
Deities without Number ; and made for Objects 
of their Worſhip the heaveuly Bodies, Vegetables, 
yea, the moſt deſpicable Reptiles ; and, as we have 
obſerved, Monſters of Uncleanneſs, and of all 
Kind of Impiety. They proſtituted the Divinity 
to whatever bore the Character of a Goodneſs, 
ſufficiently powerful to procure ſuch Advantages 
as were ſuperior to the ordinary Capacity of Men. 
They even imputed to their Gods the moſt abo- 
minable Crimes, the Committers of which they. 
would have puniſhed on Earth as infamous Cri- 
minals.-—Deities that preſented no other Picture 
of ſupreme Happineſs, than the Perpetration of 
Crimes, and the Gratification of their Paſſions ! 

St Paul affirms, The Gods of the Heathen are 
but Devils. They rejected the Writings of ſes 
and the Prophets, were without an orderly State, 
even of their idolatrous Worſhip, and in their 
Turn, abhorred and contemned the whole Jewiſh 
_—_ as ſuperſtitious, ignorant, and in Bon- 

age, 5 ; 


So that the utmoſt Contrariety is perceivable 
between them : They mutually hated and deſpiſed 
each other; uſed the moſt opprobrious Terms 
of Reproach one for the other ; and often carried - 
their Hatred and Reſentment to ſuch Lengths, 
as proved by Turns their mutual Deſtruction. 


Nevertheleſs, in the Inſtance before us, we 
find both agreed ; namely, in ſetting at nought the 
Goſpel of CyRisT. JESUS crucified, his Perſon, 
Life, Doctrine, Croſs, and Kingdom, were — 

08 
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the one Matter of Offence, and. by the other re- 
puted mere Folly; To the Fews, @ Stumbling- 
black, and to the Greeks, Foaliſhneſs. 


A Stumbling-block, in common Speech, is any 
Thing that lies in one's Way, which occaſions a 
falſe Step, and conſequently a Trip, Stumble, or 
Fall. In a moral Senſe, it means any Thing in 
Doctrine, or the Conduct of Perſons, at which 
Offence is taken, or on Account of which Perſons 
turn aſide from a good Way, and ſo fall into Sin 
and Ruin. Thus, we read in the fixth Chapter 
of St John's Goſpel, of a Diſcourſe of our Lok Dp, 
at which ſome of his Followers were ſo offended, 
as from thence to go back, and walk no more 
with him: They fumbled at his Doctrine. 


In the 119th Pſalm, it is ſaid, Great Peace have | 
they who love thy Law : Nothing ſhall offend them; 
ſtrictly, and as the Margin renders it, they all 
bave na Stumbling-block. And, faith our Lok p, 
Bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in Me, 
Matt. xi. 6. Bleſſed, or happy is he, whoſaever 
ſhall not fumble or take Offence at CRaISr's 
Perſon, Poverty, Doctrine, Ignominy, or Death. 
To flumble, and be offended, in Scripture-Phraſe, 
mean the fame Thing, CHRIST crucified was 
this Stumbling- bloc to the Jews. 


The whole Jewiſh Nation had been long in 
Expectation of the promiſed Meſſiah. Maſes, 
their Lawgiver, had foretold thels Fathers, that 

1 Brethren, God would raiſe up unto them a 
ophet, like unto him, ( Moſes was, in ſeveral 
Reſpects a Type of ChRISsT H: He was a Law- 


giver, 
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piver, Prophet, Prince and Mediator,) whom they 


[bor hrarken ie and oley, upon Pain of being 
cut off from bei; ng Cob's People, Deut. xviii. 
All the ſucceeding 2? ophets {poke of Him, in 


like Manner, though un der different Titles, and 
at different Periode. To Adum he was promiſed, 
uhder the obſcure Term of the Seed of the Maman ; 
but afterwards, to the Prophets 


Amplier known, our Sa vioug and our Lok p. 


They encouraged and comforted ae, under 
their moſt preſſing Calamities, with the aſſured 
ExpeCtation of the coming of Him, of whoſe Go- 
vernment and Peace, there "ſhould be no End. 


Whatever the Prophets had foretold ſhould 
precede his coming, was now fully accompliſhed. 
The Scepter had been for ſome Time departed from 
Fudah, and a Lawgiver from between his Feet, 
Gen. xlix. 10, Daniel's Meets were completely 
ended: The Jewiſh Nation were diſperſed, and 
in Bondage : The State of the Univerſe ſeemed 
to portend ſome great Event : Heaven and Earth 
conſpired, to render his coming, when he came, 
deſirable apd neceſſary, ; 


All the World expected that in Fudea ſhould 
be born their Prince. But the incredulous World 
had in their Obſervation ſlipt by their true Prince, 
becauſe he came not in pompous and ſecular 
Illuſtrations. Upon that very Stock, Yeſpaſian 
was nurſed up in Hope of the Roman Empire: 
And he was endeared and engaged upon that 
Fortune by the Prophecy, which however, was 

never 
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never intended for him by the Prophet. But the 
Fortune of the Roman Monarchy, was not great 
enough for this PRINCE, deſigned by the old 
Prophets. And therefore, it was not without 
the Influence of the Divinity, that his Deceſſor, 
Auguſtus, about the Time of ChAIST's Nativity, 
refuſed to be called Lord. Poſſibly it was to 
entertain the People with ſome Hopes of Reſti- 
tution of their Liberties, till he had griped the 
Monarchy with a ſtricter and faſter Hold: But 
the Chriſtians were apt to believe, that jt was 
upon the Prophecy of a Sich, foretelling the Birth 
of a greater Prince, to whom all the World 
ſhould pay Adoration ; and that this Prince, was 
about that Time born in. Judea. The Oracle 
which was dumb to Auguſius's Queſtion, Who 
ſhould ſucceed him? told him unaſked, that an 
Hebrew Child was his LoRD and Enemy. 


There was now univerſal Peace throughout the 
World. For He that was about to appear, was 
the PRINCE oF PEACE, and came to reconcile 
Gop with Man, and Man with his Brother; 
and to make, by the Sweetneſs of his Example, 
and the Influence of a holy Doctrine, ſuch happy 
Reconciliations between diſagreeing Natures, ſuch 

Confederacies and Societies between Enemies, 
that the Welf and the Lamb ſhould lie down together : 
So it ſeemed good in the Eye of Heaven, to de- 
clare, not only the Greatneſs, but the Goodneſs 
of the PRINCE, now born in Judea, the Loxp 
of all the World. 


This Defire of all Nations, had been long and 


eagerly expected. The Jews, whoſe Neceſſities 
rendered 
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rendered his appearing doubly acceptable, were 
attentive to every one that appeared in any more 
than ordinary Character. Accordingly, when 
John the Baptiſt made his firſt public- Appear- 
ance, as an Inſtructor of the People, they ſent 
Meſſengers to him, ſaying, Art thou HE that ſhould 
come, or do we look for another 


But the Misfortune was, that their Ideas of 
the Meſſiah, were entirely different both from 
what the Prophets meant, and their greateſt Ne- 
ceſſities really required. It was ſaid of Him, that 
he ſhould ſave them from all their Enemies: By 
which the Jews fondly, but miſtakenly under- 
ſtood, or would underſiand, only the Greeks, Ro- 
mans, or whatever other Nations of the Earth, 
injured, enſlaved, or brought them into Bondage, 
and tyrannized over their Bodies or Fortunes. 
Whereas the Prophecy, referred to their ſpiritual 
Enemies; the Powers of Darkneſs, and their Sins, 
with all their wretched Conſequences; that, being 
ſaved from all theſe Enemies, they might ſerve 
God without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
before him all the Days of their Life. | his was 
the Mercy promiſed to their Fathers; and on this 
depended the Performance of God's holy Cove- 
nant with them. This is the Reign which IEsUs 
hath over the Houſe of Jacob for ever; a Reign 
begun in Grace, and of which, in Glory, there 
ſhall be no End. 


It was ſaid likewiſe, that the Lon Do would 
raiſe up unto David a righteous Branch; that a 
King ſhould reign, and proſper, and execute Fudg- 
ment and Juſtice in the Earth ; that in his Days 

| Judah 
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-" 


2 ſhould be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhould dwell ſafely, 
ut that they might'not miſtake the Nature of 
his Reign, nor the Protection of his Government, 
he is called by a Name, which has immediate 
Reference to the Spirituality of his Kingdom; 
For, this is the Name whereby he ſhall be called, 
Tur LonD our RiohrkousN ESS. He is not 
ſuch a Prince as Meſes, nor ſuch a SAviour as 
ora: It is over the Heart he reigns; it is by 

epentance that he ſaves; it is by the Forgive 
neſs and Deſtruction of Sins, that be manifeſts 
his Power, 


But, quite contrary to this Notion of the Meſ- 
fiah's Kingdom and Reign, they expected that 
their Reliever, the Sh:/:a, ſhould be like one of 
the old Heroes whom Gop had ſent formerly, 
when they prayed to him in their Neceſlities ; 
ſuch as the JUDGEs were, who fo often delivered 
them from the Oppteſſion of their Enemies, and 
reſtored and renewed the old Government of Gop 
among the People; for which Reaſon, they were 
even called Saviours. And as the Jews were now 
under the Roman Yoke, without other Hope of 
Deliverance, they were the eaſier led to make 
the Application, | 


How great then muſt their Diſappointment 
have been, when, inſtead of the mighty Prince 
and Hero, their fond Hopes had formed to them- 
ſelves an Idea of, this King of Iſrael made his moſt 
auguſt Entry into their Gapital City, meek and 
lowly, riding upon en Aſ7s Colt; without other 
Retinue, Pomp, or Army, than a Crowd of aſto- 

niſhed Spectators, ctying, Heſanna to the Son of 
1 | David. 
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David. The Ideas which they had of Gideon, 
Samſon, Fephtah and Barak, were then daſhed to 
Pieces. They eaſily perceived that neither this 
meek SAvIovR, nor his Attendants, were calcu- 
lated for ſuch heroical Exploits, as thoſe Judges 
of old, or the Maccabees more lately, had per- 
formed for them, | 


His Kingdom is not of this World. This He 


declared, and this He evidenced by the whole of 


his Proceſs from firſt to laſt, The Jews, on the 
contrary, had hardly the leaft Conception of any 
other than a temporal Kingdom z and «heir No- 
tions on the Head of it correſponded therewith : 
To which, therefore, they knew not how to recon- 
cile a ſingle Circumſtance in what related to IEsus. 
As to his Perſon, though the faireft among ten 
Thouſand, lovelier than the Sons of Men, and purer 
than Angels; He had, in their Eſteem, no Form nor 
Comelinefs : And when we ſee him, (aid they, there 
is no Beauty that we ſhould deſire him. 


His Parents were not of the Great Ones of the 
Earth: Foſeph, his ſuppoſed Father, was well 
known to be no other than a Carpenter; Mary, 
an obſcure Virgin, who, though highly honoured 
and approved of Heaven, yet was of ſmall Note 
among the Jews. The Family, on both Sides, 
were well known to them : His Mother and Bre- 
thren are with us, ſaid they: Whence hath HE theſe 
Wings! So did they depreciate the Excellencies 
which they could not avoid diſcerning, and were 
conſtrained to own in him. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of Nazareth? was urged 
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The Place of his Birth was of no great Note, 


and that of his Education and Reſidence, was in- 


famous to a Proverb : Can any good Thing come out 
againſt him, as ſoon as 
it was known whence he came. His Attendants 
were commonly of the loweſt of the People : It 
was once ſaid, The whole World is gene after him. 
But the great Men, his Enemies, inquired, Have 
any of the Phariſees, or of the Rulers, believed on 


him? As if they had ſaid, What matters it, that 


He is followed and admired by ſuch a Number of 
the Rabble, and Scum of the People? Shew us 
a wiſe, a rich Man, or a Scholar, that adheres to 
him. As for theſe Vulgar, who know not the Law, 
who know no better, they are accurſed. | 


Thus was our deareſt Lox D deſpiſed and re- 


jected of Men ! reproached and contemned by the 


People. His Diſeſteem of the World, and Re- 
fuſal of every Offer and Opportunity of aggran- 


dizing himſelf, and becoming reſpectable among 


Men, heightened yet further the mean Thoughts 
which the Jews had conceived of him. Diſap- 
pointed therefore in their ExpeQations of an 
earthly Deliverer in him, they took every poſſible 
Opportunity of traducing and calumniating both 
bis Perſon and Teaching. They ſummed up all 
in theſe opprobrious Words, He hath a Devil, and 
is mad, why hear ye him? Thus, | 


See, the Deſire of Nations comes“ 
Nor outward Pomp beſpeaks him near ; 
A Veil of Fleſb the Go p aſſumes, 

A Servant's Form be floops to wear : 
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He lays his ev'ry Glory by, 
Ignoby law, obſcurely mean; 
Of Beauty void in Reaſon's Eye, 
he Source of Lovelineſs is ſeen. 


Before we proceed further on this Head, let us 
ſtop a little, and take a View of the Perſon of our 
deſpiſed LoxD, in ſome of the Circumſtances 

under Conſideration, And let it not be forgot- 
ten, that He who cried in the Manger, who 
ſucked the Paps of a Woman, who expoſed him- 
ſelf to Miſery, Poverty, and a World of Incon- 
veniencies, is the Son of the living Gop; of the 
ſame Subſtance with his Father, begotten before 
all Ages; before the Morning-Stars ſang together, 
and the Sons of GoD ſhouted for Foy: He is 
Gop Eternal. He is alſo, by Reaſon of the per- 
ſonal Union of the Divinity with his human Na- 
ture, the Son of Gon; not by Adoption, as good 
Men, and bleſſed Angels are; but by an extraor- 
dinary and miraculous Generation. He is the 
Heir of his Father's Glories and Poſſeſſions, not 
by Succeſſion, (for his Father cannot demiſe) but 
by an Equality of Communication. He is the 
expreſs Image of his Father's Perſon, according 

to bath Naturesz the Marks and Characters of 
his Godhead being impreſſed throughout all the 
Capacities of his 1 And after all this, 
He is OUR SAVIOUR; that to our Duties of 
Wonder and Adoration, we may add the Aﬀec- N 
tions of Love and Union; as beſides his being 
admirable in himſelf, He is become profitable to 
us. The eternal Word of the Father is accom- 
1 to the Weakneſs and Dimenſions of an 
Ntant. 
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Here then are concentered the Prodigies of 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs, of Wiſdom and Cha- 


rity, of Meekneſs and Humility 3 and march all 
the Way in Myſtery and incomprehenſible Mix- 


ture; whether we conſider him in the Boſom of 
his Father, where he is ſeated by the Poſitions of 
Love and eflential Felicity; or in the Manger, 
where Love alſo placed him, and an infinite De- 


| fire to communicate his Felicities to us, 


As he is Gop, his Throne is in the Heavens, 
and he fills all Things by his Immenſity: As he 
is Man, he is circumſcribed by an — Cradle, 
and lies in a Stable. Yes, 


E 1 of his Majeſiy, 
, his daxal' ing Glories ſborn, 
Being's ſource BEGINS to be, 
And Gop * is BORN |! 
Stand amaz'd, ye Heaw'ns, at this! 
See the LORD of Earth and Skies ; 
Humbled to the Duſt He is, | 
And in a Manger lies“ 


As Go, he is clothed.in a Robe of Glory, at 
the ſame Inftant when you may behold and won- 
der at his Humanity, wrapped in cheap and un- 
worthy Cradle-bands. As Gop, he is encircled 
with Millions of Angels; as Man, with a Com- 


pany of Beaſts, As Gon, he is the eternal 


Word of the Father ; eternally ſuſtained by him- 
ſelf, All-ſufficient and without Need; and yet, 


he ſubmitted himſelf to a Condition, imperfect, 


inglorious, indigent, and neceffitous, And this 


Conſideration is apt and natural, to produce great 
| Affections 
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Affections of Love, Duty, and Obedience; De- 


of ſires of Union and Conformity to his ſacred Per- 
la- ſon, Life, Actions and Laws; that we may reſolve 
all all our Thoughts, and finally determine all our 
x- Reaſons, our Paſſions and Capacities, into his 
of Humiliation: On which endearing Occaſion, St 
of Paul ſays, He that loveth not the LoRx DU JEsus 
er, CnRISs r, let him be accurſed, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

e- 


Upon the Conſideration of theſe Glories and 
theſe Abaſements, the Spirit of Faith and Love 


18, ſometimes enters into the Stable where this great 
he King was born, and with holy Affections beholds 
le, every Member of the holy Body, and thence 


paſſes into the Soul of JEsUs. And here may be 
found Matter of pious Meditation; enough to 
entertain all the Degrees of our Love and of our 
Underſtanding. 


If we could behold his ſacred Feet, with thoſe 
Affections which the holy Virgin did, what Sen- 
ſations ſhould we feel! We have tranſmitted to 
us thoſe Myfteries in Story, which ſhe had firſt 
imparted to her, by ſpiritual and divine infuſed 
Light, and afterwards by Obſervation. Thoſe 


at holy Feet, tender and unable to ſupport his ſacred 
n- Body, were to bear him over all the Province of 
in- his Cure, with great Zeal for the gaining of 
ed Souls to the Belief and Obedience of his. holy 
m- Laws, | 

nal 3 
m- Thoſe are the Feet that walked upon Seas and 
et, Hills of Water, as -upon a firm Pavement ; at 
ct, which the Lepers and diſeaſed Perſons ſtooped 
his and gathered up Health; which Mary Magdalen 
eat | : E 3 waſhed, 
ns 
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waſhed with Tears, and wiped with ber Hair, 
and anointed with coſtly Ointment, as Expreſ- 
ſions of Love and Adoration ; and there found 
Abſolution and Remedy for her Sins : And which, 
finally, were rent by the Nails of the Croſs ; and 
afterwards aſcended above the Heavens, making 
the Earth to be his Footſtool, 


From hence let us take Patterns of Imitation, 
that our Piety may be ſymbolical, that our Af- 
fections be paſſionate, full of Love, and Wonder, 
and Adoration ! That our Feet tread in his Steps, 
and that we transfer the Symbol into Myſtery, 
and the Myſtery into Devotion; praying the holy 
Jesvus to actuate the ſame Mercies in us, which 
were finiſhed at his holy Feet ; forgiving our Sins, 
healing our Sickneſſes; and then place ourſelves 
irremoveably, becoming his Diſciples, and ſtrictly 
obſerving the Rules of his holy Inſtitution, ſitting 
at the Feet of this our divine Maſter, 


In the. fame Manner, a true Diſciple may 
(with the bleſſed Virgin) paſs to the Conſidera- 
tion of his holy Hands; which were ſo often lift- 
ed up to Go in Prayer; whoſe Touch was Mi- 
raculous and Medicinal, cleanſing Lepers, reſtor- 
ing periſhing Limbs, opening blind Eyes, raiſing 
dead Perſons to Life! Thoſe Hands which fed 
many Thouſands by two Miracles, and purged 
the Temple from Profaneneſs; that in a ſacra- 
mental Manner bare his own Body, and gave it 
to be the Food and Refreſhment of believing 
Souls; and after, were cloven and rent upon 
the Croſs, till the Wounds became (after the 


Reſurrection) ſo many Tranſparencies, and glo- 
| rious 
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rious Inſtruments of ſolemn, ſpiritual, and effi- 
cacious Benediction. 


Let us tranſmit this Meditation into Aﬀec- 
tions and Praiſes, lifting up pure Hands in Prayer; 
that our Devotions be united to the Merits of 
his glorious Interceſſion; and putting ourſelves 
into his Hands and holy Providence, let us beg 
thoſe Effects upon our Souls, which his precious 
Hands did operate upon Mens Bodies, transfer- 
ring thoſe Similitudes to our ſpiritual and per- 
ſonal Advantages. / 


We may alſo behold his holy Breaft, and con- 
ſider, that there lay that ſacred Heart, like the 
Dove within the Ark, ſpeaking Peace to us; 
being a Source of Love and Sorrows, the Foun- 
tain of both the Sacraments, running out in the 
two holy Streams of Blood and Water, when 
the Rock was ſmitten ; when his holy Side was 
pierced! And there, with St John, let us lay 
our Head, and place our Heart; and thence draw 
a Treaſure of divine Communications and Aﬀec- 
tions; that we may reſt in Him only, and upon 
Him lay our Burdens, filling every Corner of 


our Heart with Thoughts of the moſt amiable 


and beloved Jesvus, 


In like manner, we may unite the Day of his 
Nativity, with the Day of his Paſſion, and con- 
ſider all the Parts of his Body, as it was inſtru- 
mental to all the Work of our Redemption; and 


ſo imitate, and in fome Proportion partake of 


that great Variety of Sweetneſs, delightful Re- 
flections, and gracious Intercourſes, which paſſed 
E 4 between 
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between his holy Mother, and the holy Child, 
according to his preſent Capacities, and the Evi- 
dence of that Light, which was communicated 
to her by divine Infuſton : And all the Members 
of this bleſſed Child, his Eyes, his Face, his Head, 
all the Organs of his Senſes, afford Variety of 
Entertainment and Motion to our Affections, ac- 
cording as they ſerved in their ſeveral Employ- 
ments and Co-operations, in the Myſteries of 
* our Reſtitution, 
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But his Body was but his Souls Upper-gar- 
ment; and the Conſiderations of this, are as im- 
material and fpiritual as the Soul itſelf. This 
Soul is of the ſame Nature and Subſtance with 
ours. It is perſonally united to the Divinity, full 
of the HoLy Ghost, overrunning with Grace, 
which was diſpenſed to it without Meaſure. 


Here alſo we may meditate, that his Memory 
is indeterminable and unalterable; ever remem- 
bering to do us good, and to preſent our Needs 
to Gor, by the Means of his holy Interceſſion. 
His Underſtanding is without Ignorance, knowing 
the Secrets of our Hearts, full of myſterious Se- 
crets of his Father's Kingdom, in which all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowhdge of God are 
hidden. | 
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His Will is impeccable, entertained with an 


uninterrupted Act of Love to Gop, greater than | 
all Angels and beatified Spirits preſent to Gop, | 
in the Midft of the Tranſportations and Raviſh- | 
ments of Paradiſe ! And this Will is full of Love | 
to us, of Humility in itſelf, of er to | 
| ob, 
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God, wholly reſigned by Acts of Adoration%and 
Obedience, It was moved by fix Wings, Zeal 
for the Honour of Gop, and Compunction, for 
our Sins; Pity to our Miſeries, and Hatred to 
our Impieties; Defires of ſatisfying the Wrath of 
Gop, and great Joy at the Conſideration of all 
the Fruits of his coming into the World; the 
appealing of his Father, the Redemption of his 
Brethren. And upon theſe Wings he mounted 
up into the Throne of Glory, carrying our Na- 
ture with him above the Seats of Angels. 


This, this is the Chriſtian's Friend, the Chriſ- 
tian's Beloved ! And yet this JESUs, amiable, 
wonderful and excellent, in every Circumſtance 
of Conſideration, is, to the unbelieving Jetus, a 
Stumbling black, even to this Hour. Forbid it, 
O Son of God, that thou ſhouldſt be ſuch to 
me. O take from my Heart its natural Refiſt- 


ance to thy divine Perſon, and to all the Inſtan- 


ces of thy voluntary Abaſements on my Account, 
Grant that I may no leſs eſteem thy Ignominy, 
and the Croſs, where thou, in Death, didſt re- 
member me, than the Throne of thy Kingdom, 
where thou reigneſt in thine own eternal Gloties. 


And O may every Heart, for itſelf, ſay Amen. 


25 Ne. . a 
HE came unto his own, but his own received 
him net. On the contrary, they with united 
Voices declared, V will not have this Man to 
reign over us. Inſenſible of their ſpiritual Cap- 
trvity, and unconcerned at the Dominion of their 
Luſts and Sins, they were deaf to all his Mea- 
| E 5 ſures: 
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ſures and Offers for making them truly happy. 
He once intimated to them his Ability and Readi- 
neſs to make them free. But, ignorant of his 
Meaning, or their own great Needs, they re- 
jected his Propoſal, and (notwithſtanding they 
were then literally in Bondage to the Romans) 
and full of Conceit of the Nobility of their Pedi- 
gree, ſaid, We are Abraham's Seed, and were never 
in Bondage to any Man ; How ſayeſt thou, Ye ſhall 
be made free? 


O Vanity of the human Heart! We boaſt of 
our Nobility and hereditary Privileges ; becauſe 


we are inſenſible how much Sin has degraded 


us. How great is the Blindneſs, for Men to be 
in Bondage, and not to know it! And yet, how 
common is this Blindneſs ! Theſe Jews had no 
Idea of their Thraldom to Sin and Corruption. 
Our Lon d, to correct their Miſtake, and let 
them know that the Freedom of which he ſpoke 
was of a ſpiritual Nature, reſpecting the Heart 
and Conduct, not the Body or Fortune, an- 
ſwered them, Verihy I ſay unto you, whoſoever com- 
mitteth Sin, is the Servant of Sin. 


- Miſerable is that Perſon, who being a Slave 
by Birth, through Original Sin; a Slave by Right 
of War (as the Jews now were to the Romans) 
having ſuffered himſelf to be overcome; and even 
a Slave by Choice, having voluntarily fold him- 
ſelf, fill loves his Bondage, and flies from bis De- 
liverer ! If we doubt whether we be Slaves, let 
us but enter into ourſelves, and conſider the Cor- 
ruption of our Will, of which we have made 
ourſelves, as it were, a Chain of Iron. Wie 

at 
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What elſe are Pride, Envy, Anger, Covetouſ- 
neſs, Senſuality, Self-pleaſing and Concupiſcence, 
but ſo many Chains, whereby the human Heart 
is fettered and in Bondage, unable to work the 
Works of God, rendering the Sinner incapable 
of exerciſing himſelf” unto Godlineſs ? Thus our 
Lord's Meaning was wholly unknown to the 
Jews, Nor is any Child of Adam free, till the 
Son of Gop makes them free indeed. Break then 
our Chains, O Gon, we beſeech Thee; reſume 
that which belongs to Thee alone; and cauſe 
us to live no longer to ourſelves, but unto Him 
who hath loved us, and given himſelf for us, 


But” neither was it in their political Views 


alone, that the Jews were e and there- 


fore offended in CHRIST: They were likewiſe 
alarmed and ſtumbled at his Doctrine, Teaching, 
and Miracles. And, as the Gentiles were moved 
by intereſted Motives at the Progreſs of the Goſ- 
pel, by which, as they expreſſed on a certain Oc- 
caſion, their Craft was in Danger, Acts xix. 27. 
ſo were the Jews ſhocked and enraged at the ap- 
parent Tendency our SAVIOUR's Religion had 
to eclipſe and render void the whole Maſaic 
Oeconomy, both civil and religious. 


It ſeemed to them altogether abſurd, and even 
blaſphemous, that their Father Abraham, and 
Miet, with all the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
ſhould give Place to ſo poor, and, in Appear- 
ance, inconſiderable a Perſon as Jesus ; and that 
their whole Religion and Laws ſhould be changed, 
nay abrogated, by the State of Things to be in- 


troduced by Him, And although. be evidenced 
his 
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his Divine Miſſion and Authority by ſuch Mira- 
cles among them as no other Perſon ever wrought; 
enough, in all Reaſon, to have convinced them 
that He came from God: Although all the Pro- 
phecies relating to the Maſſiah, contained in their 
own Scriptures, had their exa& and perfect Ac- 
compliſhment in Him; yet, ſo great was their 
Infatuation, fo ſurpriſing were their Prejudices, 
'that, while they made no Account of the Signs 
and Wonders he wrought daily before their Eyes, 
they ſtill ſought for new ones; aſcribing all they 
had ſeen to the Devil: He cafteth out Devils, ſay 
they, by Beelzebub, the Prince of the Devils. They 
were almoſt continually finding Fault with him ;. 
charged him with want of Veneration for the 
Law of Meſes; nay, with open Violations thereof: 
They took Occafion from his moſt gracious and 
divine Sayings, to cavil, contend with, and re- 
Ject him. , 


Jzsvs ſaid, I am the Bread of Life; and the 
Bread of God, which came down from Heaven. 
The Jews' then murmured at him, becauſe he 
ſaid, ** I am the Bread which came down from 
Heaven.“ They ſaid, © Is not this Jesvs, the 
Son of Joſeph, whoſe Father and Mother we know? 
How is it then that he faith, -/ came down 2 
Heaven? Tes, ſaid JESUS again, I am the living 
Bread, which came down from Heaven. If any 
Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever : And 
the Bread that I will give, is my Fleſh, which I will 
give for the Life of the World. The Jews there- 
fore ſtrove amongſt themſelves, ſaying, ** How 
can this Man give us his Fleſh to eat ? We know 


this Man whence he is, but when ChRISTH com- 
| eth, 
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eth, no Man knoweth whence he is.” They 
ſought to take him, but could not, becauſe his 
Hour was not come, 


Jesvs ſaid again, If a Man keep my Sayings, he 
ſhall never taſte Death. Then ſaid the Jews unto 
him, „ Now we know that thou baſt a Devil: 
Abraham is dead, and the Prophets; and thou 


ſayeſt, Fa Man keep my Sayings, he ſhall never 


tafle Death. Art thou greater than our Father 
Abraham, which is dead? And the Prophets are 
dead: Whom makeſt thou thyſelf 2” 


They ſeem. to have had no other Notion of 


Death, than that which ſeparates the Soul from 


the Body, and to be wholly ignorant of that which 


ſeparates the Soul from its Gop;. Every Thing 


becomes obſcure to thoſe who have once, like 


theſe Jews, delivered up their Hearts to Incredu-. 
lity, Their Remembrance of the Prophets, ought 


to have induced them to conſider and obſerve in 


Curi1sT, the. Miracles and other Marks of the 
Meſjiah, contained in their Prophecies ;. and they 


remember them only to leſſen Him, and ſet him. 


below all the Prophets.. 


Your Father Abraham, continues our LoRD, . 
. rejoiced to ſee my Day, and he ſaw it, and was- 


glad. This puzzled them ftill farther : They re- 


plied, * Thou art not yet fifty Years old, and 


haſt thou ſeen Abrabam? Our Lok aſſerts his 
eternal Generation, and declares, Verih, verth,. 
+ ſay unto you, before Abrabam was, I A M. They 
were now out of all Patience, and took up Stones 
to caſt at him. But Jeſus hid himſelf, and went 
Te out 
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out of the Temple. He does not refuſe to die for 
the Truth of his Divinity: He was a Martyr for 
it in a very little Time after: But he reſerved 
himſelf for a more ignominious and cruel Puniſh- 
ment; and waits for the Moment appointed of 
his Father, that he may make his Death a Sacri- 

fice of Obedience. This, which was one of his 
final Anſwers to them, is a Proof of his Divinity 
and Eternity. He was in Gop his Father, as 
his Word and Wiſdom, and he was pleaſed to 
think of giving himſelf for us. He is come ; he 
has given himſelf; and yet, alas! we think but 
feldom of him; fo far are we from giving and 
conſecrating ourſelves to his Divine Perſon, in- 


earnate for our Sakes. 


Thou, O Jtsvs, art before Abraham, not only 
in the Defigns and Decrees of Go thy Father, 
as the Enemies of thy Divinity ſay ; for in that 
Senſe, every Thing is Eternal; but in his Boſom, 
as his co-eternal, conſubſtantial Son ; and together 
with Him, the Creator of Abraham, and of every 
Thing that exiſts. We adore Thee, according 
to what thou. art from Eternity in Gop thy Fa- 
ther; and all the vain Subtilties of the Wit of 
Man are not able to ſtagger our Faith on this 
Article. Let me learn of Thee, O Victim of 
Gop, to facrifice myſelf on all Occaſions, and 
to anticipate the Sacrifice of my Death, in hold- 
ing myſelf continually diſpoſed and prepared for 
it, by the Spirit of Faith and Sacrifice. 


It would be endleſs to inſtance in all the Par- 
- ticulars, wherein the Jews were offended in 


CHRIST, They ſtumbled at dis Perſon and 
| | | Word, 
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Word, being diſobedient. If they had done his 
Will, they would have known that his Doctrine 
was of Gop. But they are well deſcribed by 
St Paul, after the Prophet Jaiab; The Heart of 
this People is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull 
of hearing, and their Eyes have they cloſed ; left they 
ſhould ſee with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, 
and underſtand with their Heart, and ſhould be con- 
verted, and I ſhould heal them. (Compare Ja. vi. . 
with 42s xxviii. 27.) 


I ſhall conclude this Article with ſome Re- 
flections of St Chryſe/tom, on the ſtoning of St 
Stephen ; and the Converſation he imagines was 
between them. He conceives, that the Jews 
accoſted this firſt Chriſtian Martyr, after this 
Manner : 


Tell us, young Man, what comes into thy 

« Mind, thus to reproach the Deity ? Why doſt 
« thou ſtudy, with ſuch cunningly contrived 
« Diſcourſes, to inveigle and perſuade the Peo- 
« ple; and with deceitful Miracles to undo the 
„% Nation ? Here lies the Criſis of the Contro- 
« yerſy : Is it likely that he ſhould be God, who 
« was born of Mary? That the Maker of the 
« World ſhould be the Son of a Carpenter ? 
« Was not Bethlehem the Place of his Nativity, 
« and Nazareth of his Education? Canſt thou 
„ imagine him to be Gop, who was born upon 
« Earth? Who was ſo poor, that he was wrapt 
„up in ſwadling Clothes, and thrown into a 
« Manger ? Who was forced to fly from the 
„ Rage of Herod, and to waſh away his Pollu- 
&« tion, by being baptized in Jordan? Who was 
F «© ſubje& 
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« ſubject to Hunger and Thirſt; to Sleep and 
„ Wearineſs? Who, when bound, was not able 
to eſcape; nor, being buffgted, to reſcue or 
„ revenge himſelf? Who, when he was hanged, 
„ could not come down from the Croſs, but un- 
« derwent a curſed and a ſhamefy] Death? Wilt 
„ thou make us believe, that he is in Heaven, 
© whom we know to have been buried in his 
& Grave? That he ſhould be the Life of the 
« Dead, who is ſo near akin to Mortality him- 
« ſelf? Is it likely that Gop ſhould ſuffer ſuch 
„Things as theſe? Would he not rather, with 
„ an angry Breath, have ſtruck his Adverſa- 
« ries dead at the firſt Approach, and ſet them 
„ beyond the Reach of making Attempts upon 
« his own: Perſon? Either ceaſe therefore to 
« delude the People with theſe Impoſitions, or 
prepare thyſelf to undergo the ſame Fate!“ 


. .-In Anſwer to which, that Father conceives 
St Stephen, thus to have replied. And why, 
& Sirs,. ſhould theſe Things ſeem incredible? 
« Have ye not by you the Writings of the Pro- 
«© phets? Do you not read the Books of Moſes, 
« and profeſs yourſelves to be his Diſciples? Did 
« not Moſes ſay, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your 
* God raiſe up unto you, of your Brethren, like unto 
&« me; Him ſhall ye hear? Have not the Prophets 
& Jong ſince foretold, that He ſhould be born 
c at Bethlehem, and conceived in the Womb of 
« a Virgin? That He ſhould fly into Egypt ? 
© that He ſhould bear our-Griefs, and carry our 
„ Sorrows ? That they ſhould pierce his Hands 
« and his Feet, and hang him on a Tree? That 
« He ſhould be buried, riſe again, and aſcend up 
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„ to Heaven with a Shout? Either now, ſhe 
« me ſome other Perſon, in whom all theſe Pro- 
„ phecies were accompliſhed; or learn, with 
© me, to adore as GOD our crucified SAVIiOURs 
“ Blind and ignorant as you are of the Predic- 
tions of Moſes; you thought you crucihed a 
„ mere Man; but had you known him you 
& would not have crucified the LoR D of GLoky. 
« You denied the Holy One and the Fuſt, and de- 
„ fired a Murderer to be granted unto you ! But 
you put to Death the Prince of Life ! Ye fi- 
«© necked and uncircumciſed in Heart and Ears, ye 
„ do always reſiſt the holy Ghoſt : As your Fathers 
& did, ſo de je: Which of the Prophets have not 
& your Fathers perſecuted ® And they haut © ſlain 
„ them which ſhewed before of the coming of the 
« juſt One, of whom ye haue been now the Betrayers 
and Murderers.” . 


This was the State of the Quarret between 
them. And when they heard theſe Things, 
they were cut to the Heart, and they gnaſhed on 
him with their Teeth, and. cried with a loud 
Voice, and ſtopped their Ears, and ran upon 
him with one Accord, and caſt him out of the 
City and ſtoned him, calling upon Gop, and 
faying, Lok JEsUs, RECEIVE MY SPIRIT.” 


In the Whole of their Conduct then, with- 
Reference to our Loxo, we ſee exactly fulfilled 
the prophetical Prediction concerning the Jews: 


„Therefore, thus ſaith the LoxD, Behold, I 


lay in Zion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, a precious Corner-ſtone, a ſure Founda- 


tion. And He ſhall be for a Sanctuary; but for 
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2 Stone of Stumbling and a Rock of Offence to 
both the Houſes of Jrarl,” Iſa, xxviii. 16, and 8. 


Lr us now turn our Thoughts from thoſe 
Natives of Ala, ſeventeen hundred Years ago; 
the Jews, literally ſo called, and conſider the 
State of Things amongſt ourſelves at this Day. 
Would to Gop that we were free from the 
Charge in the Text: But it may juſtly be feared, 


there are amongſt us alſo Jews in Abundance ; 


that is, Perſons to whom the Preaching of CHRIST 
crucified is a Stumbling-block. This is what pro- 
perly conſtitutes a Jew, in the Senſe of the Apo- 
le, and of this Diſcourſe. 


It is not unuſual to hear People exclaim againft 
the Jews of our Lord's Time, loading them 
with Imprecations, and charging them with the 
utmoſt Cruelty, Barbarity and Incredulity, as 
the Betrayers and Murderers of the Son of Gon: 
As tbough e, at this Day, were wbolly uncon- 
cerned in the Matter, and altogether free from 
the Spirit of thoſe Jews : Whereas, in Truth, 
the Cafe is far otherwiſe; He is a Jew, who is 
one inwardly, To be one of God's People, im- 
plies much more than any external Relation or 
hereditary Privilege whatſoever : It implies an 
inward Change of Heart and Temper; a Re- 
newal in the Spirit of the Mind; an entire Devo- 
tion to Gop, It is not the being lineally de- 
ſcended from Abraham, receiving the Sign of 
Circumcifion, and belonging to the Tabernacle 
or Temple Service, which properly conſtitutes a 
Jew, in the Apoſtle's Senſe ; but it is the. bav- 


ing 
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ing an Heart of Unbelief, Stubbornneſs, and Re- 
bellion againſt CR IST crucified, and the Goſpel 
of our Salvation, 


We muſt therefore transfer the Words from 
Ifrael in the Fl:/h, the Sons of Jacob by Deſcent, 
to Qurſelves, who are called Chriſtians, the De- 
ſcendents, as is ſuppoſed, of Gomer the Son of 
Zaphet. And is there no Reſemblance between 
us and them? Are there not Jewiſh Hearts 
amongſt us? Let us ſee how far the Apoſtle's 
Aſſertion, CHRIST crucified, to the Fews 6 
Stumbling-block, is applicable to us alſo, 


The Things in which they gloried, the Conſi- 
derations on which they valued themſelves, were, 
that they were Go p's peculiar People; choſen 
out from the reſt of the Nations of the Earth, for 
the Honour of his glorious Majeſty, to ſerve him, 
by the Obſervance of a ſpecial Worſhip ; that 
they were the Seed of the favourite Abraham, 
ſtiled the Friend of God ; circumciſed, and 
Children of the Covenant, which Gon made 
with the Fathers. Theſe they ſtill oppoſed to the 
Goſpel-State of Things; and were ſo tenacious 
of them, as to reſent, with the utmoſt Rage and 
Fury, whatever had the Appearance of depreciat- 
ing them in the ſmalleſt Degree. 


Of this we have ſeveral notable Inſtances thro 
out the New Teſtament : One, not the leaſt re- 
markable, is that in the twenty firſt Chapter of 
the As. St Paul, in Compliance with a Pro- 
poſal of ſome of the Apoſtles, and out of Ten- 
der neſs to ſome Chriſtians, who had been Jon 
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and not yet wholly free from their Attachment 
to the Temple Service, conformed to the Cere- 
mony of Purification with ſome of them, accord- 


ing to the Cuſtom of the Law, in Caſe of Vows; 


which they had then upon them. The Jews had 


heard of the Apoſtle, that he taught them net to 


circumciſe their Children, neither to walk after 
the Cuſtoms of the Law. When therefore they 


found him in the Temple, they ftirred up the 


People, and laid Hands upon him, crying out, 
«© Men of Hrael help: This is the Man that 
teacheth all Men every where againſt the People 
and the Law, and this Place. And all the City 
was moved, and the People ran together ; and 
they took Paul, and drew him out of the Tem- 
ple, and went about to kill him.“ 


When they ſaw the Multitudes which attend- 
ed the Apoſtle's Preaching, they were filled with 
Envy, and ſpake againſt thoſe Things which were 
ſpoken by Paul and the other Apoſtles, contra- 
dicting,. generally ; ſometimes blaſpheming. At 
Iconium, the Jews ſtirred up the Gentiles, and 
made their Minds evil-affeQed againſt the Bre- 
thren: There was an Aſſault made therefore both 
by Jews and Gentiles, with their Rulers, to uſe 
them deſpitefully, and to ſtone them. At Antioch 
in Piſidia, they ſtirred up the devout and honour- 
able Women,. and the. chief Men of the City, 
and raiſed Perſecution againſt Paul, and Barnabas 
his Fellow-labourer, and expelled them out of 


their Coafts, They were quite implacable in 


their Reſentment to the Goſpel: They would 
not enter in themſelves, and laboured to-hinder 
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Me are Abraham's Seed : The Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord, are we, &c. were the main 
Pillars of their Boafting. They had a Saying, 
that **no Jew could be loſt, for that Abraham (at 
at the Gate of Hell, to prevent their going thi- 
ther:” They reputed as Enemies worthy of Death, 
whoever taught, as the Way of Salvation, any 
Thing contrary to their Senſe of the Law of Moſes. 


We have our Reformation, excellent Conſti- 
tution, Order of Prieſthood, Churches, a found 
Form of Doctrine, Baptiſm and the LorD's Sup- 
per. And, bleſſed be Gop, we have: They are 
Privileges not to be lightly accounted of; for the 
Defence of which, many Worthies of theſe Na- 
tions have freely fpilt their Blood ; and for which 
every true Proteſtant cannot be ſufficiently thank- 
ful to Gop. But will this good Order of Exter- 
nals ſuffice for our Salvation? Will the Enjoy- 
ment of theſe Privileges, and attending upon 
theſe Ordinances avail, even though we be Stran- 
gers to any thing beſide? Do not the Words 
and Lives of many, in Effect, declare this? Per- 
haps his Caſe was not ſingular, who being one 
Day reproved for Swearing, in a Street at London, 
after a little angry Pauſe made Anſwer, Sir, 1 
am a Churchman, I am a Churchman.“ Poor 
Church! Do not many, on this Ground, reject 
with Indignation, whatever can be alledged on 
the Head of Converſion to GoD ; the experi- 
mental Knowledge of CHRIST crucified; of the 
Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſſion of Sins; 
the Redemption that is in CHRIST's Blood? 


Does 
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Does not this Way of ſpeaking offend You ? 
Have you never felt a certain ſupercilious Con- 
tempt of a Preacher or Book that endeavoured to 
convince you, though but in few Words, that 
Religion is an internal Affair; and that every 
Thing without us is to be conſidered ſo far Good 
or Evil, as it contributes towards the promoting 
or obſtructing this grand Point? That all ex- 
ternal Privileges of Church, Nation, Education, 
religious Ordinances ; the whole Circle and Syſ- 
tem of Dectrines and Duties, Exemption from 
groſs or ſcandalous Sins, the moſt decent Deport- 
ment, and faireſt Reputation, cannot alone aſcer- 
tain our Title to Life and Bleſſedneſs ? 


But can any ſober Perſon, who believes the 
Scriptures, doubt of this? Does not the Son of 
Gop himſelf declare, that Except we be converted, 
and become as little Children, we cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of Gop | That we muſt be born again / 
That only ſuch as do the Will of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
That God it a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
mii worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth? That 
except he waſh us, we can have no Part In him? 

Does not the Apoſtle teach, in Conformity to 
his LorD, that Circumciſion, the moſt exact 
Obſervation of the Law of Moſes z and Uncir- 
cumciſion, the moſt conſummate Heathen Mora- 
lity, availeth Nothing ; but a new Creature? That, 
If any Man be in CHR1sT, there is a new Crea- 
tion, old Things are paſſed away; the old Heart, 
the old Man, the old Tempers and Behaviour ; 
the former Converſation, which is corrupt, according 
to the deceitful Laſis; and all Things are become 
new z 
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new; the whole Man renewed according to the 
Will and Image of Gop? That there is no 
Condemnation to them that are in CHRIS JEsus? 
That they that are CHRIST's have crucified the 
Fleſh, with the Aﬀettions and Deſires That true 
Chriſtians are paſſed from Death unto Life ; have 
their Life hid with CHRIST in Gop, and their 
Converſation in Heaven ; God in them, and they 
in Gop r 


Now muſt not theſe Expreſſions of our Lox» 
and his Apoſtles have ſome Meaning? And 
can leſs be inferred from them, than that true 
Religion, implies ſomething more than bare Pro- 
feſſion; Church Privileges, Performance of Du- 
ties in private, and attending Ordinances in pub- 
lic? Do they not repreſent the State of real 
Chriſtians to. be ſomething deep, internal, happy, 
glorious, divine! Alas, how far behind do they 
leave a Religion of mere Form and outward 
Shew? How fully do they teach us, to what a 
noble, exalted, pure State the Religion of JEsus 
raiſeth his true Followers? Yes, it enables them 
to love the Lon p their God, with all their Heart, 
and Mind, and Soul, and Strength; and their 
Neighbour as themſelves. It raiſeth them above 
this World, and makes them, while on Earth, 
though incumbered with ſickly, dying Bodies, 
and manifold Infirmities, Partakers of the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed, and Sharers, in Part, with 
the Purity and Joy of the heavenly Spirits! It 
—_ them fit in heavenly Places with CHRIST 

ESUS, 


Alas! 
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Alas! what are human Syſtems, Modes of 
Worſhip, Forms, Ceremonies, in Compariſon of 
this? Is not their Worth to be eſtimated only 
by their Tendency to beget and promote it ? 

hat is Orthodoxy in Sentiment, and the moſt 
orderly State of Externals, being alone? hat 
is the Chaff to the Wheat, faith the LoR D? What 
are all Declamations on moral Virtue, and hu- 
man Rectitude, when oppoſed to this State of 
Heart, but making of 


Sweet | Religion a. Rhaptody of Words ? 


Not that the. Religion of the Heart, its Re- 
newal in the holy Image of Gop, renders: void, 
or excludes the Uſe of outward Ordinances, -and 
Forms of religious Worſhip, Far from it: Our 
Loxp bath appoitited the one, as Means to the 
other: And to expect either the Beginning or 
Continuance of the End, without due Regard to 
the Means, is Folly and Enthuſtaſm. Gov hath 


joined them together, and Man muſt not, cannot 


ie * 
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put them aſunder. But the Miſtake conſiſts in 
Teſting ip, and being content with, the bare Uſe 
of the Means; an imagining that the Chriſtian 
Name and Ordinances adhered to, will avail for 


our Acceptance with Go p, ſuppoſing there be 


but an Exemption from outward Irregularities in 
Conduct, and what is called a ſincere Endeavour 
to keep the Commandments; though we be ig- 
norant of all beſide : Though the Heart be deſ- 
titute of the Love, and Peace, and Joy of Gop 
our SAVIOUR, i 42 | 
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Jesvs CHrisT aſſures us, that except our 
Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Secribes 
and Phariſees, we Hall in no Caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. What the Righteouſneſs of 
the Phariſees was, we learn from the Declaration 
of one of them, in the Eighteenth of St Luke 
Goſpel. They were not, according to his Ac- 
count of himſelf, . Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adul- 
terers:” This is the negative Part. The Poſi- 


tive is, „they faſted and gave Tithes, or Alms, 


of all they poſſeſſed. Welearn from other Parts 


of Scripture, that they prayed much: They were 


generally exact in the Obſervation of all the re- 
lizious Inſtitutions among the Fews. But they 
valued themſelves on theſe Obſervances, were 
partial in their Obedience, and knew nothing of 
a better Righteouſneſs than their own, | 


Let us make the Application. Are there not 
many amongſt us at this Day, who do not come 
up to them in the former Part of their Character 
but perfectly agree in the latter? St Paul had 
been one of the ſtricteſt of thoſe Phariſees. But 
when he came to know himſelf, and underſtand 
the Righteouſneſs which is of Go Þ,. by Faith in 
Jesus CartsT, he renounced his own Righte- 
ouſneſs, and counted every Thing but Dung and 
Droſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of CHR 
Jesus the Lorn. . | 


Are we reconciled, in order to 7 8 that 
oſpel 


Righteouſnefs and Holineſs, which the G 
makes abſolutely neceſfary, to renoumce all De- 
pendence in the Fleſh; all Hope and Expecta- 
tion of being ſaved, becauſe of our. Baptiſm, 

; F Church. 
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Church - Communion, Forms. of Prayer, and 
Exerciſes of Devotion, {ſuppoſing we go ſo far ?) 
Do we repute our own Righteouſneſs no better 
than filthy Rags? Can we rate our beſt Things 
with our eſteeming them equally vain and 
inſufficient, in Point of Acceptance with Go p? 
Can we bear this levelling Doctrine; ALL 
have ſinned. The Scripture hath conciuded ALL 
under Sin, There is no Difference, in reſpect to 
the Way of Juſtification; no, not between the 
moſt outwardly virtuous - Perſon, and the moſt 
vicious? For, prior to our perſonal Offences, 
in Adam all died, And, therefore all ſtand. in 
equal need of the Life purchaſed by CHRIST, and 
brought to Light by the Goſpel. All muſt give place 
to Faith in the crucified Is us. We who are Fews 
by Nature, faith St Paul, and not Sinners of the 
Gentiles, knowing that a Man is not juſtified by 
the Law, but by Faith in IEsus CarisT, even 
we have believed in Jesus CnarisT, that we 
might be juſtihed by Faith in CHRIsT.“ He is, 


— In Heav'n and Earth the only Peace 
Found out for Mankind under Wrath,” 


His Blood and Righteouſneſs are the only true 
Ground of a Sinner's Hope: Through Him alone 
we have Acceſs to Gon. 


And muſt our Soul's whole Weight reſt here? 
Muſt we have Nought wherein to glory? Muſt 
we, (O Deſtruction to our Pride!) muſt we, in 
reſpect to all Dependence. for Acceptance with 
Go D, | | 1 » 41 
Give 
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Gio up every Plea beſide, © 
Lok p, I am damm d; but thou haſt dy'd ! © 
Theſe were, in Effect, the Things which the 

Jews ſtumbled at in the Times of CHarsT and 

his Apoſtles. And the Reſemblance between 

them and us, is too apparent to be denied, or not 
diſcerned, They were offended and alarmed at 
whatever had the leaſt Tendency to leflen their 

Veneration for either their political or religious 

State of Things, notwithſtanding the Abuſe they 

made of them. Therefore, when the Apoſtles 

preached every where, that CHRIST 1s the End 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
reveth ; that however excellent the Perſons or 

Inſtitutions, an which they valued themſelves, 

and in which they truſted, were, in their Place 

yet, when ſet in Competition with, and' oppoſed 
to CHRIsT's Religion, the Way to Life, which 
he points out, they were the 'moſt dangerous 

Things which could poſſibly ſtand in their Way. 

When the Apoſtles taught thus, they went about 

to kill them. n OA 


J teflify, faith St Paul, that Chrift is become of 
no Effect to You, whoſoever of yon is juſtified (that, 


is, ſeeks to be juſtified) iy the Law. And again, 
If ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you Nothing. 


He puts the diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Few, name- 


ly, Circumciſion, for the entire Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion; and declares, that a cleaving to it, in Op- 
poſition to CaR1sT, rendered their Salvation im- 
poſſible, He ſhews, that their Attachment to 
Abraham, and their fond Pretenſion of being 


his Seed, was vain and falſe; and that the true 
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Claim to that Alliance, turned upon their Con- 
duct with Reference to CHRIST ; that only ſuch 
as are of Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham ; 
that if they were Chriſi s, then were ⁰ Aran, 4 
Secd; and not en wiſe. 


The Sum. i, that r no Privilege which Sh had 
by deſcent from the Patriarchs, no Act performed 
on their Bodies, no Work which it was in their 
mere Power to perform, no She of Ceremonies, 
or Syſtem" of | Politicks, could, avail them any 
Thing; and that the Goſpel requires an entire 
new State of Things; that CHRIS is every 
Thing, and that Heaven approves or condemns, 
according as Men believe in, or reject the GREAT 
60D ouR SAVIOUR, his Blood and Sacrifice; 
the ſole Means of a Sinner's Acceptance with 


Gop, aud .ejerpal Salvation. 


True it d the Chriſtian We: difter 
widely from the Jewiſh Ceremonies. T hey, are 
according to the Inſtitution of CHRIS TH himſelf, 
and of a more ſpiritual Nature, But the Serip⸗ 
ture equally excludes both from having any part 
in the Juſtification of a Sinner. Goſpel-Works, 
ſo to ſpeak, are no more a Condition of Accept- 
ance with Goo, than the Works of the Law, 
by which no Fleſb living can be juſtiſiad in the Sight of 
Gon, Rom. iii. 20. The Chriſtian Inſtitutions 
are preferable to the Jewiſh, by how much they 
have more immediately to do with CHRIST, and 
teach us -more explicitly to reſolve all our Wor- 
ſhip and Happineſs into knowing, and loving. 
and being obedient to Him. But, if inſtead of 


making this Uſe of them, we only value ourſelves 
upon 


” 
4 : * „ $ up 
W * 3% 24 — DI : * 1 ais . 2 "I" - 
> . F £2 FIRED f what nnn 
* { - * N LY ans » 9 1 7 +4, : = 4 p , * 4 - 
* 9 88 s 8 1 PR 4 . 
4 ©.» La 3 1 we, hs 8 2 * 8 dl 1 . v 
y TIT * be : an %: 4 . TE". fl OA 3 Lad is 8 = 
, * - it © AT OE F "4 3 - %\ 5 " p * 
3 A 1 1 9 — af . 2 od \| hy 


FJ the JEWS, a Stunbling-block, 125 


upon the bare Profeſſion of, and Attendance on 
them, and will 15 | 


ec deem in outward Rites and ſpecious Forms 
Religion ſatisfied,” 


While at the ſame Time we are proud, flubborn, 
felf- willed, Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers 0 
GOD! In that Caſe, our Baptiſm, Churches, 
the LRD's Supper, religious Performances, and 
even'the holy Scriptures themſelves, avail us juſt 
as much as Circumciſion, the Temple, Paſs-over, 
the Oracles of Gob, and Deſcent from the Fa- 
thers, did the Jews; who, valuing themſelves 
upon theſe, rejected CHRIs r, and ſo fumbled, 
and fell, and periſhed, K 


Where they ſtumbled, we ſtumble alſo. In 
their moſt abandoned Times, and moſt degene- 
rate living, they boaſted highly of their pompous 
Outſide ; their hereditary Privileges, and Moſaic 
Ceremonies. Chriſtians, ſo called, in like Man- 
ner, bleſs themſelves in their reſembling Advan- 
tages; but of a more ſpiritual and divine Nature; 
though their Tempers, Spirit and Behaviour, differ 
nothing from thoſe of Fews, Chriſtians, fo called, 
ſwear, and cheat, and lie; are unchaſte, volup- 
tuous, vainglorious, covetous, Lovers of ſenſual 
Pleaſure, mind earthly Things. And yet, when- 
ever theſe Things are teſtified againſt them, their 
Danger urged, nd the abſolute Neceſſity of an 
entire Change of Heart and Life, in order to 
eternal Bleſſedneſs, inſiſted on; the Cry, the 
ſenſeleſs Cry, is often, We are of the Church, 
the old Religion, Proteſtants; we have Churches 


F 3 open, 
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open, Clergy, and the . Scriptures amongſt us; 
what need we more ?” So ſubverting the Grace 
and Order of Gop; and turning that which He 
means for our Good, and, when rightly uſed, ſeryes 
te noble and excellent Purpoſes, into an Occaſion 
of greater Damnation. 


« The Church — alas ! where is ſhe to be found, 
(Or does ſhe ſtill exiſt in more than Sound ?) 
Not in the Men, however dignify'd, - 
Who would her Creeds repeal, her Laws deride ; 
Her Prayers expunge, ber Articles diſown, _ 
And thruſt the Filial Godhead from his Throne: 
Vaineſt of all their antichriſtian Plea, _. 
Who cry, The Temple of the Lox p are ue 


The Jews are conſiſtent with themſelves, in 
rejecting the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, together 
with its Author; becauſe they profeſs not to be- 
lieve in Him. We, on the contrary,. acknow- 


ledge his Ordinances to be Divine, and profeſs no 


other: We value ourſelves upon the Proſeſſion, 
but are equally Strangers to, (many of us atileaſt) 
and not. leſs averſe from, the Power of Religion, 
than they were in the fitſt Days of Chriſtianity, 
We are ſtubborn, proud rapacious, violent, blind, 
hard-hearted, and unbelieving as they were. The 
crucified JEsUs, his Croſs, bis Way of juſtify- 
ing the Ungodly, and his lowly State, are to us, 
to all who know not, or humbly ſeek not to know 
Jesvs, a Stumbling - block to this Hour, He is 
crucified afreſh, and his Blood trampled upon every 
Day, by every open Sinner in out Streets and 
Houſer, The Import of every Oath, every Lie, 
of every Act of Intemperance, Unchaſtity, Hy- 

c pocriſy, 
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pocriſy, Calumny, Diflimulation and Vainglory, 
is, in Effect, We will not have this Man, this 
Jesus, who forbids all theſe, to reign over us.” 
O, where do the Chriſtians live! 


Lok p, who ſhall awaken the Chriſtian World, 
its Jews and Heathens! Yea, the Saints of the 
World; the Phariſees, who truſt in themſelves 
. that they are righteous, and deſpiſe others! O 
when will both the one and the other take Know- 
ledge, that other Foundation can no Man lay, than 
that which is laid in Zion, even CHRIST crucified ! 
That Redemption, Life, 'Salyation, aLL flow 
from H1m, Hach. to every believing Soul. 
Lon o lay our Honour in the Duſt; O let us feel 
that we are nothing, have nothing, and can do no- 
thing without Thee. Bring every one of us to 
this bees Senſibility, | | 


What have I Lok p wherein to truſt ? 
J nothing have, I nothing am: | 
Excluded is my ev'ry Boaſt, 

My Glory fewallow'd up in Shame, 

Guilty I fland before thy Face, 

[ feel on me thy Wrath abide ; 

*Trs juſt the Sentence ſhould take place, 
*Tis juſt —— but O thy Son hath dy d. 


Yet further: It is not only at the Doctrine of 
CHRIST that we ſtumble: The Operations of 
his Holy Spirit, are another Source of Offence 
to many. Theſe are briefly, firſt, Conviction of 
din; ſecondly, the Application of Righteouſneſs'; 
And thirdly, the Purification of our Soul * 
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all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, called by St 
Jude, the Renewal of the Holy Ghoſt. | 


Firſt : Convietion of Sin. IM hen He, the Holy 
Soirit is come, ſaith CHRIsT, he will convince the 
Marld of Sin, and of Reghteenſneſs, and of Fndg- 
nent. We have hete three principal and fun- 
damental Truths, taught us by Jesus CHRIST], 
and explained by St Pau, Rom. iii. 9, 22. chap. 
i. 17, 18. chap. v. and vii. which comprehend the 
whole Chriſtian Theology ; which is deſigned, 
not. for, one People only, like that of the Law ; 
but for the whole Earth. The firſt is, the gene- 
ral Corruption of Nature in Adam, and, in Con- 
ſequence of tbat, the Reign of Sin, till the com- 
ing of Jesvs CyrRIsT. The ſecond is, the Re- 
paration of our Nature in the new Adam, and 
the Reign of Chriſtian Righteouſneſs by bis 
Grace. The third is, the Condemnation of Sin- 
ners, and the total Deſtruction of the Kingdom 
of Sin, and of all the Power of the Devil, by the 
laſt Judgment. 


He convinces us of Sin in Ourſelves, of Righ- 
teouſneſs in CHRIST, of Fudgment upon the Devil 
and our Corruptions. This Conviction of Sin, 
with the Generality of People, means no more 
than an ana, in general, that they 
are Sinners. Sinners! ſay they, God help us; 
to be ſure we are all Sinners: What elſe ſhould 
we be! And this many fay with as great an Air 
of Unconcernedneſs and Indifferency, as if they 
only ſaid “ We are mortal Creatures,” feeling 
no more-Burden or Preſſure, on Account of Sin, 


than of Weight from a Feather on their _ 
ers; 
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ders ; and being, poſlibly, more concerned at an 


Affair of a few Shillings, a Diſappointment, the 
Loſs of a Child or Friend, than ever they were 
for the Sins of their Heart and whole Life. 


But true Convictian of Sin, is quite another 
Thing. It is ſuch a Senſibility of one's original 
Corruption, and actual Franſgreſſions, as begets, 
Heart-felt Sorrow and Contrition of Spirit, pro- 
ducing an utter Deteſtation of paſt Wickedneſs, 
and the moſt careful Endeavours for preſent Amend- 
ment. This Senſe of Things, of a Sinner's State 
and Danger, is repreſented in Scripture as a heavy 
Burden, a Load which afflits the Conſcience of 
the convinced Sinner. It is called @ wounded 
Spirit, It is a certain Diſſection of the inward 
Man of the Heart; ſuch as the piercing of a 
two-edged Sword makes between the Joints and 
Marrow of the Body; it is a tearing and ſmiting 
the inmoſt Soul. JESsus CHr1sT repreſents the 
Condition of ſuch Perſons, as being weary and 
heavy Laden, and invites them to come to Him 
for Rei. The Language of ſuch Hearts is ex- 
preſſed by the Prophet in theſe Words, Angui/h 
hath taken hold of us, and Pain, as of a Woman 
in Trauail, Jerem. vi. 24. And bythe Apoſtle, 
Mreiched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me? 
By:anothes, Lok b, 1 am oppreſſed, underiake for 


me. / 1 1 


The Effects of this Conviction are ſometimes 
difeernible in the Body. Dævid roared becauſe 
of the Diſquietude of his Heart. The Jailor 
(Adts xvi ) trembled, was aſtoniſhed, and in the 
utmoſt Conſternation, inquired, Mat ſhall I do 
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to be ſaved? It ſometimes occaſions ſleepleſs 
Nights, weariſome Days, and a very loathing of 
Food, Yea, the very Countenance often waxes 
=w and Dejection ſpreads itſelf over the whole 

lan; according to thoſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, 
When thou with Rebukes deft correct Man for Ini- 
guity, thou makefl his Glory (or Beauty) to conſume 
away like a Moth fretting a Garment, 


Men can bear to hear and read all this well 
enough: To conſiderate Perſons it alſo appears 
perfectly reaſonable. For, if Effects of this 
Sort are often produced (and we ſee daily they 
are) from Cauſes reſpecting this World, the 
daily Incidents of human Life; ſuch as Loſs of 
Reputation, Failure in Trade, Declenfion in 
Fortune, public Diſgrace, Death of Relations 
or Friends, and ten thouſand Accidents beſide : 
If, on Conſiderations of this Kind, Men loſe their 
Reſt, find a Loathing to Meats and Drinks, 
appear melancholy, diſ-ſpirited, and the like; 
how moch more Reaſon is there to be ſo, 
when the Spirit of the living Gop convinces a 
Sinner, that his Crimes deſerve Damnation ; and 
that he is deſtitute of that Converſion and Holi- 
neſs, without which the Scripture declares, No 
Man /hall ſee the Lorp? In the ſame Propor- 
tion that the Worth of the Soul exceeds the 
Body, and Eternity overbalances a Moment of 
Time; fo do the Things that relate to our Soul's 
eternal Welfare, affe&t the Minds of ſuch as 
are impreſſed with a Senſe of their Importance : 
Yea, to ſuch a Degree as outweighs every other 


Conſideration under Heaven, 
| The 
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; of he Death of the Body puts a final Period to 
all the Afflictions and moſt exquiſite Miſeries of 
this mortal Life: And thoſe temporal Things, 
whoſe Loſs ſo deeply affect us, and we ſo ſadly 
deplore, are within the Space of a few Years, 
Months or Days, beyond the Poſſibility of giving 
us either Joy or Pain, But though Death is thus 
the laſt, effectual Refuge, for all the ls attending 
this Scene of Sorrow and Shadows; yet, to the 
Ungodly, it is no other than the Bcginniog of 
Sorrows; Sorrows worthy the Name! bo can 
dwell with everlaſiing Burnings The convinced 
Sinner knowing this, cannot but be deeply af- 
fected. ry 


How know I, may ſuch a one ſay, but another 
Day may find my poor Soul conſigned to eternal 


Torments | My Sins fly in my Face, and, as a 


ſore Burden, are too heavy for me to bear. Per- 
haps on this Breath depends my eternal State; 
and yet all my Work, alas! is yet to do. O 
Heavens if there be Mercy there, extend it to 
the moſt unworthy, the moſt helplefs of Mortals! 


But however reaſonable all this appears in 


Theory, aſcertained by the Teſtimony of Serip- 


ture and Experience; yet when Men ſee it ex- 
emplified in living Inſtances, when they ſee or 
hear of ſuch or ſuch a one, who, from this Convic- 
tion of Things, is, as thoſe Paſſages defcribe, full of 
Fear, Sorrow, Anxiety; burdened, atficted; the 
Remembrance of whoſe Sins is grievous, and the 
Burden intolerable; Do they not account it all 
mere Weakneſs, Folly, Enthuſiaſm, yea, Madneſs 


itſelf ? Are they not ſtraightway ſtumbled, and 
| grievouſly 
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grievouſly offended ? ' Do they not go fo far, 80 
to aſcribe this Work of the divine Spirit to ſome 
Defe& in the Head, a diſturbed Imagination, the 
Sophiſtry of Men, or the very Devil himfelf ? 
And have not the Cells of Bedlam often reſounded 
with Groans to Gop for Salvation, from Perſons 
ſent thither to be cured of what their Friends 


called Madneſs? But which, in reality, was no 


other than this awakened Senſe of Sin and Guilt, 
producing the deepeſt Solicitude of Spirit z and 
which can only be relieved by the Revelation of 
CHnrisT to the Heart; by the Partaking of that 


Peace, which, faith CHRIST to ſuch, I will give 
unto you. 


What Need, fay they, of all this Ado about 
Religion? Be not righteous over-much, for why 
JHhouldſi thou deſtroy 5 (The Words of So- 
lomon s Heathen.) God is merciful; CHRIS 
bath died, Sc. Common-place Words, which, 
with, them, are without any Meaning; but with 
which Sinners | flatter themſelves, till their Ini- 


guity be found: bateful. And if they take upon 
them to adviſe in the preſent Caſe, it is, like 


giving ſtrong Spirits to a Perſon in a burning 
ever, which only ſerve to increaſe his Flame, 
or kill him outright : They fend Gop*'s Patients 
{fo to ſpeak)'to Company, Cards, Plays. Diver- 
fions in general, the Devil himſelf, for Cure. 


Spare us, good Lorp, and lay not this Folly 
to our Charge ! Open the Eyes of ſuch as yet 
put Darknefs for Light; who, though they are 
blind, yet think they ſee, and whoſe Sin and 
Condemnation therefore remain againſt 50 
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Je ix. 39, 41. Shew us, good Lorp, thoſe 
Things which belong to our Peace, before they are for 
ever hid from our Eyes] 3 | 
Secondly: With regard to that further Wark 
of the HoLy GrosT, which our Lok p expreſſes, 
by convincing of Righteouſneſs ; what Idea. have 
we of this? Not to dwell upon the different 
Acceptations of the Expreſſion in holy Scripture ;.. 
it means, in the Paſſage referred to, that Righ- 
teouſneſs, by which a Sinner, through.the Mercy 
of God, is made or becomes righteous : It is, in 


other Words, that Work of the Spirit of Gop, 


whereby the awakened Sinner is made acquainted 
with the Proviſion, which Gop, in the Riches 
of his Grace and Mercy, hath provided forthe 
Relief and Salvation of all weary, heavy-laden 
Souls; who, conſcious of their Guilt, Demerit, 
and utter Inability to help themſelves, long, 
and pray for the Redemption which is in Iss 
CnrisT; the Manifeſtation of that Grace, called 
in Scripture, the Righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3. 


Thus, ſaith CHRIST, He ſhall take of the Things 
of mine, and | ſhew them unto you. He ſhall point 
your weary, ' wounded Souls, to your Creator, 
expiring on the Croſs in your ſtead. He ſhall 
ſhew you, that J, who knew no Sin, was neverthe- 
leſs made Sin for you ; treated as the vileſt Of- 
fender, and a real Sin- offering in your ſtead ; 
that you might be made the Righteouſneſs f God in 
Me; may be inveſted with that Righteouſneſs 
which Gon. approves, and which is no leſa a 
Righteouſneſs, than that of Gop Himſelf! 5 
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It is in this manner the holy Spirit rakes off the 
Things of CHRIST, and ſhews them to us; even 
to our Hearts. He writes the Forgiveneſs there, 

which the Lams's Blood purchaſed on the Croſs; 
and by his powerful, internal Operations, changes 

our whole Soul from all its evil Tendencies, and 
vnhappy Tempers, till the Mind that is iu ChRISsT, 
becomes ours alſo. 


Aulos beautifully deſcribes what this Convie- 


tion of Righteouſneſs means, when, according 


to the Divinity of St Paul, 2 Cor. v. 21. be ſings 


concerning CHRIsT, 


<< His Merit 
Imputed, ſhall abſolve them who renounce 


Their own, both righteous and unrighteous Deeds, 8 


And live in Him tranſplanted, and from Him 
Receive new Life.“ 


The Goſpel Diſpenſation is called, The Mi. 
niſtration of Righteouſneſs, Theran, ſaith the Apo: 
ſtle, the Righteouſneſs of Go is revealed from 
Faith to Faith It is attained by Faith; it is 
likewiſe retained and increaſed by the continual 
Exerciſe thereof: Even the Righteouſneſs of Gad, 
which is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon 
all them that believe : For, continues the Apoſtle, 
there is mo Difference; for all have ſinned and come 
Hort of the Glory of God; being juſtified freely by 
his Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt e Whom Gad hath ſet forth to be a Propitia- 
_ through _—_ A. his Blood, to declare bis 
- Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſl. 

through the —— of our God. 4 
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and his one, only Reſource is, Lord, ſave, or 1 
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The awakened Sinner finds he has no Righ- 
teouſneſs-of his own, to which he may truſt with 


= dead in Sins and loſt, 
Atonement for-himſelf, or Off 'ring meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath Nought to bring.“ 


In this his Extremity, when all ſeems over, 


periſh! the Spirit of Gop, like cooling Breezes 
to the ſcorched Traveller, or Springs of Water 
burſting up in the parched Deſert ; like ſeaſon- 
able Relief to him that is ready to periſh, ſhewsg 
the diſtreſſed Soul, that in the Lord he hath Righ- 
teouſneſs and Strength ; that in CHRIST- there 79 
plenteous Redemption ! He points the weary Sin- 
ner to the LAMB or Gop, that taketh away the 
Sins of the World; and enables him to believe in 
that ſuffering Victim, for the Remiſſion of 518 
Sins, He believes, and finds Reſt to his Soul ! 
He underſtands, by happy Experience, the Im- 
port of thoſe Words of CHRIST, „ A Woman 
when ſhe is in Travail hath Sorrow, becauſe her 
Hour is come: But, as ſoon as ſhe' is delivered 
of the Child, ſhe remembereth no more the An- 
— for Joy that a Man is born into the World,” 


ohn xvi. 21. "0 


Now the Spirit of Bondage ; that is, the Hor v 
GrosT, who had convinced the Sinner of his 
Bondage in Sin; his State of Captivity to his 
Luſts, the World, and the Devil, is become 3 
Spirit of Adoption, crying in the Heart of the juſti- ; 
hed Perſon, Abba, Father : The Spirit himſelf bears | 


eth Witneſs with his Spirit, that be is a Chi 7 
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God, He perceives himſelf brought up, as out 
of the Mire and Clay, and his Feet fixed upon 
a Rock: He was dead, but is now alive ; loft, Lut 
is found ! Words fail, adequately to expreſs the 
happy Difference which ſuch a Perſon finds in 
himſelf : . * 


„ As when a Wretch, from thick, polluted Air, 


Darkneſs and Stench, and ſuffocating Damps, 
And dungeon Horrors, by kind Fate diſcharg'd, 
Climbs ſome fair Eminence, where Ether pure 
Surrounds him, and Eh/an Proſpects riſe ; 

His Heart exults, his Spirits caſt their Load; 
As if neweborn, he triumphs in the Change; 
Breaths Hopes immortal, and affects the Skies,” 


Thus it fares with the juſtified Sinner, to 
whom Righteouſneſs is imputed. Now there is 
Joy in the Preſence of the Angels of Gop, and 
Heaven and Earth unite in the Praiſes of Him, 
whoſe. Righteouſneſs imputed abſolves the Sin- 


ner: Who hath loved US, and | waſhed Us from our 


Sins in his own Bleed! Believing in IEsUs, he 
can with Triumph declare, + ren 197 


No Condemnation new I dread ; 
JEsus, and all in Him is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And cloth d in RiGHTEOUusNEss Divine, 
Bold, I approach 1b eternal Throne, | 
| And claim the Crown, thro' CHRIs T, my.owns 


_ 'Fhis hath-:Gop done; and thus he effectually 
works by his Spirit in the Hearts of al} that 
believe. T% . * b kV. 244 

But 
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But how is this whole Work of God, con- 
vincing of Sin and Righteouſneſs 1 accounted of by 
the Generality of the World? Even by many of 
the ſober Part of it, who make Conſcience of 

religious Duties, and take ſome Pains to ſerve 
Gop : Why, like the Jews of old, with reſpect 
to our Loro's mightieſt Works, they find out 
ſome way to evade, queſtion, or reject the Whole, 
as mere Frenzy, Fanaticiſm, Extravaginieor 
Nonſenſe. Some Perſons, indeed who- are of a. 


more benevolent, and lefs cenſorious Diſpoſition, 


impute, however, all Pretenſions to a Work of 
this Natfire, to ſome Diſorder in the animal 
Oeconomy, fome irregular Motion in the Blood 
or Spirits ; which they hope will go off after cool 


Reflection, and the Help of proper Wan. and 


13 


That there is an apparent Difference for hs 
Better, in the Perſons thus wrought upon, is too 
evident to be denied by any that will but ſee. 
But that they ſhould “ imagine themfelves in 
* the Favour of Gop, through the Righteouſ- 
* neſs of CHRIST ; that they ſhould rejoice in 
« a ſure Truſt and Confidence their Sins -are 
* forgiven them, and they reconciled to the Fa- 
4 vour of God “: This is as offenſtve to many 
modern Chriſtians, as our Saviour's declaring, 
that God was bis Father, was to the Jews in 
his Time; or as when he ſaid to the Sick of the 
Palſy, Thy Sins are forgiven. Which th Bf 
vehemently reſented, declaring, He JR 


pbemy, Matt. ix. 1 
| | en 
* The Words of the Homily on Juſtification, 
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When the chief Prieſts and Scribes ſaw the 
wonderful Things which he did, we read, thy 
wers fore. diſpleaſed, And Jasos ſaid, Have ye 
neuer read, out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 
lings thou haft perfected Praiſe ? He is the ſame 
Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever; and by him, all 
that believe, are now, as well as in the Apoſtle's 
Time, juſtified from all Things, =—_ which they 
could not we by. the Law o oſes. By 1102 
the Blind yet receive their Sight, the Lame M1 
the Lepers are cleauſed, and k Dead are raiſed to 
— Life! The Goſpel is preached to the 

gor, and out of the Mouths of Babes, the 
Praiſes of GoD are perfected, are celebrated. 
When — old Jews ſaw and heard theſe Things, 
they . y offended. in CHg15T ; they 
— led with Wrath and Envy, and urged the 
Remo * of him from the Earth. 


And are there none of a like Spirit among us? 
None who take Offence at the Manner in which 
CHRIST promotes his Kingdom; the Inſtruments 
he makes uſe of, and the Succeſs with which he 
is pleaſed to bleſs the Endeavours of his poor 
Servants ? Thus, 

« by ſmall, | 

Accemplithing great Things; by Things r 

weak 

Subvert ing worldly ſtrong, and world] y wiſe, 
By ſimply meek.” 


Would to Gon there were none of this Cha- 
rater amongſt us! The Goſpel of CHRIS 
would then make its Way to many more Hearts, 
and be productive of its genuine Fruits. 0 
1 ur 
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Our Lok p exactly repreſents the Jews of big 
Time, and in them, many of this Generation, in 
the Parable of the Father and his two Sons, men- 
tioned Matt, xxi, 8 


What think you? A certain Man had two 
Sons, and he came to the Firſt, and ſaid, Son, 
go work to Day in my Vineyard. He anſwered 
and ſaid, I will not; but afterwards xepented 
and went. And he came to the Second, and 
ſaid in like Manner. And he anſwered and ſaid, 
I go Sir; and went not. Whether of them twain 
did the Will of his Father ? The Jews ſaid unto 
bim, the Firſt” (ſo paſſing Sentence againſt them- 
ſelves.) JEsus then — £41 the. Application, and 
ſaid unto them, Verih I ſay unto you, that the Pub- 
licans and the Harlits enter inte the Kingdom of God 
befare deu, | : | . | 


\ 4 Jays! 

The Parable, no doubt, reſpects primarily the 
Gentiles and the Fews : By the ſecond Son is 
ſhewn the State of ſuch Perſons, who by-their 
Profeſſion of Religion, and Obedience to Go.D's 
Service, give ExpeQations of Acceptance with, 
and Approbation from God ; but who, by their 
Refuſal of actual Compliance with his Methods 
of Salvation, forfeit all Title thereto. Such were 
the Jews: Such are all, of every Denomination, 
who profeſs to know God, but in Works, by the 
Tenour of their Lives, deny Him; and evidence 
their Eſtrangedneſs from, and total Ignorance of 
Him. The firſt Son, repreſents all thoſe, whey 
by their utter Neglect of Religion, and Refuſ 
of Conformity to the Divine Inſtitutions, forbid 
all Expectation of doing well; nevertheleſa, pare 

wards, 
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wards, reflecting on their Follies, and convinced 
of their Difobedience, return to their Duty; te- 
pent, believe, and are ſaved. Such were many 
of the Gentiles : Such are all who were once of 
corrupt Hearts, and unrighteous Converſation, 
But are now converted to G. Wd 
Thus doth the Son of Gop Himſelf, the true 
Judge of Hearts, and exact Obſerver of human 
Actions and Intentions, deſcribe the Condition 
of the religious Phariſees, and proffigate Sinners ; 
giving, at the ſame Time, in reſpect to the End 
of both, the Preference to the later. Not that 
our Lox D would hereby confound the Diſtinc- 
tion between Virtue and Vice; much leſs, would 
znfinuate, that a vicious is preferable to a virtuous 
Action: Such a Thought would Be ſhocking 
and blaſphemous ; unworthy the Gop of imma- 
culate Purity, who loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth 
Tniquity : But Jesvs CHRIST, would hereby de- 
throne the Pride of human Righteouſneſs, remove 
the Danger of People's valuing themſelves upon 
mere Profeffions, national or parental Privileges, 
outward Communion, with even the moſt te- 
formed Churches, and the like; and ſhew, that 
the vileſt, conſcious Sinner, is nearer Salvation, 
a fitter Object of the Divine Compaſſion, than 
the moſt ſelf-righteous Phariſee: 


Hrael, which followed" after Righteouſneſs, faith 
St aul, hath not: attained to the Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs; came ſhort of the Righteouſneſs Which is 
preſcribed by the Law; the End of which is 
CHrIsT. And wherefore ? Betaiſſe, continues the 
Apoſtle, they fought it not by Faith, but as it or 
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{if not pro ed, yet really) by the Works of the 
Lato For, they fumbled at that "Stumbling-/lone, 
Rom. ix. 31, 32. The Apoſtle adds farther, - 
They have. @ Taal or God; but not according 10 
Knqwledge.. Hor, they being ignorant of God's Righ» 
tcouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righ- 
teauſneſs ;1 ſtriving to maintain the Dignity of their 
own Works, performed by the Strength of Na- 
ture, and ſet up in the Room of God's Righteouſ- 


nels ; have not ſubmitte1 themſelves to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, Rom. x. 3. 


© This ſel{-righteous Spirit, which, wherever it 
is found, praperly conſtitutes a Jew, was diſ- 
cernible in the Whale of the Jews' Conduct, 
with Reference to our Lox Dp. They obſerved, 
that he became the Companion of all Sorts of 
People, of whatever Character or Profeſſion, who 
had recourſe to him, He had whole Troops of 
the poor, and maimed, and balt, and blind, and 
great Sinners, {till following him. A goodly 
Pack, ſaid the Jews in effect, to our Loxp's Dil- 
ciples, are ever at his Heels, He keepeth Com- 
pany, yea, eateth with, Publicans and Sinners! 
Jesus, himſelf, by a mild Anſwer, full of Love 
and heavenly Meaning, cotrects their Miſtake, by 
letting them know., The Whole need not a. Phyſi- 
ian, but they that are Sick z and that, he came, nat 
to call the Righteous, but Sinners ta Repentance. 


e r | 1 

But their Spirit in this Particular, and the true 
Nature of the-Goſpel-Grace, is, in no Inſtance, 
more diſcernible, than in the Conyerſation which 


 Jesus had with Simon the Sheri Luke vii. 


m. And a 


He invited our Lon p to eat with 
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Woman in the, City, who was a Sinner, a great, 
Notorious Sinner, when ſhe knew that Jesvus ſat 
at Meat in the Phariſee's Houſe, came and ftood 
at his Feet behind him weepiug; waſhed his 
Feet with her Tears, wiped them with the Hair 
of her Head and kiſſed them! Simon, on this 
Occaſion, began to alter the favourable Senti- 


ments, it is probable, he had conceived of our 
Lorn's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, | 


&« He ſpake within himſelf, ſaying, if this Man 
were a Prophet, he would have known who, and 
what Manner of Woman this is that toucheth 
him; for ſhe is a Sinner.” And therefore, ac- 
cording to him, our Lok D would have driven 
her out of his Sight with Indignation, and up- 
braided her with Inſolence and Preſumption, for 
coming near ſo good and holy a Perſon. But, 
ſays JE sus, anſwering the Thoughts of his Heart, 
Simon, you are quite wrong in your Notions; 
you Entirely, miſtake the Deſign of my comin 
into the World ;, your Ideas of me and the Gol 
1 are as wrong as they poſſibly can de. 

his is the Import of our Lok p's Anſwer: And 
the Parable which there follows, concerning the 
Creditor and his two Debtors, extorts an invo- 
luntary Confeſſion from the Phatiſee's own Lips, 
which repreſents the true State of the Goſpel- 
Covenant, and the great Love of pardoned Sin- 
ners: By which Parable, the Son of Goy ſets 
forth the gracious Defigns of Heaven towards 
Sinners in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, which 
makes Proviſion for the vileſt Offenders, and 
offers its living, healing Waters to All, without 


Exceptian, who chirk for chem, and will but 


come 
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come and drink. Poor Simon He accuſes 
Jesvs of not knowing Sinners, and it is he him- 
ſelf who knows not his Gor, and removes ſtill 
further from Him. He might have known Thee, 
O Jesvus, by thy Love to Sinners. Thou know- 
eſt them better than they know themſelves. It 
is Thou who draweſt them to thyſelf, who in- 
ſpireſt them with Confidence to approach Thee; 
and who giveſt them Faith full of Love, whereby 
they touch Thee, and are reconciled to Thee!“ 


w F £099 AF... al. ih, AN 
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EA Laſtly: As to the third Particular; the Work 
of the HoLy SPIRIT, in purifying the Heart of 
Man; th-ſe internal Operations, Illuminations, 
Reproofs, Comforts and Sorrows, which the Di- 
vine Spirit begets in the Souls of the Regenerate, 
and makes ſubſervient to their Sanctification; 
whereby they become al! g/ortons within, are filled 
with Love, and made Habitations of God ; theſe 
are ſet, by all who know not Gop, on the ſame 


Footing with the foregoing Particulars, aſcribed 
to the Holy Spirit of Gop. 


| Now it is not more certain, or more clearly 
revealed, that there is any HoLy GHrosT, than 
that thoſe ſeveral internal Operations, are aſeribed 
to Him in Holy Scripture. © He is ſaid to be ſent ; 
) into our Hearts; to dwell in us. That he ſhould: 
be thus with, yea in us, is the great Promiſe of 
the New Cavenant. The frequent Language 
of the Prophets runs in this Strain, 7 will pour 
out my Spirit upon you; and I will put my Spirit 
within you : To the ſame Effect are thoſe Words, 
Heb. viii. 10. “ This is the Covenant that 1 will 
make with the Houſe of //aet after thoſe _—_ 
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faith the Lox p; I will put my Laws into their 
Minds, and write them in their Hearts: And, I 
will be to them a Gop, aud they ſhall be to me 


a a People.” The Prophets, likewiſe, mention the 


Effects of this internal Reſidence of the HoLy 


GHosT;' which agree, in Sum, with our Loxp's 


own Words of Promiſe, Fohn vii. + Jesus ſtood 
and cried, If any Man thirſt, let him come to me 
and drink. He that believeth on me, out of his 
Belly, as the Scripture bath ſaid, ſhall flow Ri- 
vers of living Water. This ſpake he of the Spi- 
rit, which they that believe in him ſhould re- 
ceive.” (See //a. xii, 3. and xxxv. 6. and xliv. 3. 
and lviii. 11. Zecb. xiii. 1. 


And, that no one ſhould plead Ignorance, or 
allege the Impoſlibility of knowing whether 
Perſons have this divine Gueſt dwelling within 
them or no; St Paul gives us a Catalogue of 


Properties, or Fruits of the HoLy Spir1T; by 


auending to which every one may judge for him- 
ſelf, whether he belongs to CHRIST or not: For, 


i any Man have not the Spirit of Chrifl, he is none 


of his, Rom. viii. Theſe Fruits are as follow; 


namely, - Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 


neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance: Againſt 
theſe, adds the Apoſtle, there is no Law. I we 
tive in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit. As if 


he had ſaid, *+ Theſe are the true Marks and 


Proofs of our being alive to Gop, Let us go on 
then in this Life, walking according to the Mo- 
tions of this holy Spirit.” i 


And how glorious 2 Life muſt that be, of 


which the Spirit of Gon is the Principle, the 
1 1 a | Mover * 
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Mover, and the End! His Operations are various; 
but his Fruit is One, even the Purification of our 
Souls for the holy Service and everlaſting En- 
joyment of Gop. He is like the Springs of Eden, 


from whence iſſue many Rivers; or the Trees , 


of the heavenly Jerigſalem, bearing continual 
Fruit. He joins Things below with Things 
above; Heaven with Earth, Life with Death; 
that Mortality might be ſwallowed up of Life, and 
Sin be deſtroyed, by the Inhabitation of its holy 
Conqueror, even GOD OUR SANCTIFIER, 


As the Chriſtian's greateſt Glory lies within 
him, ſo are his ſtrongeſt Combats there. The 
Fleſh lufteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh, There is an inward Conteſt, as be- 
tween two mighty Powers, each ftriving for the. 
Maſtery. And, indeed, the principal Secret of 
the Chriſtian Life, conſiſts (as far as it reſpects 
our proper Powers) in duly conducting ourſelves, 
with Reference to the Motions of the one, and 
the other; in giving Place to the Operations of 
the good Spirit, ſo as to deny ourſelves whatever. 
tends to lead our Souls from Gop, or ſtrengthens 
the Reſiſtance, which corrupt Nature makes to 
the Will and Workings of the HoLy Ghost 
within us. 


The Motions of Sin, which are in our Members, 
tend continually, to bring forth Fruit unto Death: 
From without, likewiſe, there are numberleſs 
Solicitations to indulge and increaſe thoſe evil 
Tendencies. Of ourſelves we can do but little 
towards reſiſting or conquering. Our Strength 
is mere Weakneſs, our Wiſdom but Folly ; and 

"0 every 
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every Effort we make, in the bare Strength of 
Nature, only ſhews-our total Weakneſs and In- 
capacity, without the Grace of Go p, to over- 
come the leaſt of our Enemies, or go on in our 
. heavenly Courſe. Our whole Power and Free- 
dom, conſiſts in yielding ourſelves to the Motions 
af the Fleſh and the World, or to the Motions 
of God's Spirit; but this divine Spirit conſults 
our Peace; and when the Enemy comes in as a Flood, 
 lifts:up a Standard againſt him. His inward' Lead- 
ings, point out to us the Paths of Peace and Safety; 
and his powerful Influences, enable us to walk 
in them. He ſhews us our Danger, and detects 
our Corruption: In His Light we ſee Light: 
What: no human Eye can behold, or the moſt 
exact Obſervation: diſcover, the Holy Spirit, as 
the Candle of the Lord within us, makes plain to 
our Heart, pointing us, atthe ſame Time, to the 
only Fountain of Strength and Purity. We re- 
ceive of CHRIsT's Fulneſs, His Strength is 
made perfect in our Weakneſs: And thus the 
Kingdom of Go is brought into the Heart: Ve 
| know tue are of Cod. ly bis Spirit that he hath given 
1 Our whole Converſation becomes influenced 
by his Divine Grace; and the Soul becomes as a 
watered Garden, fruitful and: flouriſhing in every 
holy Affection and heavenly Temper. 


This is a brief Sketeh of ſome of the Opera- 
tians of the Holy. Spirit, on the Heart of Man, 
in the Work: of Regeneration; according to our 
Los n's threefold: Diſtinction. There are, it is 
true, Diverſties of Operations by the ſame Spirit. 
There were, in the early Days of Chriſtianity, 
Gifts of Tongues, working of Miraeles, * 
; ver 
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veral Acts of GoD's immediate Power, which 
were properly miraculous, ſuited to the Needs 
of thoſe Times, for the Conviction of the. Jewiſh 
and Heathen World, and for the more firm Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity in the World. But 
when Things came to a more ſettled State, after 
the Scriptures were written, and the Kings of 
the Earth became Chriſtian, thoſe miraculous 
Exertions' of Divine Grace, gradually ſubfided, 
and gave place to thoſe more ſettled, uniform, 
and ordinary Operations, which have their bleſs- 
ed Influence on the Hearts and Lives of Chriſtians ; 
by whoſe Converſation, it has been ſaid, more 
Perſons were converted to Chriſtianity, in the 
primitive, Days, than by all the Miracles of 
CHR1ST and his Apoſtles, 


And thoſe ordinary Operations, which wrought 
ſo effectually in the early Days of the Goſpel, 
are ſtill the Privilege of all true Believers in 
CHrrsT : They are as neceſſary to our perfor»! 
Holineſs, and future Glory, as they were the! 
We muſt abſtain from Sin, as they did; 9. 
pray, and love, and deny ourſelves, take up 
Croſs, ſuffer, (according to the Divine Pleat») 
believe, and live as they did, if we mean 1& 14 
Joy their Felicity, and ſhare in their Glory, C55, 
Heaven, Grace, Sin, Human Nature, hav» 1» 
dergone no Change ſince thoſe Days, W 
was neceſſary in order to the Salvation of 4 *1- 
ner in the Days of CygisT, is <qually nectar y 
at this Day. The Apoſtle's Words 2 cot! y 
true of the ancient as well as the prevent es; 
namely, that without Holineſs na Hun e (et 8 
Tord, Heb, xii, 14: © 


S 2 And 
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And yet, plain as all this appears to every 
truly conſiderate Perſon, there are not wanting 
thoſe who explode the Whole, as mere Frenzy, 
Madneſs and Folly. “ Such Things, ſay they, 
might have been looked for and expected in the 
primitive Days, the Times of CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles: But to think of knowing them now, 


is no other than Preſumption and Folly.” And 


ſo the whole Work of Regeneration is conſidered 
only as an upſtart, novel Doctrine; which weak, 
cunning, defigning, or enthuſiaſtic Men, have in- 


troduced to ſerve ſome ſiniſter Deſign ; to per- 


plex the Minds of weak People, and which they 
gravely ſay, renders Religion contemptible, 


Thus the Truth of Go; his true Docttine, 
the Way which the Scripture points out to Life 
and Bleſlſedneſs, is made a Lie, is deemed falſe 

and vain ; and the Chriſtians, ſo called, of 1772, 
diſcover the ſame Tempers, and Averſion towards 
the Gaſpel, that the Jews of the Years 33, and 
70 did. But, bleſſed be Gop, all are not of this 
Mind. Though Miracles are ceaſed, (ſays one 

of our Biſhops, late of this Age, on the Subject 
of Preaching in particular) yet the Power of Faith 
remains ſtrong and mighty, in order to the great 
and glorious Ends of Religion; the Love of Gop 
and Man ; the preſent and everlaſting Salvation 
of our Souls: And to this Day, thus much 1s 
ſure, that the greater Nependence a Man hath 
upon the Spirit, for the Illumination of his Mind 
and Conveyance of his Matter; and the more 
entire Truſt. he hath in, Gop, for the neceſlary 
Concurrence of his Grace with his Words, and 


whole Deportment ; if he js not wanting in his 
| own 
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own Endeavours, ſo much the greater will be his 
Succeſs and Reward. 


It is a very uncertain Way of judging of the 
Succeſs of Preaching, by the Opinions of Men: 
They are, indeed, many of them, proper Judges 
of what is good in itſelt, and how far it is agree- 
able to them; but its being approved of G op, 
and its rea} Uſefulneſs to the beſt Intereſts of 
Men, depend upon che immediate Influence of 
the Spirit of Gap. So that many Preachers, 
who might have been in much Eſteem for their 
perſonal Accompliſhments, Learning, and great 
Eloquence, may find that all the while they ſowed 
but Chaff: And others, though wanting this 
outward Glitter, and human Applauſe, but whoſe 
inceſſant Prayers and lively Faith in Gop, brought 
down the holy Spirit, and Dew of Heaven upon 
what they /owed and planted, ſhall be bleſſed 


with a plentiful Harveſt, 


This Conſideration ſhould make us poſſeſs 
our Minds with a firm Belief, that whatever may 
appear to ourſelves or others, yet, no Endow- 
ments or Qualifications whatſoever, will give our 
Words that unſeen Energy, which none but God 
can give, We may, indeed, dazzle our Admirers 3. 


but there will be ftill wanting that uſeful Light, 


and neceſſary Warmth, which can come no Way 
but from the Father of Lights. ' 


Let us then earneſtly aſk of Gon his holy 


Spirit, nor be deceived by the vain Words of 


Men, Let us not, by idle Excuſes and triflin 
Realonings, put the Word of Life away from us. 
G 3 O 


150 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 


O let us not ſteel our Breaſts againſt the Opera- 
tions of this holy Dove, who longs to take the 
Foſſeflion of our Hearts. Go p has promiſed to 
give his holy Spirit to them that aſk him. Let us 
then pour out our Hearts before him; lay ourſelves 


open to Conviction, and ſpread our Wants in the 


Light of his Countenance. The following Words, 
which Milton puts into the Mouth of Michael, com- 
forting Adam on his expelling him Eden, may not 
be 1 imper here: 

1 From Heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will ſend, 
The Promiſe of the Father, who hall dwell, 
His Spirit within them, promis'd alike 
Ang given to all Believers. 


— And the Law of Faith, 


Working thro? Love, upon their Hearts ſhall write, 
Jo guide them in all Truth, and alſo arm 
Wit ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 

Satan's Aſſaults, and quench, his fiery Darts. 


O God, my Redeemer, and.my;Judge, with- 


hold not from me the Light of thy holy Ward 


and Spirit, Let me know the true State of m my 
Soul: Make me acquainted with the powerful, 
ſaving Workings of thy Grace : Bring eaten 
preſent Salvation into my Heart. | 


—y « What 1 in me is dark, 
Illumine; what is low, raiſe and ſupport.” 


Make me Partaker of all the Benefits of thy 


bitter Paſſion: Subject my Heart to thy Croſs, 


Cauſe me to love thee on Earth, and, O, let me 
enjoy thee in Heaven. 1.1 
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II. I am, in the ſecond Place, to conſider 
CHRIST CRUCAFLED, to the Greeks, Foolifhneſs. 


The Greeks, ſaith St Paul, ſeet after Wiſdom, 
the Depths of Philoſophy, and the Charms of 
Eloquence : They ſought the Demonſtration of 
all Things from natural Cauſes, at the ſame 
Time that Experience proved all their Reſearches 
fruitleſs. They were Men of Wit and Reading; 
Men that had cultivated Arts and Sciences, and 
had for many Years been, in.a great Meaſure, the 

very Mint of Knowledge and Learning, But 
the Things which they ſv greatly admired, the 
Apoſtles as ſtudiouſly avoided, in propagating the 
Goſpel of CrurisT. Their Speech in private, 
and their Pmaching in public, was not with en- 
ticing Words of Man's W:ifdom : They did not af- 
fect 10 appear either fine Orators or deep Philo- 
ſophers 3 to captivate the Ear by ne Turns and 


eloquent Expreſſions, nor to pleaſe and entertain 


the Fancy with lofty Flights, or ſublime Notions, 
other than the Nature of their heavenly Doc- 
trine neceſſarily implies. The Wiſdom they came 
with, was — in a higher School than Hu- 
man; and the Matter of their Preaching was in 
itſelf ſo effectual, as not to need the Finery of 
outward Show, either in the Perſons who deli 
vered it, or in the Manner of its Delivery. 


Not that St Paul wanted what might have re- 
commended him to the 'wiſe Greeks, had he 
fought their Favour. He was a Scholar, emi- 
nent in the Knowledge of all which conſtituted 
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the Learning of his Times. He had been brought 
up under one of the moſt celebrated Teachers of 
his Days, and was of Capacity to make the beſt 
Uſe of ſuch an Opportunity. He might have 
boaſted of his Acquirements, and diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by bis Parts. But he himſelf tells us, 
that what Things ſoever were Gain to him, might 
have procured him Wealth or Reputation, he 
accounted Loſs for Chriſt, "This he ſpeaks with 
Reſpect to his State, the Manner of his Accept- 
ance with Gop; which is by Chriſt alone : And, 
as to his Preaching, and Matter of Study, I am 
determined, ſays he, to know Nothing ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and Him crucified; to make a Show of no 
other Knowledge but this; to teach Nothing 
elſe ; in ſhort, to know, and make known No- 
thing, to admire and live for Nothing, but Jesvs 
crucified. So that any one who heard Paul preach, 
and found him dwelling continually on this Point, 
might ſay, ** This Paul knows Nothing, hardly 
ever ſpeaks on any other Subject, than Je$vs, 
and Him crucafied.” N * 


Whatever other Knowledge he had, of Na- 
ture, the World, and Man, this was the ſingle 
Point he diſcovered an Acquaintance with, and 
which he evermore laboured to propagate among 
his Hearers. And this, as he tells us, he did, 
leſt the Craſs of Chrift ſhould be made of none Effect; 
left the Succeſs of the Goſpel ſhould have been 
aſcribed to the Force of Art, and not of Truth; 
not to the plain Doctrine of God incarnate, dy- 
ing for us, but the perſuaſive Oratory of thoſe 


who ſpake of it; and thereby the Honour - 
. the 
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eclipſed. 


He preached a crucified Jssus, in plain, intel- 


ligible Language; and told the People, that this 


Tesus, who was crucified at Teruſalem, was the 
Son of Gob, and Saviour of Men; that Chriſt 
muſl needs have ſuffered, and riſe from the dead; that 
this Feſus whom he preached is THE CHRIST 3 
that Whoever would be ſaved, muſt repent of 


their Sins, and believe in Him ;- muſt ſubmit to 


his Government and Laws, and live entirely to 
him. This was the Sum of his Preaching : And 
theſe Truths, confirmed from Heaven by Mira- 
cles, Signs and Wonders, needed no artificial 
Dreſs : They ſhine out with the brighteſt Luſtre, 
in their own naked Simplicity, and native Ma- 
jeſty.- They prevailed in the World by their 
own Authority, and the Demon/tration of the Spi- 


rit, without any human Appendages ; yea, again 
the utmoſt Rage and Malice of Devils and Men, 


They triumphed, at length, over all the Reſiſt- 
ance of the ſtumbling Jews, and all the boaſted 


Wiſdom and Philoſophy of the Heathen World, 


Yet, ſtill, the Goſpel was, To the Greeks, Fool- 


i/hneſs. They entertained it with Scorn and Con- 
' tempt, and rated thoſe who embraced it as ſo many 
illiterate weak Perfons. That the Sin of one 


Man ſhould fo affect the whole human Race, as 


to render them guilty, corrupt, and liable to end- 


leſs Miſery ; that Go, the Creator of all, ſhould 
aſſume Humanity, and die; that by.his Life and 


Death, all the World ſhould be put into a Capa- 


city of Salvation ; that by believing in him, thoſe 
G 5 who 


the Croſs ſhould have been diminiſhed and 
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who had been the greateſt Sinners, ſhould find 
Pardon and Acceptance with Gop; be raiſed 


above the Fear of Death, and chearfully ſuffer all 
Things for his Sake; and that Faith opens a 
happy Intercourſe between Gop and the Soul, 
this World and the next: All this is, to the hu- 
man Mind, unenlightened by the holy Spirit of 
Gov, the very Fooliſhneſs of Folly ; Matter of 


Jeſt to ſome, of Contempt and Ridicule to others, 


„ What, hope to be ſaved by One that' could 


not ſave himſelf? And truſt in One that was 
condemned and crucified as a Malefactor? A 
Man of mean Birth, and of poor Condition in 
Life, and cut off by ſo vile and opprobrious a 


Death,” This the Pride of Reaſon and Learning 


can by no Means reliſh or digeſt. The Greeks 
thought it little better than Stupidity, to receive 
ſuch a Doctrine, and pay ſo high Regard to ſuch 
a Perſon. It was, in their Account, an entire 


Inverſſdn of the Order of Things; and the Apo- 


Ales, who taught ſuch Doctrine, they reputed as 
Diſturbers of the Repoſe of Mankind. Theſe, 
ſaid the Greeks of Theſſalonica, that have turned 
the Merld upſide down, are come hither alſo.” At 
Athens they encountered the Apoftle, and with 


their uſual Contempt, ſaid, hat will this Babler 


ſay? Others, He ſeemeth to be a ſetter forth of 
Arange Gods; becauſe he preached JEsUs and the Re- 


urrefion : He went on in his uſnal Manner, 
ſetting forth his Divine Maſter, and all the Bleſs- 
ings of the other World, through Him ; of which 
the Reſurrection of our LorD, is both a Proof 
and Earneſt, Theſe they called, frange Things, 
and a new Doctrine brought to their Ears, 1 
n 
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And from hence, Tumults were frequently 
raiſed wherever the Apoſtles came; Cities and 
Corporations were put into Confuſion, and num- 
|  berleſs Stirs made about this Hoy. At Epheſus 
the whole City was in Commotion. For, altho” 
they accounted the Doctrine no other than mere 
Folly, yet they dreaded its Conſequences. © You 
ſee and hear, ſaid one of them, that not alone at 
Epheſus, but almoſt throughout all a, this Paul 
hath perſuaded and turned away much People, 
ſaying, that they are not Gods which are made 
with Hands : So that there is Danger, not onl 
that our Craft ſhould be ſet at Nought; but alſo, 
that the Temple of the great Goddeſs. Diana 
ſhould be deſpiſed, and her Majeſty deſtroyed: 
And, hearing this, that both their Trade and Rg- 
ligion were in danger, they were filled with Rage, 
and the whole City was filled with Confuſion. 
Some cried one Thing, and ſome another; far 
the Aſſembly was confuſed, and the greater Part 
knew not (what a Picture of modern Mohs J) 
for what they were come together,” Ads xix, 


So literally true arg the Words of our Text, 
that the Preaching of the cruciſad JESUs, was, 
as ta the Fews, 4 Stumbling-block, ſo to the Greeks, 
Fooliſbneſs. | Fx 


But, as the Words, with reſpect to thoſe, muſt 
not be confined only to the Deſcendents of Abra- 


bam; ſo neither are we to underſtand by theſe,” 


only the Succeſſors, by Birth and Principle, of 
the Heathens of Greece, the Sects of the Stoical 
or Epicurean Philoſophers. For, as be is wot a 
Jew, ig St Paul's Senſe of the Expreffion, wha is 


one 
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one by Deſcent or Profeſſion, but by a State of 
Heart and Behaviour : In like Manner, it is not 
an Attachment to the Gods of the Heathen, and 
offering Sacrifice to dumb Idols, which confti- 
- tutes a Greek or Gentile, in the Senſe of the 
Text. To whomſoever the Preaching of the 
Croſs of Jesvs, or Jesvs crucified, is a Stumbling- 
Shock, he is a Jew, has a Jewiſh Heart, be his 
Deſcent or Profeſſion what it may: And all are 
Greeks, or Gentiles, to whom the ſame appears, 
or by whomſoever it is treated, as Fooliſbneſi. 


The only Difference between us and them con- 
fiſts in this, that whereas formerly the Diſtinction 
between Jew and Gentile, ſo ſubſiſted, and they. 
had their Sentiments ſo entirely different, that 
the Oppofition which the Goſpel met with from 
both, was, as to the Spring and Motive of it, 
quite different, as from diſtin Parties, who 
agreed in Nothing but their Rejection of it: 
Among us, profeſſed Chriſtians, there are both 
Jews and Gentiles, united in the ſame Commu- 
nity, and profeſſing like Objects of Worſhip : 
Nay, the true Characteriſtic of both Jew and 
Gentile, is often found in the ſame Perſon. We 
are offended at the Goſpel, and repute it Fooliſh- 
neſs at the ſame Time, | 


And our Sin, in this Particular, is highly ag- 
gravated hy our Privileges, ſo far ſuperior to 
© thoſe of either ancient Jews or Gentiles, That 

Truth was obſcure, and Falſhood ſpecious, and 
Opinions endleſs ; and that in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, the Mind of Man could find no Reft, 
becauſe Suſpence is anxious, and Aſſent almoſt 

| inevitably 
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inevitably betrayed into Miſtake; this was the 
ſad and juſt Complaint of the Heathen World, 
which, by Gop's Dereliction, had loſt its Way, 
and could not regain it by the feeble Glimmer- 
ings of natural Light. 


But of what have we to complain, who grope 
and wander, and ſtumble at Noon Day? Ours 
is not Ignorance, but Perverſeneſs; not want of 
a Guide, but Defection from Him, Thus Hea- 
'ven's ſupreme Bleffing on us in the Goſpel, is 
not annulled only by our Perverſeneſs; but turned 
to much Hurt. We are favoured to our Misfor- 
tune, We are enriched to our Loſs, 


Yea, there are, alas] amongſt us, Heathens 
ſtil, For, are there not to be found in England 
at this Day, Multitudes, to whom the Goſpel ap- 
| pears. as great Folly, as it formerly did to the 
Greeks of Athens or Antioch? To inſtance only 
in a few Particulars: "Thoſe fundamental Doc- 
trines of the Bible, contained likewiſe in our Ar- 
ticles, relating to Original Sin, Juſtification thro? 
Faith in CHRIST, and the Renewal of our Souls, 
after the Image of Him that created us; how 
are theſe generally accounted of? Have not the 
Preaching of theſe Truths been more frequently 
ſcoffed at, treated with Scorn, and reputed ſtrange 
Things, a new Doctrine or Religion amongſt us, 


than ever they were by the Gentiles of Greece, 


when Paul preached them amongſt that People? 
Let a Series of Facts, in the preſent Age, (to 
look no farther) and within our own Knowledge 
declare it. How few are there, comparatively, 
amongſt us, who are thoroughly ſenſible of hu- 
| | man 
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man Denierit, of the Corruption of human Na- 
ture, and the Neceſſity of Regeneration, in order 
to inherit the preſent and future Kingdom of 
Heaven? Can 5er agree to that Apoſtolig De- 
elaration, By one Man, namely, Adam, Sin entered 


into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 


paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſiuned. And 
again; By the Offence of One (ſtill referring to 
our firſt Patents Diſobedience) Judgment came 
bon all Men to Condemnation, Rom. v. And have 


we no Hope or Expectation of Pardon, Graee 


or Glory, ſave through the Merits, the Blood and 


Righteouſneſs of our crucified REDERMER? 


Alas! how many are to be found, even in 


Chriſtian Aſſemblies, who believe Nothing leſs ? 

To whom each and all of theſe Truths appear, 
either voluntarily or by Conſtraint (for Conſci- 
ence will ſpeak) as the greateſt Extravagance, 


yea, Nonſenſe itſelf? And, as formerly among 
the ancient Greeks, there were different Sects, 
various Claſſes, each of whom, in their Turn, re- 
jected and ridiculed the Religion of Jesvs ; ſome 
in a more groſs and barefaced, others in a more 
ſubtil and inſinuating Manner: Amongſt us like- 


wiſe, there ate to be found, in our different Claſſes 


ang. Diviſions of Chriſtians, Perſons who treat. 


the Goſpel with equal Contempt, and, are there- 


fore, as little benefited by CHRIST as they were. 


The giddy, unthinking Vulgar, attend but 
little to the Buſineſs of Salyation at all; they 


are incapable of entering into ſuch Inquiries and 


Reſearches, as à judicious Skill in Divine Things 


requires. On the contrary, they reject the Paine | 
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and moſt intelligible Inſtructions, which ate, s 


can be given them: How many of them are there 
who account themſelves unworthy of eternal Life © 
They are, within a ſmall Degree, as ignorant of 


Gob as the Beaſts of the Field, and yet are wiſe 


enough in their own Eyes, to reject with Indig- 
nation the Means which Go p, in his Wiſdony 
and Goodneſs, hath provided for their Inſtruction: 
and Salvation. They wil periſh, notwithſtand- 
ing all that God hath done to ſave them, and al: 
the Pains his Servants can take. O that they were 
Wiſe, and did but conſider their Ways! | 


But the Evil would be leſs grievous, if it ter- 
minated here; if only the groffer Sinners, and! 


leſs intelligible Part of Mankind, treated the Gofe 


pel of the Son of Gop with Diſreſpe& and Con- 
tempt. But the Cafe is far otherwiſe : Theſe 
are often only the Apes or Tools of many of the 
more ſpeculative and wiſe Thinkers of the World; 
to whom the Character of Greets more eſpecially 
belongs. The Simplicity that is in CarIsT, as 
St Paul calls a right State of Heart and Conver- 
fation, in regard to the Goſpel, is deemed by 
theſe, no better than Weakneſs, Mean- ſpirited- 
neſs and Folly. Yea, the whole Circle and: 
Summary of divinely revealed Truth, celatingyto- 
CHRiIsrT, the holy Scriptures, the Operatiof of 
the holy Ghoſt, Faith, and Salvation, they fate 
as mere Trifles; Matters which, ſay they, may 
amuſe weak Women and Children, but are too 
trivial to merit the Attention of ſuperior Reaſan. 
They often either ſmile in their Sleeves at thoſe 
whom they judge the Subjects of this Deluſion, 
or with magiſterial Diſdain, reject the I _— 
an 
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and thoſe who receive them, as ſo many Lies, 
and Deceivers. b 


And this ſome Men do, under Pretence of the 
Want of ſufficient Evidence whereon to found 
their Belief: They would have Things, whoſe 
very Nature are above all human Comprehenſion, 
and which: are properly Objects of Faith, and 
not of Reaſon, nevertheleſs, made mathematical] 
plain; and all the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Re- 
, ligion, on the ſame Footing in Point of Demon- 
ſtration, with Euclid's Elements. But, how widely 
different is this Way of thinking from that of 
St Paul: Let no Man deceive himſelf, ſays the 
' Apoſtle : 1f any Man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe, | 
let him become a Fool, that he may be wiſe; let him 
-xenounce his own Underſtanding, as inſufficient to 
find out the Almighty, and all Manner of good 
Opinion of himſelf,. to give Way to Gos's only 
Wiſdom; which is incompatible with worldly 
Wiſdom, aydawith fleſhly Pride. For the N iſdom 1 
of this World is Foolifhneſs with God For, he taketh 
the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs ; not only while 
they think they are acting wiſely, but by their 
very Wiſdom, which itſelt is their Snare, and an 
Occaſion of their Deſtruction, 1 Cor. iii. 18, 19. 


Fs Far from Humiliation, and even common 
Modeſty, ſays an eminent Writer of our own 
Church, muſt he be, who would give Light to 
thoſe Myſteries which St Paul, with all his 
Learning, Eloquenee and Inſpiration, pronounces 
to be to the Fews a Stumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks, thoſe moſt ſubtil of Men, Foolifhneſs : 
That is, they thought it Folly to believe them, 
| 8 becauſe. 
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becauſe unintelligible ; and becauſe they did nat 
apprehend that there was any Divine rc 
to compel their Belief. And ſuch Greets ha 
we; Epicurean Greeks, ſubtil and unbelieving: 
Men who reject divine Aſſiſtance, as too officious, 
with a Sort of Diſdain, as if it affronted therr 
own Abilities; and whoſe preſumptuous Opinions 
are induſtriouſly ſpread, by Peſt-men, through 
the Land.” | 


And whence, it may be reaſonably aſked, 
comes this Averſion of philoſophical People to the 
main Point of Chriſtian Religion ? It is becauſe 
they think all Fanatics who prefer to human 
Reaſon the ſure Word of Revelation; and fo they 
will continue to do, till that irreſiſtible Dart, (Pſal. 
xlv.) has reached their Hearts, which Satan aped 
by his Cupids, That whole wicked Mimickry, 
whereby he ſtrove to Hemiſh the Creation and Re- 
demption, till ſtands as a Gulf between the ſenſible 
People of the World, and thoſe who vollow the 
Wiſdom of the Croſs. | 


If a Man born Blind, who had never ſo much 
as heard of a Sun, Moon, and-Stars, ſhould 
ſuddenly receive Sight; he would not be more 
aſtoniſhed at the firſt ruſhing in of thoſe material 
Glories, than would the Man by Vice ſtruck 
blind to Religion, be, at his firſt Conviction of 
thoſe heavenly Truths, namely, Divine Mani- 
feſtations, awful Revelations, fulfilled Prophecies, 
numberleſs Miracles, and one unbroken Chain of 
' marvellous Expedients, from before Creation to 
this Hour, for our Salvation ; thoſe ſpiritual Lu- 
minaries ; thoſe (dare I ſay?) Sun, nag 
: | cars 
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Stars of che Moral World, if Gon ſhould give 
him Light. Till then, walking in Darkneſs, he 
muſt miſtake Danger for Safety, Shame for Glory, 
and Miſchief for Pleaſure. Like the blind Men 
of Sodom, he reaches eagerly after, and preſſes 
hard for Enjoyment; but of real Enjoyment, of 
true Felicity, he cannot find the Door. 


Thbe moſt accompliſhed Perſon, both in Under- 
ſtanding and Morals, is never the nearer: For, 
as thoſe who dote upon their Fleſh, and ſeek a 
groſs Pleaſure from ſenſual Gratifications, fall into 

the Devil's old Kingdom, which he ſupported by 

Romances and Falſhood : So the Thinkers, who 

improve their Intellects, and abſtrat from mate- 
rial Tbings, loſe themſelves in another Territory 
of his, the ſhadowy Realm of Speculation 3 where 
they graſp and get nothing but Air, 


& But when we ate converted, and become as little 
Children; forget our whole farmer Exiſtence, and 
at the Moment of the Remiſſion of aur Sins, let 
our paſt Ideas alſo be carried away with the Stream 
of CyxIsT's Blood; then we are favoured with 
new Lights, and know on what Foundation we 
are deemed in the Courts above.“ 


A bere is tbe ii iſe, cries the Apoſtle, this Cham- 
pion of our Lok 's Croſs, triumphing over all 
the Oppoſition. of human Wiſdom and Power 
to the victorious Goſpel of CHRIS; Where ts 
the Seribe? Where is the Diſputer, the ſubtil 
Reaſoner of this World? What can either the 
wiſe Men of the Gentiles do? Or the Jewiſh 
Seribes ? Or the Diſputers of this Warld-? Thoſe 
among 


. 
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among each, who, proud of their Acuteneſs, 
were fond of Controverſy, and thought they could 
confute all Opponents. Hath t GOD made 


fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? All the yalued 


Learning of this World was confounded, baffled, 
and eclipſed by the Chriftian Revelation, and the 
glorious Triumph of the Croſs of CHRIS Tr. 


The Heathen Politicians and Philoſophers ; 
the Jewiſh Rabbins and Doctors; the curious 
Searchers into the Secrets of Nature, were all 
bewildered and nonplused, at the fimple, yet 
majeſtic Declaration and Rule of the glorious 
Goſpel. This myſterious Wiſdom of God, lay 
out of the Reach of the deepeſt Stateſmen and 
Philoſophers, and the greateſt Pcetenders to 
Learning, both among Jews and Gentiles, When 
Gop would fays the World, he made Choice 
of a Way.onl known to himſelf : For the World 
by. Wiſdom 2 not Gop. All their boaſted 
Science did not, could not, make the World ac» 
quainted with its Creator, In thi 'of all their 
Skill, Ignorance ſtill prevailed ; Tniquity fit 
abounded. Men were puffed up with an imagi» 
nary Knowledge, and thereby more and more 
alienated from the true and only Fountain of 


Wiſdom and Happineſs. Therefore it 2 2 


Gop, by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them 
that believe, 1 Cor. i, 21, "74 7 THR, - 


How myſterious, how fathomleſs are the Depths 
of thy Ways of Grace, O Loxpd! How unlike 


are thy Thoughts to our Thoughts ! Thou haſt 


cauſed the Goſpel, and the Whole of human 


Happineſs, to center in thy crucified Son. 1 
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this is to the Fews a Stumbling-block, and to the 


Greeks Foohiſhneſs. And why? Becauſe the Fool- 
ihne. of Go (aſtoniſhing Expreflion !) is wiſer 


than Men! And the Wiatkneſs of Gov 4s ſtronger - 


than Hen. For, continues St Paul, ye fee your 
Calling, Brethren, how that not many wiſe 

after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called,” The Tranſlators ſupply the Words 
are called. The Meaning ſeems to be, Few of 
the Wiſe, the Mighty, and the Noble, compara- 
tively, receive the Goſpel, as not ſuiting with the 
Pride of Learning, the Heroiſm of Conquerors, 
the Senſuality of the Great in general. But 
while theſe reject it, many others, more wiſe and 


noble, in God's Account, receive it; and Gop 


doth. not reject them. On the contrary, “ He 
hath cheſen the fooliſh Things of the World, to 
confound the Wiſe; and Gop hath chofen the 
weak Things of the World to confound the 
Things that are mighty ; and baſe Things of the 
World, and Things which are deſpiſed, hath 
Go choſen, yea, and Things which are not, 
to bring to nought Things that are: That no 
Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 25, 29. 


Here is the End of all his Diſpenſations, to 
ſtrip Man of his own Sufficiency ; to diveſt him 
of all Confidence in the Fleſh; te perfe& his 
Strength in our Weakneſs ; to magnify his Wiſ- 
dom in our Folly, and to ſhew forth the Riches 
of his Grace, in providing us a Righteouſneſs 
altogether complete, without the leaſt Acceſſion 
thereto from us ; yea, which is never ours till, 
ſtript of our own, we come naked, to be clothed 


Here 


upon therewith, 


en. 
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Here then we ſee the Grace and Mercy of 
our God fully diſplayed, His Kingdom is pro- 
moted ; Sinners are converted, ſaved from Guilt 
and Wrath, by a Method which worldly Wiſdom 
accounts mere Fooliſhneſs. 


It has been often ſaid, „ Why, if ſuch and 
ſuch an one, after being ſo many Years at Col- 
lege, ſtudying Greek and Latin, does not know 
theſe Things, who then in the World ſhould ?” 
What Things? The Mind of Goo in his 
Word ? His Methods of Grace and Salvation ? 
Inward Religion? Alas! theſe are the leaſt Ob- 
jects of learned Mens Purſuit: Nor, are they 
learned in the Schools of Homer, Plato, Virgil, 
or Epiftetus, They are not the Fruit of human 
Science. They are taught in a higher Univerkty: ' 
The Things of God are learned only from the 
Spirit of Gop; and by ſuch as, renouncing 
their own, ſeek Wiſdom from the Father e 
Lights, who giveth it liberally to thoſe who a 
it with Importunity and Perſeverance, 


_ , Humility, Prayer, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Pu- 
rity and Holineſs of Converſation, are the ſole 
Way to the Knowledge of Gop and CHRIST, 

to be well acquainted with thoſe Things which 

pertain to the Kingdom of Gop, The true Di- 

vine is the divine Man, with whom dwells the 

Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge 

of CHRIST ; who waits continually at the Poſts 

of Wiſdom's Doors, hearkening what the Lozp 

ſhall ſay unto him. i I 


Learning 
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Learning has indeed its fingular and ornamen- 
tal Uſes, even in the Things of God; and to 
ſpeak contemptuouſly of it, is often no other than 
the Shift of lazy, ignorant Perſons, to cloke or 
juſtify their want of, and Indolence in the Pur- 
ſuit of it. It has been ſaid, Learning has no 
Enemy but Ignorance.“ But the Miſtake lies in 
ſuppoſing, that Skill in human Science is neceſ- 
ſarily the ſame in the Things of God. True Ac- 
quaintance with divine Matters, always implies 

Holy Living. But, that Learning and Goodneſs, 

Have no neceſſary Connection, appears from the 
Life of many wicked Scholars. Alas ! what ima- 
ginable Connection is there between the Know- 
ledge of Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Philoſophy, &c. 
and the Love of Gop and our Neighbour?” What 
has Accuracy of Speech, Elevation of Genius, 
and Reſearches into the Depths of Nature, to do 
with Humility, Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-de- 
nial and Heavenly-mindedneſs? And, yet, this 
miſtaken Suppoſition, that a learned Man muſt 
be a good Divine, muſt be neceſſarily acquainted 
with the Truths pertaining to Godlineſs, is a 
Rock'on which many have ſplit ; a Barrier againſt 
the Light'of Life ſhining into the Hearts of Mul- 
titudes of the unlearned World. g | 


Divinity, conſidered as a. Science, may, it is 
true, be acquired by dint. of Application; by 
hearing Lectures, reading Books, or both, as 
other Sciences are. Men may give their Aﬀent, 
and ſubſcribe' to the moſt rational and orthodox 
Syſtem of Divinity, and learn to defend every 
Part thereof againſt its Adverſaries. They may 
get acquainted with the moſt religious Contro- 
| verſies, 
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verſies, and commit to Memory the moſt mate- 
rial Objections to, and Reaſons for, every Arti- 
cle they profeſs to believe. They may have 
read what is called ſpeculative, practical, polemical, 
and caſuiſtical Divinity: they may come from a 
Seminary of Learning, fraught with this Furni- 
ture, and full of the Pride of their Attainments, 
and at the ſame Time be total Strangers to them- 
ſelves and Gon; and therefore, know nothing as 
Tm ought to know, 1 Cor. viii. 2, J 

All this is well enough conſiſtent with, nay, 
without the Grace of Gop; is Food for the Care 
nal Heart, with all its unruly Paſſions and vile * 
Ir - A Man may be at the ſame Time 
reat Scholar, and a great Sinner; very deep 
in rudition; but buried in the Sepulchre of his 
Luſts and Corruptions, 


& Tis. not the Learned, but the pious Path 
That leads us to our Point. 
Man's Science is the Culture of his Heart, 
And not to loſe his Plummet in the Depths 


Of Nature, or the more Profound of Gon.“ 


The great, and pretendedly great Scholars, 
the Philoſophers, and Men of boaſted Reaſon, 
at this Day, , reject, as did the Heathen Greeks of 
old, the Goſpel of our Salvation, accounting it 
a' filly Tale, its Threatenings as Bugbears, its 
Promiſes as Fables: And they draw after them 
Multitudes, influenced by their Authority and 
Example; who chooſe, rather, to partake of Poi- 
ſon (ſs to ſpeak) out of gilded Cups, than whole- 
ſem Food from Earthen Veſſels, , 
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But what faith the LoR D? 7 will deſtrey the 
Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring to Nothing the Un- 
Aerſlanding of the Prudent. To contound the 

Eloquence, Learning and Underſtanding of Man, 
God hath brought that to paſs by the Croſs, and 
the Fooliſhneſs. of Preaching, which they could 
never effect by all their falſe Knowledge and 
boaſted Wiſdom. The Doctrine itſelf, and the 
Inſtruments of its Propagation, baffle the Re- 
ſiſtance, and confound the Pride of the Reaſon 


of Man. 


It is the very Light of the Glory of CuhRIST, 
ſays a Writer of the laſt Age, to cauſe the Goſ- 
pel to be preached by Perſons of no Learning or 
Fortune; and to be received, notwithſtanding all 
the Oppoſition of all the great and learned Men 
of the World. He who, after conſidering the 
Scriptures, and manifold Examples to this Pur- 
poſe, has any great Regard for the Viſdom of this 
Mora, — 2 — divine Things CET 
he has but little Regard for the J/i/dem of Gop. 


Sin has changed the whole State of human 
Things: The Creator, at firſt, deſigned to bring 
Men to a further Knowledge of himſelf, by the 
_ Uſe of their Reaſon, and by the Conſideration 
of the Wiſdom of his Works: But now, the 
Redeemer draws them by the Fooliſhneſs (as 
Men account it) of the Word of the Croſs, and 
by the Subjection of our Reaſon, and Submiſſion 
of our Will to Him. 


This Way is ſo much the. more to be admired, 
and more worthy of Gop, in that it contradicts, 
| at 
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at one and the ſame Time, the different Inclina- 
tions of ſinful Men, both Jews and Gentiles; 
confounds their Vanity, and cures their Wounds. 


The illiterate People, and great Sinners, for 
the moſt Part, profit more by the Word of Gop, 
than great Doctors of the Law. Men frequently, 
through a falſe Greatneſs of Soul, and a wicked 
Elevation of Mind, deſpiſe ſmall Things, and 
thereby deprive themſelves of great ones, which, 
Gop has annexed to them. Fhe Humble ſub- 
mit to them, and are ſaved; the Proud reject 
them, and are loſt. So that it is a very poſlible 
Caſe, that the humble Servant, who can only 
juſt read, nor hardly that, may have more true 
Religion, than the learned Doctor he waits upon. 

Aſter all, it will perhaps be ſaid, © The World 
is now Chri/tian ; at leaſt this Part of it. What 
have we to do then with Jews and Heathens ? 
It would be well enough to talk thus among the In- 
fidels of Malabar or Japan, or if we were yet, 
like our Progenitors, offering Sacrifice to Idols. 
Are we not baptized into the Religion of CHRIST? 
Do we not attend his public Worthip, and make 
the moſt open Profeſſion of having no other Gon. 
but Him? What, in the Name of Gop, would 
People have? Away with all this ado about No- 
thing. Come, let us enjoy the Sweets of Life, 
and live while we live! Let us leave thoſe Fa- 
natics to themſelves, and be content with the 
Religion of our Forefathers.“ 


And Men, alas! will talk at this Rate, fo long 
as the love of Sin and wh prevail in the World, 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon is loſtz Arguments are loſt; Scripture. 
is alledged to no Purpoſe ; the Teſtimony of Go 
himſelf is diſregarded : The Torrent of natural 
Corruption bears all before it; and the Truth of 
our Text is exactly verified in Multitudes of the 
preſent Generation. CHRIST crucified + a to 
our Jews, a Stumbling-block, and ta our Greeks, 
Fooliſbneſt. | 


We are, it is true, Chriſtians by Name and 
public Profeſſion; and as ſuch, prefer the Chriſ- 1 
tian Religion, fo far as it reſpects a Syſtem of 
Doctrines, and gg for the moſt perfect Mo- 
rality, to 7udai/m, Paganiſm, or Mahometaniſm : 
And, with good Reaſon. For Chriſtianity, even 

a in this reſpect, has certainly the Preference, be- 
ond all Degrees of Compariſon, to every other 
ſtitution that ever was, or ever will be in the 
World : Some of our very Greeks themſelves 

being Witneſſes. | 


_ = £ > as 


But, ſhould not a ſober and ingenuous Mind 
conſider, What Influence has the Whole of 
my Profeſſion and external Privileges upon my 
Heart and Converſation? Am I in myſelf more 
happy than a Je or Greek? Are my Paſſions 
more ſubdued? Do I love G.oD more, and the 
World leſs! Am I more pure, chafte, and hea®= |, 
venly - minded than a Mabometan or Infidel?” 

If ſo, here is then Matter of Thankſgiving to 
Gop, But if not; if you are yet proud, vain- 
glorious, ealthly minded, averſe to Prayer, living 

in a daily Courſe of ſenſual Gratifications and 

vain Amuſements; if you are deſtitute of Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and a bleſſed Hope 


| vf Immortality: In the Name of Gop * 
aſk, 
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aſk, What Good has your Religion yet done you? 
Do Names or Profeſſions alter the Nature of 
Things? And is there any Difference between a 
Turk, who either lies, ſwears, is intemperate, un- 
chaſte, prayerleſs or ungodly, and a Chriſtian, 
ſo called, that does the very ſame ? Certainly, the 
Advantage is not on the Side of the latter: Since 
the greater our Mercies are, and the more glorious 
the LoxD, whom we deſpiſe, the greater of 
Courſe, muſt be our Condemnation. Which, 
it may be aſked, is in the ſafeſt Condition, a 
Man living at Conftantineple, zealous for Mabomet, 
his Coran, Moſques and Ceremonies ; or a Per- 
ſon in the ſame Condition, with the ſame State 
of Heart, at London, ftrenuous for CyriIsT, the 
holy Scriptures, and the Church? "The Syſtem 
of the one is, indeed, infinitely preferable to that 
of the other: But, that they are both upon an 
equal Footing, in Point of Salvation, is too plain 
to need a Proof. 


Alas! What are all mere Externals? What 
are Names ? What is any Thing, every Thing, 
while Men are Strangers to the Love of Gon 
in CyRIsT, and the ſanctifying Operations of 
his holy Spirit: While they are Slaves to their 
Luſts and Paſſions, the Servants of Sin, and de- 
voted to the World? Such were moſt of the 
Greeks of old; ſuch are Numbers of their De- 
ſcendents at this Day in Chriſtendom. 


And yet, our Folly ſuggeſts, Ve are the Men, 
and IWiſdom ſhall die with us. Our Attention is 
fixed upon, and our Inquiries terminate only in 
outward Things, Comparing ourſelves with other 

| H A Nations, 
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Nations, and the preſent Times with Apes that 
are paſt, we find, and bleſſed be Gon: we do, 


that both our civil and religious Conſtitution, 
our Commerce abroad, and our Proſpetity at 


home, far ſurpaſs thoſe of moſt other Countries 


and Ages we know any Thing of. We think 
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freely, and act with little Reſtraint: And ſo, not 
only forget the main Affair, live regardleſs of the 
eNE THING NEEDFUL, Luke x. 42. but ridicule 
and explode it. The Redemption of our Souls 
by the Blood of the Croſs; the Life and Immor- 
tality brought to Light by the Goſpel ; the ge- 
nuine Experience of real Chriſtians; are conſi- 


ſidered as trivial Things, nay, Fosliſpneſi. 


But, wilt thou know, O vain Man, that this 

thy Wiſdom is thy Felly !'Thatthe/Things which 
are highly eſteemed amongſt Men, are an Abomi- 
nation in the Sight of Gop ? Luke xvii 15. Alas! 
have you never learned from dying Beds, that 
all the Boaſt of natural Wiſdom, all the Strength 
of human Prudence, all the Religion of Re⸗ len, 
without the Knowledge of a Gop reconciled in 
CnrisT, render a laſt Hour terrible, and leave 
the Soul in its own datk, untegenerate State, 
wretched, beyond all Conception? Tliat 


„% Whatever Faree the boaſted Hero plays, ö 
Virtue alone has Mejeſty in Death.“ 


Yes, Virtue, which has CHRIST for its Foun- 
dation, Center and End; a State of Heart, and 
Conduct regulated by his Word and Spitit, can 
alone ſupport us in the Hour of Death; and avail 


us in the Day of Judgment. 45 
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O then fly, fly to CHRIST, before it be too 
late! Be wiſe, be inſtructed, ſaith your 0D, 
Serve the LORD with, Fear, and rejoice with Trem- 
bling, Kiſs the Sou, yield unto him religious Ado- 
ration, and Homage of Subjection, as to the 
eternal King: Be at Peace with him, 4% he be 
angry, and ye periſh from the Way, 'when his Wrath 
is kindled but a little: Bleſſed are all they that put 
their Tr uſt in HIM. "7x34 


This, O Reader! this, be aſſured; is a ſerious 
and very weighty Buſineſs. Hell and Heaven, 
Life and Death, Time-and Eternity, hang upon 
it. This World is but a temporary and, tranſient 
| Stage, whereon the two everlaſting Worlds are 
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1 — are 1 
Conſequence; muſt be decided?”* 1 NN had 2 
ſelf at Stake. Vou have not the Intereſt of a 
Mite's Value in any other Concern, Reprels 
then, O repreſs that Levity and Fluctuation of 
Spirit, which prevent your entering into a dug 
Attention to your everlaſting Concerns; and by 
which, arb MN , 


« Tho' Heay'n and Hell depend upon your Choice, 
A Butterfly comes 'croſs, and both are fled !” 


You ſtand upon the Brink! Let your Heart 
tremble and look upward ! If hitherto you have 
not CHRIST, you have Nothing but Guilt, Dark- 
neſs, and a fearful looking for of Judgment, and 
fiery Indignation, which ſhall: devour the ' Adverſa- 
ries,, Heb. x. 27. In the Univerſe there is no 
other Righteoulneſs found out for guilty Man, 
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than the Righteouſneſs of Ixsus. In the Uni- 
verſe there is no other Reſource, no other Salva- 
tion. If you neglect this, or do not experience 


Its juſtifying and ſanctifying Efficacy, you are 


undone for ever | 


Now, now is the acceptable Time. This is 
your Day of Grace and Salvation, O flight it 
not. Have Pity upon yourſelf, and attend, at 
leaſt from this Hour, to the Things that belong 
to your eternal Peace. Suffer no Conſideration, 
Creature or Thing, to deprive you of the infinite 
Good, which God your Saviour wills you to 
—— of, and which coſt bim his Blood and 

ife to procure, 


Dane: * e: it 18 therefore 
mak fEs0s CHRIST comes, and calls and preſſes 
Himſelf upon you. He comes to open the deaf 
Ears and blind Eyes of your Heart. He ſtands and 
knocks, without ceaſing, at the Gate thereof, Ves, 


All the Day long he meekly land. 

His Rebels to receive, ; 
Preſents his Side, and ſberus his Hands, 
5 And bids you turn and live? 

ome, and your Sins of deepeſt Dye 

He will with Bow, 227 f 
Even now he waits his Blood t' apply ; 

Be ſav'd, be fav'd by Grace, 


Behold his open Arms, extended on the Croſs, 


to receive your returning Soul! O, how does He 
that 


i- 


le 
at 
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that died for you, long to make you acquainted 
with the ſaving Benefits of his Redemption ! 
That you, his purchaſed.and beloved Soul, though 
dead, may be alive again; though loft, may be found: 
That you may prove, to your eternal Comfort, 
what too long you have accounted Fooliſhneſs 3 - 
CHRIST CRUCIFIED, THE POWER AND THE 
WisDoM. or Gop, 


Exn oF Tas Second DiscoURsB.. 
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THE 


CRUCIFIED JESUS, &c. 


DISCOURSE Tre THIRD. 


1 Cor. I, 23, 24. 


We Nr Chriſt crucified, to the Jews a Stumbling- 
black, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs : But unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt 
the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God, 


Wirt be as the Dew unto {/rael, ſaith the 
Loup. He ſhall grow up as the Lily, and 
caſt forth bis Roots as Lebanon. They that dwell 
under the Shadow of JEHOVAn, ſhall return to 
Zion : They ſhall revive as the Corn, and grow 
as the Vine, Their Branches ſhall ſpread, ang 
their Beauty be as the Olive Tree, and thei 
Smell as Lebanon. From ME is thy Fruit found.” 


So is the Fruitfulneſs and Progreſs of the Righ- 
teous, figuratively, but beautifully deſcribed by 
the Prophet Hleſea, together with the Source 
whence all our Bleſſings ſpring: From ME, ſaith 
our Gop, is thy Fruit found. ; 
H 5 Who 
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« Who is wiſe, continues the Prophet, and he 
ſhall underſtand theſe Things ? Prudent, and he 
ſhall know them? For the Ways of the Lorp 
are right, and the Juſt ſhall walk in them; but 
the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein.“ 


Agreeable to which Words of the Prophet, are 
thoſe of St Paul, We are unto Gob a ſweet 
Savour of CHR1sT, in them that are ſaved, and. 
in them that periſh : To the one we are (that is, 
the Goſpel is) the Savour of Death unto Death ; 
and to the other, the Savour of Life unto Life,” 


2 Cor. ii. 16. 


To the ſame Effect are the Words of our 
Lon p, Matt. xi. 25. I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lok D'of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid 
theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 
haſt revealed them to Babes.” He ſpeaks with 
Reference to the Caſe of the Cities of Chorazin, 
Bethſaida and Capernaum, where many of his 
mighty Works had been done in vain. The 
meaning ſeems to be — By the Glory of thy di- 
vine Majeſty I acknowledge thy fovereign Power, 
accompanied with Juſtice, Wifdom and Mercy: 
Becauſe thou haſt hid; that is, becauſe thou haſt 
tuffered theſe Things to be hid from Men, who 
are in other Reſpects wiſe and prudent, but who 
are puffed up with their own Wiſdom ; while 
thou haſt diſcovered them to ſuch as are of weak 
Underſtanding, and ignorant of almoſt every 
Thing beſide: Or, to thoſe who, though wiſe 
in other Matters, yet, renouncing their own, 
ſubmit themſelves to the Wiſdom of Gop, and 


receive the Kingdom of GoD as hittle Children. 
| Thus, 
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Thus, while JesUs crucified, was to the ſelf- 
righteous Fews a Stumbling-block, and to thelearn- 
ed Greeks Foaliſhneſs; true Believers, of every 
Name and Capacity, proved him to be the Power 
God, and the Wiſdom of God. . 


Which leads us to the Conſideration of the 
Third Particular in the Text, cantained in theſe : 
Words; But unto them which are called, bath Fetus 
and Greeks, Chrift the Power of Gad, and the Ii. 
dom of Gad. 


The Conduct of Men, with Reference to the 
Goſpel Call, or Meſſage; their Reception or Re- 
fuſal of it, is what is here intended by them which 
are called, and not the Nature of the Call or 
Offer itſelf, It has been ſhewn, that the whole 
Paſſage repreſents the general Proviſion, which 
the Goſpel makes for the whole World of Sinners, 
Theſe were all included under the common 
Names of Jews and Gentiles, The Generality of 
the former, were diſappointed in their expected 
Meſſiah, as not anſwering the groſs, miſtaken - 
Notions they had conceived of his Kingdom and 
Government: They were therefore offended in, 
fumbled at Him. The latter, who valued them- 
ſelves upon Learning and Politeneſs, accounted - 
the whole Affair an abſurd, ridiculous, and im- 
poſſible Thing, according to the Principles of 
their Philoſophy; and which none in.their Wits, 
they judged, would believe. But, though this was 
the Treatment IEsus and his glad Tidings met 
with from the Generality of them; yet among 
bath Jeus and Greeks, there were ſome who - 


embraced : 
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embraced H, and found the Goſpel-to be the 
Power of Gop to their Salvation. | 


The Miffion for the Publication of the glad 
Tidings to a ruined World, is as univerſal and 
extenſive as its Corruption, The Univerſality 
'of the gracious Invitation is repreſented by our 
Lord, under the Similitude or Compariſon of 
a King, who made a great Supper or Marriage- 
Feaſt, and invited a Number of Gueſts, When 
all was ready, he ſent his Servants, -to acquaint 
thoſe that were bidden, ſaying, Come, for all 

Things are now ready. But they made light of 

it, and pleaded their different Excuſes. Some 
fad, We cannot come; others ſaid, in Effect, 

We have Something elſe to do than mind our 

Salvation; and ſome, more abruptly and preſump- 

'tuouſly anſwered, We will not come. 


« Tdleneſs, Pleaſure, and Pride of Riches, 
are the Obſtacles with fome; Curioſity of the 
Mind and Senſes, Labour, Employment and 
Buſineſs, with others: The Luft of the Fleſh, 
too great a Fondneſs towards our Family, Plea- 
ſures, Diſorders, Exceſſes, domeſtic Affairs in 
general, are the Obſtacles with others. Some 
excuſe themſelves civily; and ſome declare 
bluntly, Ve cannot come. Some perifh by a 
more decent Refuſal of Mercy, and ſome by a 
more il|-bred and brutal Rejection thereof.“ 


Now when the Servants of this great King 
. returned, and ſhewed their Loxp the Treatment 
his Meſſage met with, he was diſpleaſed, and 
declared that they who were firſt bidden ſhould 
| | not 
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not taſte of his Supper. Go therefore, ſaid 
he to the Servants, into the Streets and Lanes of 
the City; into the Highways and Hedges, an 
bring in as many as ever you can find, that my. 
Houſe may be filled,” Matt. xxii. and Zuke xiv. 


A114} 2491 -3 
Be it, that the primary Meaning of the Para- 
ble is, To reprefent the Conduct of the Divine 
Wiſdom, with. reference to the Reception of the 
Gentiles into CaxR1sT's Church; and the rejecting 
the Jews for their Obſtinacy. Vet it inſtructs 
us in the Point in Hand, for which it is here in- 
troduced ; namely, that many who are called, do 
nevertheleſs, not-partake of the Benefits of, Re- 
demption, becauſe of their wilful Reſuſal; and 
that none are exempted, who wr: but come. 
Fhey were bidden, but rejected the Offer: Gop 
would; they would not. Thus many. are called, 
but few . choſen, 0 | 


Vea, Doth not Wiſdom: ery, and Under- 
ſtanding put forth her Voice? She ſtandeth in 
the Top of the high Places, by the Way, in the 
Places of the Paths. She crieth at the Gates, 
at the Entry of the City, at the coming in of 
the Doors;“ moſt openly, conſpicuouſly, and in- 
difcriminately : In the moſt frequented Places, on 
the moſt ordinary Occaſions, doth ſhe ſound in 
the Ears and Hearts of Sinners, Unto you, O 
Man I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of 
Men. Whoſo is ſimple, let him turn in hither : 
As for him that wanteth Underſtanding, ſhe 
faith to him, Come, eat of my Bread, and drink 
of the Wine which I have mingled. Forſake 
the Fooliſh and live, and go in the Way of Un- 

| derſtand- 


* 
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derſtanding. Turn at my Reproof : Behold, I: 


will pour out my Spirit upon you; I will make 


known my Words unto you. 


In ſuch mercifal Terms doth the Call of Gon 


to Sinners run, : 


e Proclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe 
In CrrrsT's Redemption, and that his Obedience, 
Imputed, becomes theirs by Faith, his Merits 
To ſave them, not their own. | 
Io the Croſs he nails our Enemies, 
The Law that was againſt us, and the Sins 


Ot all Mankind, with Him there crucified ; 


Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 
In his great Satisfaction. 
TheRanſom paid, which Man from Death redeems, 
His Death for Man, as many as offer'd Liſe 
Neglect not, and the Benefit embrace, 
By Faith not void of Works.“ 


Yes, our Gop hath left them without Excuſe, 
who deaf to his Voice, and loſt to all due Senſe 
:of their offered Mercies, reject and refuſe his gra- 
cious Invitations. 


How doth Go p expoſtulate the Cafe with 
Sinners! With what Bowels of Compaſſion, and 
melting Expreſſions, doth he repreſent the deſo- 
late Condition of his ancient Church. The 
Daughter of Zion is left as a Cottage in a Vine- 
yard, as a Lodge in a Garden of Cucumbers, as 
a beſieged City.” So it was in general; the Peo- 


ple of Go p were diminiſhed ; the godly Man 
ceaſed; and the Infection of Sin was Univerſal, 
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as to Individuals. From 'the Crown of the Head 


even to the Foot, there is no Soundneſs in it, faith 


the Prophet, but Wounds and Bruiſes, and putriſy- 


ing Sores : They have not been cloſed, neither bound 
up, neither mollified with Ointment. And yet they 
were inſenſible of all this. They were /et on 
Fire round about, yet knew it not; yea, burned, but 
they laid it not to Heart, 


Moreover, faith the Lord, ** Thou haſt made 
me to ſerve with thy Sins; thou haft wearied me 
with thine Iniquities. Hear, O Heavens, and 
give Ear, O Earth; for I have nouriſhed and 
brought up Children, but they have rebelled 


againſt me, Ab, ſinful Nation ! A People laden 


with Iniquity, a Seed of evil Doers, Children that 
are Corrupters; they have forſaken the Loxp; 
they have provoked the Holy One of T/frazl to 
Anger; they are gone away backward,” 


And yet, deplorable as their Caſe was, it was 
not_irremediable, Therefore the LoxD adds, 
« Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the Evil 
of 'your Doings from before mine Eyes : Ceaſe 
to 'do Evil, learn to do well, Seek Judgment, 
relieve the Oppreſſed, &c, Come now (ſuppoſing 
them to have taken the preceding Advice) and 
let us reaſon together, faith the Loxp : Though 
your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
Snow ; though they be red like Crimſon, they 
ſhall be as Wool. ir ye be willing and obedient, 

e ſhall eat the good of the Land. I, even I 
am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for 
mine own Name's Sake; and will not remember 


thy Sins.“ 
ä One 
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One may fill a Volume with gracious Decla- 
rations to the ſame Purpoſe, But theſe are ſuffi- 
». cient to ſhew, that our Gop has no Pleaſure in 
the Death of Sinners; and therefore he calls, ex- 
poſtulates with, warns, threatens, invites, and 
beſeecheth them, to ſeek, and accept of Grace 
and Salvation. If indeed, we will not regard 
his gracious Invitations; if Sinners will barden 
their Hearts, and, “ when they may, accept not 
Grace.” If they reſiſt the HoLy GHOST, and 
deſperately ruſh upon their own Ruin, their Blood 
will be upon their own Heads; and it is a righteous 
Thing with Gop, to render the Work of a Man 
unto him. i yu: .n | | 


._ _ Therefore, faith JEHovan.to ſuch, .** Becauſe 
I have called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched 
forth mine Hand (to embrace you) but ye have 
not regarded: Ye have ſet at Nought my Coun- 
$1, and would none of my Reproof.— Therefore 
I will laugh-at-your Calamity ; 1 will mock when 
our Fear cometh. When your Fear cometh as 
Deſolation, and your Leſtruction cometh as a 
Whirlwind (ſudden and impetuous;) when Diſ- 
treſs and Anguiſh cometh upon you: Then ſhall 
they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; they 
Fan ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me. 
or that they hated Knowledge, and did not 
chooſe the Fear of the Lon D: They would none 
of my Counſel, and deſpiſed all my Reproofs. 
Therefore ſhall they eat of the Fruit of their own. 
Way, and be filled with their. own Devices,” 
Prov. i. | | 
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If there be any Meaning in Words then ; and 
if we believe Gop ſincere in what he ſays, we 
muſt infer from theſe Paſſages in the Old Teſta» 
ment, and from the repeated Invitations and 
Threatenings of our Lo& p, and his Apoſtles, 
that by the Called in the Text, and by ſeveral 
equivalent Expreſſions in holy Scripture, is not 
meant, any diſtinguiſhing Choice of ſome Per- 
ſons to Salvation, to the Excluſion of any others 
from the like Benefit, 


The very Perſons to whom CnRIS＋H crucified 


1 withe- - Colm khlinge black ; 
equally intitled to Bleſſings t 705 iſ2neh, xs 


thoſe, who, believing, find Him the Power and 
the Wiſdom of God: They are Odjects of the Goſ- 
pel Proviſion; the Purchaſe of the Blood. of 
CHR1sT; and periſh, if they periſh, only becauſe 
they will not have this Man to reign over them, 
They love Darkneſs rather than Light; Sin ra- 
ther than Righteouſneſs ; they reſiſt the Light 
of God's holy Word and Spirit; and thrs is their 
Condemnation, Kh tene 


Becauſe of Unbelief, the tumbling Jews were 
broken off, and thou (every juſtified Sinner) 
ſtandeſt by Faith. Be not high - minded, bat 
fear. For, if Gop ſpared not the natural Branch- 
es, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. Behold 
therefore the Goodneſs, and Severity of Gop: 
On them which fell Severity ; but towards thee 
Goodneſs, if thou continue in his Goodneſs : 
Otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. And they 
alſo, if they abide not ſtill in Unbelief, ſhall be 
grafted into CHRIST, Rom. xi. 20, 23, A 
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It is to this Effect, that our Milton ſings the 
. Goodneſs of the Lox n: 


6 — All ſhall hear me call, and oft be warn'd 
Their ſinful State, and to appeaſe betimes 

Th' incenſed Deity, while offer'd Grace 
| Invites ; for I will clear their Senſes dark, 
What may ſuffice; and ſoften ſtony Hearts, 
To pray, repent, and bring Obedience due. 

To Prayer, Repentance, and Obedience due, 
Though but endeavour'd with fincere Intent, 
Mine Ear ſhall not be ſlow, mine Eye not ſhut; 


. N T rid: 
Nad cen Wehe r they will bear, 


MAI afcr Light well-us'd they thall attain, 
And, to the End perſiſting, ſafe arrive. 

This my long Sufferance and: my Day of Grace, 
They who neglect and ſrorn, ſhall never tafte ; 
But hard be harden d, blind be blinded more, 
And none but ſuch from Mercy I exclude “.“ 


By them that are called, in the Text, it ſeems 
are meant, the ſame with thoſe in the 18th Verſe, 
whom the Apoſtle ſtiles, us who are ſaved, The 
Paſſages are nearly parallel. The Preaching 
of the Croſs (which is equiyalent with CHAIS 
crucified) is to them that periſh, (that is Unbe- 
Leuers, the ſame with thoſe who fumble at CHrIsT) 
Fooliſhneſs: But, unto us, who are ſaved, that 
is believe, it is the Power of Gop.“ The Meaning 
then ſeems to be—As the Preaching of the Gol- 
pel; the Doctrine of Salvation, through the Suf- 
ferings of JesUs Ch, and thoſe divine Truths 
connected therewith, is, to ſome People (as 14 

| merly 
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merly to the Jews, the then religious Part of the 
World, and a Greeks, the "hiloſopbical Part,) 
Matter of Offence, and reputed Folly; as not 
falling in with their ary = Syſtems, or agree- 
ing with their boaſted Wiſdom and Learning; 
and therefore accounted a mere Riddle of Ab- 
ſurdity : Nevertheleſs, thoſe who believe the Re- 
port; who embrace it, and give up themſelves to 
its efficacious Influence, whether Jews or Greeks, 
find it the beſt Thing in the World: They eſteem 
the whole Affair as the higheſt Diſplay of divine 
Wiſdom, in the Oeconomy of Salvation, and 
the moſt powerful Exertion thereof, for the Re- 
cavery of a ruined World. | 

nes UI INC Law, 
2 Gr Saviour's Time, rejected the Council of Gad 
agein/i themſelves 5 nevertheleſs, Wiſdom was then, 
and ſtill i, ju/tified of ber Children, Matt. xi. 19. 
The Religion of IEsus, in all the Branches and 
Duties of it, and the various Methods which 
God makes uſe of to reclaim the Rebellious, is 
owned and acknowledged to be full of Wiſdom, 
Holineſs and Equity; and alſo vindicated from 
the Cavils l Imputations of Men. 


Unto them that are called, both Jews and G reeks, 
CHRIST the Power and the Wiſdom of Gop. 


Power and Wiſdom, are oppoſed to a Stumbling- 
block and Fooliſbneſs: The former reſpecting the 
Jews ; the latter the Greeks: For ſo the Goſpel 
appeared to thoſe of each, as were truly converted 
thereby. The Grace of CHRIST, working ef- 
fectually in the Hearts of the Jews, removes their 
Prejudices, 
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Prejudices, and ſubjects their Underſtanding, 

Will and Affections, to the benign Reign of the 

Crofs, They then diſcern, that their former 
Notions of a powerful 1 e who fhould van- 

quiſh Armies, demoliſh ities, and eſtabliſh a 
victorious, external State of Things among (t 

them, was not, in Reality, what their greateſt 

Needs required : But one, who by his holy and 
internal Qperations, ſhould refeue their Souls 
from the Tyranny of the Devil, and the Domi- 
nion of their Corruptions, and reſtore them to 
the Liberty of the Sons of Ged. The falſe Notions 
of Power whict they had entertained, are now 
I-Bgyed. _ They diſcern, admire, and adore the 
than in all the Atchievements ot tnt ra. dnοre 
the Earth, the Victories of Conquerors; yea, 
than could poſſibly be brought to paſs, by all the 
united Force of Earth and Hell. 


The converted Greeks; in like manner, to 
whom formerly the whole Affair of Salvation ap- 
peared a mere Compoſition of Abſurdities, now 
diſcover ſuch Diſplays of infinite Wiſdom, in 

| concerting the whole Plan of Redemption, as 
| render all their former Reſearches and boaſted 
| Science, in compatiſon, mere Emptinefs and Folly : | 
3 And, that which before they reputed the very 
| Quinteſſence of Weakneſs and Ignorance, is now 
with them the very Depth of Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding. The Cauſe of Stumbling and Enmit 
being removed from within ; the carnal Mind, 
and unbelieving Heart, which the Goſpel itſelf 
effects, the Soul, as it were, by a Divine Necef- 
fity, adheres to CHRIST alone, It diſcerns all 
| Lovelineſs, 


of. 
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Lovelineſs, Wiſdom, Power, Riches, Excellence: 
and Glory, centring in Him; and longs for No- 
thing fo much, as to ſee the glorious Victory of 
the Croſs ſpread through all the Heart and Life. 


CarisT, conſidered in his Divine Nature, is 
the Gon of Power and Viſdem. He is the Los 
of GLORY „e GREAT GoD over all, bleſſed for 
ever; JEHOVAH, our Righteouſneſs. He is our 

Creator and Almighty, Judge, and not a Property. 
or Quality of the Divine Nature, as, in another 
Senſe, are Wiſdom and Power in Gob. As our 
Mediator, all Power in Heaven and Earth is com- 
mitted to Him, He doth whatſoever pleaſeth 
him, among the Armies of Heaven, and the In- 
habitants of this World. By the Word of his, 
Power all Things were created, and are yet up- 
held in Being. Angels and Autborities, hrones 
and Dominions, Principalities and Powers, are 
ſobject unto Him! To Him every Knee ſhall 
bow (voluntarily or by Conſtraint) and every 
Tongue ſhall confeſs Him to be the LorD, unte 


the Glory of Gop the Father, 


He is the eternal and eſſential Wiſdom of Gon: 
By whom, He Mabliſbed the Heavens and founded 
the Eartb., It was this Viſdim, whom JEHovan. 
poſſe ffed from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, or ever 
' the Barth was, He was ſet up; he was anointed 

from Everlaſling, before all Worlds, to be the Per- 
ſon, by whom the Father reſolved to do all his 
Works; to create, uphold, govern, judge, re- 
deem, and ſave the, World. * Him dwells 211 | 
the Treaſures of Wien and Knowledge and, 


by 
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by his Teaching alone, Sinners are made wiſe to 
Salvation, | 


The two Natures of CHRIS, were ſo knit by 
a myſterious Union, in oxe Perſon, that though 
ſuch Union was neceſſary to conſtitute him our 
Mediator; yet he is ſometimes denominated from 
one, ſometimes from the other. Some Things 
are ſpoken of him, which can be underſtood only 
of Gop, and fome which are proper only to mor- 
tal Man; by what is called the Communication 
of Properties between the divine and human Na- 
ture, | 


From the Nativity of our Lok p to his Death, 
the Divinity and Humanity did ſo communicate 
in Effects, that no great Action paſſed, but it 
was like the Sun ſhining through a Cloud, or the 
moſt lovely Object, with a thin Veil drawn over 
it; they gave Illuſtration and Beauty to each 


The Holy Jzsus was born a tender and a cry- 
ing Infant, but is adored by the Magi as a King 
by the Angels as their Gon, He is circumciſed 
as a Man; but a Name is given to him, to ſig- 
nify him to be the Saviour of the World. He 
flies into Egypt like a diſtreſſed Child, under the 
Conduct of his helpleſs Parents; but, as ſoon as 
he enters the Country, the Idols fall down and 
and confeſs his true Divinity, He is preſented 
in the Temple as the Son of Man; but by Simeon 
and Anna, he is celebrated with divine Praiſes, 
for the Meſſiab, the Son of Gop. He is baptized 
in Jordan, as a Sinner; but the HoLy Ghost 

deſcending 


to return, 


” Wo _— | PE 
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deſcending upon him, proclaimed him to be the 
Well-beloved of Go b. He is hungry in the 
Deſert as a Man ; but ſuſtained his Body without 
Meat or Drink for forty Days together, by the 
Power of his Divinity: There he is tempted of 
Satan, as a. weak Man; but the Angels of Light 
miniſter to him as their ſupreme Loxp. 


A little before his Death, when he was to 
take upon him all the Affronts, Miſeries, and 
Diſtreſſes of the moſt miſerable, he receives Teſ- 
timonies from above: For he was transfigured 
upon Mount Tabor, entered triumphantly into 

eruſalem, and had the Acclamations of the People. 

hen he was dying, he darkened the Sun; when 
he was dead, he opened the Sepulchres ; when 
he was faſt nailed to the Croſs, he made the 
Earth to tremble; and extorted from his Adver- 
ſafies a Confeſſion, which is the Sum of theſe 
Obſervations : Truly this was the Son of God, But 


* 


Cur1sT crucified, the Gop-Man, Mediator, 
our Propitiation or atoning Sacrifice, the Power 
and the Wiſdom of God, offecing himſelf for our 
Sins, implies thus much, That in CyrIsT's Per- 
ſon, Offices, Actions, Word, and Kingdom, 
Go manifeſts unto Men, and communicates 
unto them, the Effects of his ſovereign Wiſdom 
and Power; oppoſite to the Grecians worldly 
Knowledge, and to the Signs required by the 
Jews. In other Words, the whole redeeming 
Plan, exhibits the moſt glorious, moſt — 
moſt wiſe Exertion of divine Love and Strength, 
for the Recovery of a ruined World from * 


W 
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Loſs, Let us conſider this, Firſt in general, and 
then more particularly, 


' When Gop created Man, he made him in 
his own Image; endued his Soul with ſuch Powers 
and PerfeCtions, as bore the ſtrongeſt Reſemblance, 
which ſuch a Creature was capable of, to thoſe 
in his Creator. He was upright, immaculate, 
and Lord of this lower Creation: All was given 
unto him. Heavenly Wiſdom ſhone bright-in 
his Underſtanding ; he knew no Will, but that 
of his Creator ; his AﬀeCtions were all ſweetly 
harmonized and centring in Gop ; Holineſs ſat 
enthroned in his Heart. Gop, who had made 
him thus perfect, and placed him in the midſt of 
conſummate Felicity, gave him a Law; with a 
Penalty annexed, in Caſe of Diſobedience. 


This Tacred Law, our Forefather Adam pre- 
W pag broke, by which he involved himſelf 
and all his Poſterity in the Puniſhment threatened 


to his Diſobedience, O! what a Change then 


took Place! From what Heights of Perfection, 
to what Depths of Degeneracy did he fall! Since 
that deſtructive Tranſgreſſion, all Fleſh has cor- 
rupted his Way ; every Man is become brutiſh 


in his D and, ſaith doſes, the Imagi- 


nation of the Thoughts of his Heart, is only evil 
continually, Our Iniquities ſeparated between us 
and our Gop, and our Sins hid his. Face from 
us, as from the moſt abominable Object: Like the 


Blood of Abel, they cried for Vengeance from 


Heaven, Vengeance and fiery Indignation was 
1 2 our 
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our expected Doom, and Death eternal, the 

Wages due to our Offences, er” 


We were utterly without Strength. The Devil 

rannized, over us, and, like a roaring Lion, 
ought the utter Deſtruction of the human Race, 
Our own Corruptions were as ſo many Fetters 
and Barriers, which rendered it impoſſible for us 
to return to Gop of ourſelves, make Satis- 
faction for our Provocations, or extricate ourſelves 
from the Abyſs of Woe. O wretched, wretched 
Man, if left in this State of Guile and Ruin! 
The buman Heart was entirely eftranged from 
its God ; à Sink of every foul Diſeaſe, and un- 
holy Temper. Miſery, conſummate Miſery, was 
our Portion; and greater Woe awaited us: 
When, Behold the Kindneſs and Love of Gop 
our Saviour towards Man appeared! We may 

read,” we may hear the ſounding of his Bowels, 
and of his Mercies towards us: ** I have ſeen, 
ſaid he, (as in the Caſe of enſlaved Z/rgel) I have 
ſeen the Affliction of my fallen Creatures: They 
have undone themſelves : They have immerſed 
themſelyes in an Ocean of Wretchedneſs; but 
in Mx is their Recovery. Satan has deceived, 
and, in deceiving, has deſtroyed them; yet, I 
will provide fbr then Reſtoration 
« Upheld' by Me, yet once more they ſhall ſtand 
On even Ground againſt their mortal Foe.” 


Wherewithal will the Lon p accompliſh. this 
Defign of his free, unmerited Goodneſs ? By the 
Blood of Bulls or of Goats, or of all the Cattle 

upon a thouſand _— 8 
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Can theſe afſuage the Wrath of God? _ +, 
Can theſe waſh out our guilty Stain? 
Rivers of Oil. or Seas of Blood ? 7 
Alas They, all muſt flaw in min. 


Contemptible to the laſt Degree, are ſuch 
beggarly Oblations ; only ſo far as they typity 
the all glorious Sacrifice, Was an Angel charged 
with this important Buſineſs, or the higheſt Se- 
_ raph bidden to interpoſe as the Repairer of our 
Breach? The Angels were abſolutely i 

of executing ſo great a Work, even though they 
had been willing; which, if a Poet's Imagination 
has any Weight, is doubtful, Amongſt the an- 
gelic Orders 3 N 1288 


———— * On Man's behalf 
Patron or Interceſſor none appear'd;  _ 
Much leſs that durſt upon bis own Head draw 
The deadly Forfeiture, and Ranſom ſet. 


But had they been willing, they were unequal 
to the Taſk. It required a far abler Agent to 
effect our Reconciliation. It muſt coſt infinitely 
more to redeem guilty Souls. Therefore the 
Gop of our Salvation laid Help upon One thet 
is Mighty. He appointed to the moſt arduous, 
important of Works, the moſt gloripus of all 
Beings. He appointed his own Son, | the. Bright» 
neſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
ſon, He that made us, comes to ſave us 


Behold then the Son of Gop, taking our Na- 
ture, that he may act as our Mediator. Admi- 
rable Conſtitution ! Full of Wonder, and 85 of 

| | | race \ 
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Grace | How joyful to the World of Sinners! 
The Work muſt infallibly proſper in ſuch Hands. 
Such a Surety cannot fail of ſucceeding in all 
he undertakes, How gracious in the Father! 
Cauld there be a ſtronger Aſſurance of his bound- 
leſs Grace, a more demonſtrative Proof, that he 
willeth not the Death of a Sinner, than to ſend 


the Son of his Boſom; the Son of his eternal 


Delight, dearer to him than all Worlds? How 
condeſcending in the Saviour] To have ſolicited 
for Favours to be conferred on unfinning Angels, 
would have been Condeſcenſion in Him; but 
leſs wonderful. For the greateft of Princes to 
change Condition with the vileſt of Slaves; te 
abdicate their Royalty, and die for their Rebels, 
is unprecedented amongft Men; yet the everlaſt- 
ing Potentate of Heaven, and univerſal Nature, 
undertakes a more humbling Office of F riendſhip, 


for a Race of abject — that dwell in Duſt, 


and were doomed to Hell. When we were Ene- 


mies, we were reconciled to God by the Dan 


of his Son.“ 
The Fuser reconciles us to himſelf by lay- 


| ing upon his Son the 1 of us all; by 14. 
mitting him to ſtand in our 


„and by exact- 
ing from him the Puniſhment which we bad in- 


curred, Gop redeems us from eternal Death, 
not only by the Humiliation, but by the Suffer 


ings of this Prince of Heaven; by Sufferings, the 
moſt ignominious, the moſt tormenting that Men 
or-Devils could inflict, 


10 ed the Father, ſaith St Paul, to l 
all s to himſelf, having made Peace by the 
1 2 Blood 
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| Blood of the Graſs, Becauſe we deſerved Shame 
the Lon D of Glory was numbered with Ma- 
leſactors, and loaded with Infamy, Becauſe 
we deſerved the Bitterneſs of Death, the Prince 
of Life endured the Pangs of Diſſolution, in their 
moſt racking Extremities. Becauſe we were 
obnoxious to the Curſe of the Law, therefore 
the ever bleſſed Is us delivered us from the Curſe 


Nene being made @ Curſe for us. Divine 
U 


ſtice is now not only ſatisſied; but awfully 
glorified by this aſtoniſhing Oblation. 


Here, the whole Deny is ſeen, 
VMWeor can a Creature gueſs : 
M biab of the Glories brighte/l ſhine, 

' The Fuſtice or the Grace. 


Here both the Power and the 7//:/dom of Gon 
are evidently diſplayed to Angels, Devils and 
Men, By this powerful Intervention between us 
and Ruin, the Power of the Devil, of Sin, of 
Death, of Hell, .is deſtroyed; and the Sinner's 
eſcaping endleſs Miſery fully provided for. Here 
isalſo br Wiſdem „ (even the 


I God in a Myſtery 
hidden i dam, which God ordained before the World 


* 


wito aur Glory, Let us purſue the delightful 


Theme: A Theme, chere Wi/dem and Compaſ- 
ſion join in their diuingſi Forms, | 


Look we for Power and Wiſdom ? To up- 
hold the Humanity of CHRIST, under all the 
ſtudied Cruelties of Men, under the inſatiate 
Rage of Devils, and the far more tremendous 
Curſe of the Divine Law : To conquer Sin, and 
Death, and Hcl), by a Perſon bound with vs 

F naile 
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mailed to a Tree, and crucified in Woakneſs : To * 
expiate, by one Offering, the innumerable Mil- 
lions of Crimes, committed by all the Race of 
Adam, from the Beginning to the End of Fime: 
Was not this Power? matchleſs Power? aſtoniſh- 
ing Power? * 3 | 


„ And, as for /#i/dom, how admirable was the 
Contrivance, which could harmonize the ſeem- 
'l, ingly oppoſite Claims of Mercy and Juſtice 3 and 
not only /atisfy each, but magnify both] Had 
Puniſhment been executed in all its Rigour on 
the Sinner's Perſon, Mercy had Joſt her amiable 
Honours. Had the Sinner been reſtored to Fa- 
vour, without any Penalties ſuſtained, either by 
himſelf or his Surety, Juſtice had been ſet aſide, 
as an inſignificant Attribute, Whereas, by our 
Los D's ſubſtituting himſelf in the Sinner's Stead, 
and by his expiatory Suffrrings; both ate mani - 
N fſeſted, and both are exalted, ' Therefore the 
Scripture affirms, that Gop hath not only exer- 
cifed, but absunded in Wiſdom and Prudence: Nay,, 
hath abounded in all Wiſdom and Prudence, by 
this Combination of righteous Vengeance and 
triumphant Grace: Which is at once ſo honour- 
able to himſelf, and ſo advantageous to Sinners,” 


Yes, (Let the broken in Heart rejoice !) Gop 
was in CHRIST, reconciling the World to himſelf, 
not tmputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. "He hath 
made HIN to be Sin for us, that is, a Sin- offering, that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in Him, 
oy is the Sum of Good to Man. This is, in 
brief, the Word of Reconciliation, whieha'Preach- 
er of CHRIS JEsUs, who would labour with 

1 3 Succeſs 
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Succeſs in bie Lonp's Vineyard, muſk evermore 


inſiſt upon, 


| ba You ate poſſibly of that Number; you have 
r do yet ſpeak in the Name of the 
OR 


p, and it may be, with little or no Succeſs, 
Confider the Reaſon, Have you not preached 
ſomething elſe befide JEs vs CHRIST? Have you 
had it ſtill in View, whenever you preached, to 
ſet Him, forth as evidently crucified before the 
People? You 1ieaſon well, it may be, have a 
graceful Delivery, teach the very Perſection of 
moral Virtue, and are generally reputed a good 


- Preacher: But after all your Pains, JzsUs CMA 


is as little known and loved as ever, And what 
is all beſide, when theſe are wanting? Is not 
this Life eternal, to know Jeſus Chrifi? And yet 


Jesus CHRIST is ſometimes hardly ſo much as 
named, in Diſcourſes which are called the Preach- 


ing of the Goſpel. Lok, how little art thou 
thought of, ſpoken of, loved! Great Gop ! awa- 
ken in this degenerate Age, a Spirit cf Devotion 
to thy Son, and cauſe him to be honoured in the 
Churches as he ought. | 


It may be truly ſaid, that “If ever a Refor- 
mation is produced, whether generally or on In- 
dividuals, -it muſt, under the Influence of the 
Eternal Spirit, be produced by the Doctrines of 
human Depravity, of free Grace, and Juſtifica- 
tion through Faith in the Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs of the crucified JesUus, Till theſe Doctrines 
are generally inculcated, the moſt eloquent Har- 


angues from the Pulpit, or the moſt correct Diſ- 


ſerta tions 
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fertations from the Preſs, will de no better than 
a pointleſs Arrow, vr a broken Bow. 


Can any Thing equal this Subject, for Depth 
and Sublimity? Who that conſiders it, with any 
tolerable Degree of Attention, can help diſcern- 
ing the admirable Contrivance of the Wiſdom of 
Gop for the Salvation of Man ! He makes his 
Son to be Sin for us, that we might be made 
Righteous, in or through him. Gop-Man be- 
comes, as one may fay, an univerſal Sinner, b 

loading himfelf with the Sins of the whole World. 
An univerfal Victim, by delivering himſelf up to 
Death, in the Stead of Sinners. An univerſal 
righteous Man, by including all true Righteouſ- 


neſs in his Perſon, and communicating it to Man 
from himſelf, | 


Vr all, N, Sheep, have gone aftray ; but the 


| Lord hath laid upon him the Iniquities of us all. 


The Blood of the Croſs, hath made Peace be- 
twixt GoD and Man, between Earth and Hea- 
ven. By this wonderful Means, we, who'were once 
afar off, are brought nigh ; reſtored to the Favour, 


and exalted to the Enjoyment of Gop. 


' Here Mercy and Truth- meet together, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Peace kiſs each other, The Juſtice and 


Mercy of Gop, are ſweetly harmonized and ex- 


alted. Still He is juſt, and yet the merciful Juſ- 
tifier of the Ungodly; of every conſcious Sinner, 
velreving in Jo. t run 

* x 4 4 c TE ' 'T% ' | 
Fur, ſays St Paul, all have finned, and come 
Hort of - the Glory of God; and are juſtified freely 
by 
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by his Grace, through the Redemption that is, in Jeſits 
Chri/l : Whom Ged beth, ſet forth to be pn Joe 
tion, through Faith in his Blud: to diclare, (or for 
a Demonſtration of) his \Righteonſnefs, for the Re- 
_ miſſion of Sins that are. paſt, through the Furbrar- 
ance of God. To declare,  ſay,. continues, the 
poſtle, his Righteouſneſs ; both his Juſtice and 
Mercy: That he might be iii; ſhewing, his Juſ- 
Ace on his own Son, and yet the Fu/t:fier. of him 
that beheveth in Tejus., <* The Attribute of Ju YI, 
tice, ſays the pious and elegant Hervey. on this 


* 


Paſſage, muſt be preſerved inviolate : And invio- 


£ 


late it is preſerved, if there was a real Iafliction 
of Puniſhment on , our Saviour. On this Plan, 
all the Attributes harmonize, every Attribute is 
glorified; and not one ſuperſeded; no, nor ſo 
much as clouded,” | 3! 1; 


O the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom 
and, Mercy of our Gop] TY 918K 


1 \ 
&« He. rather than his. Juſtice ſhould be ſtain'd, 
Did Rain the Croſs; and work of Wonders far 
The greateſt, that his deareſt. Son might bleed] 
Should Nan, more EXECRATE,, or BOAST, the 
Du N a 
Which rais'd ſuch Vengeance? Which ſuch Love | 
__. - .Inflam'd;. ... Nn d e. | 
O'er Guilt (how mountainous !) With out-ftretcht 
Arme, is 4 vb 45136 13 its 
Stern Ius r ICE, and ſoft mig Love embrace, 
Supporting in full Majeſty his L hrone, 


4 
8 


W hen ſeem'd its Majeſty to need Support, 
Or #at, or Man, inevitably. loft. 
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What, but the Fathomleſs of Thought Diebe, | 
Could labour ſuch Expedient from Deſpair, 131 
And reſcue both? Both reſcue both exact? 
O, how are both exalted by the Dee? A N 
The wondrous Deed ! nt 
A Wonder in Omnipotence ielelr! Vg 


A Myfitcry, no lefs to Gods ® than Men! * 


On the laſt cited Paſſage dom de pas, Fir al 
have ſinned, Cc. Rom. iii. 23—26. I muſt not 
comte a few Reffections, yon: 


W 


« Theſe Words 3 the Cnccbility of 
Chriſtian Righteouſneſs, How is Gor glorified 

in us, and we in Him ? By his Grace. What 

does his Grace work in us? True Hotineſs. 

Upon what Motives? Becauſe it pleaſes m. 

By whom does he give it us? By Jesus Curie, 

How has CHtivr obtained it for us? 1 ver 

us. What Price did he give * H. 

What does his Blood effect? It reconcites us to 

Gop. How is it applied ? By Faith, Who | 

ives us this Faith? Jesus CunieT himſelf: = 

or it applies his Blood to us, and is, notwith- ö 

ſtanding, the Fruit of his Blood. Who gave us 
that Vielin of Reconeiliation? Gon. hy did 
he chooſe theſe Means? To cenfound the falſe 

Righteouſneſs of the Gentiles, to aboliſn the figu- 
rative Righteouſneſs of the Jews, and to eftabliſh 
bis own. What does this Rightesufheſs per- 

form? It cleanſes and purifies the Heart from 

Sin. Whoſe Hearts does it cleanſe and purify? 9 

Thoſe of all People who receive it, and « even of F 

3 1 5 oy <1 alk 
* Meaning the Angels, who are ſometimes ſo called, | 
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All the righteous Perſons who lived in the four 
23 _ thouſand Years which preceded Chatsr. Why 
did God ſtay ſo long before he made his Rightzou/- 
neſs appear? To make it the more valued; to 
ſhew his Fidelity in the Performance of his Pro- 
miſes ; to make known the Virtue and Efficacy 
| of CuasT's Bled, which ſanctiſies the preſent, 
extends its Influence backward to the paſt, and 
3 forward to the future Ages. | 


+ Adoration, Thankſgiving, Love, and Truft in 
Tz8us Carirsy, are due from us on this Account. 
Our Treaſure is in Him: Our Heart ought to. 
be in Him alſo.” | | 


St Paul on, Where is Baaſling then ? 
it is excluded, by the Law of Faith; the Goſpel. 
Law, or Way of Salvation, which is brought. 10 
Light by the Goſpel. The Haughtineſs of Man is 
brought low, and all his goodly Fabrick, like 
2v Graſs, withered and conſumed before the Blaze 
8 of this bright Sun. The Wiſdom of Man be- 
| comes Fooliſhneſs with Gon. All human glory- 
ing is excluded, and Salvation is only aſcribed. 
ta: God and the Lam. 


- | As ſoon as theſe Things are truly experienced, | 

whether by Jew or Greek; the Offence of the ' 
Croſs ceaſes, The Abaſements of Gop, aſtoniſh, 
overpower, and rejoice the Heart. His ſtooping, 
to the Weakneſs of Infancy, is ſo much the more 
worthy to be adored, as it appears more unwor- 
thy; of bis Greatneſs and Glory. Rejected of 
Men, he borrows the Habitation of Beaſts, and 
wants a Place to lay his Head. 1 
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Loet human Pride bluſh as long as: it will, to 
have a Gap become an Infant of-a Day, of a 
Moment, reduced to the Confinement of ſwath- 
ing Clothes, to the Meanneſs of 'a Manger, to 
the Manſion of Beaſts ; to have recourſe to the 
Aſſiſtance of his Creatures, and to be refuſed by 
them }, It is the Chriſtian's Glory, that his God 
would do and fuffer all this for his Salvation ! It 
is his Honour to adore him, to own him for his 
King, and to pay him Homage, in all his States 
and Conditions, $693 10464110 YI 


Nothing can ſo effeRually ſtrike an enlightened 


Mind, or give ſo noble an Idea of the Greatneſs . 


and Wiſdom of Gop, as what relates to Jasus 
crucified. . It at once confounds our Pride, and 
relieves our Miſery, The Cartuption of the Sin- 
ner would have ſuch a Saviour, as ſhould comply 
with human Paſſions, and would fain go to God, 
by Ways conformable to thoſe of the World : 
But he finds the direct Contrary in CHa ISH and 
the Goſpel ;. and this, while the Heart is un- 
touched, is what -offendz. and keeps, them from: 


him, While Men are reſolyed tochnd; Fault and 


be offended, they will never want Occaſion. The 


moſt. ſacred -Things may be turned into Ridicule, 


and become Matter of Offence. ,% 


Religion is in reality ſo contrived by the ding 7 


Wiſdom, that every Thing. there in tends to make 


Gop known to the Childten of Faith 4 to tho 
who either do already, or ſinperely ſeek, to be- 


lieve ;, to edify them, and unite them to Jesvs 
CHRIST.; and, at the fame Time, to offend and 
confound the Wiſe, and the Lovers of the World: 

and 


— 
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aud to hide the Truth; amd even Gop himſelf, 
from fuck! as, having no other Eyes bur thoſs 
of Fleih and human Reaſon, nevertheleſs ſhut 
aut the true Ligbs of ' God's boly. ** 
„e rn — and bid in Fl lefh, vi 
aney, Humiliations, Sufferings and 
The Power of the Spirit of Cha sr, under cer- 
tuin Words, and conveyed to the Heart by Means 
— A nee diſproportionate th ſueh Ends; 
ooliſhaeſs of Preaching (1 Cor. i. 21.) the 
Simplicity of Prayer; the 22 of Saints, 


and Devotion of the Heart and Converſation to 


Gon: Theſe are what noutifh the Faith, and 
inſtame the Love of the Children of Gop 1 but 
increaſe the Infidelity, and diſguſt the Pride of 
the Pretenders. to mighty * 25 the Boaſtets 


of human) Sufficiency, 
H 


"The bleſſes Angels e even we moſt 
illointed among them, have made, and ſtil! 
ery of the Inearnation and Paſſion 

y thought themſelves happy, 
ir Ae advance the Glory of a new- 
thn Infant; and te adore Him, as their Gov. 
"They learn from this/Myftery to know Gop and 
his infinite Wiſdom, in fuch a Manner as is wor- 
thy of him, And ſhall Man diſdain this bleſſed 


Subject! 5 
4241 


ie tis who ene e e 
As a foul Blot from his diſhonour'd' Brow P $ 


n 


If Angels tremble; tis at fuch a Sight: 


FheW retch they quit, deſponding oftheir Charge, 


More ſtruck with Grief, or Wonder, who ante 
14 „ 0 


which human Pride is wont to ſplit: But it is 


the Power and Wiſdom of God, for the —_ | 


tion 105 all _ axons. 
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WE have thus far conſidered Cunzsr — 
or, in other Words, the whole Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation, as the wonderful Contrivance of Goo; a 
Diſplay both of his Power and Wiſdam, for the 
Recovery of the human Race from the Miſery 
in which we were involved; ſrom all the preſent 
and future Conſequences to our Souls, of the: 
Sin of Adam. In Effect, that o in Adam alf 
dia, fo m Obriſt are all made alrve; all ſhall riſe 


at the Reſurrection of the Dead; all are intitled 


through. CMA Is to Life. eternal — that] where 
Sin abounded, Grace hath much more era 77 


all Men to Condenmation ; even ſs, by tt 

5 of One, the free Gift canis upon 
Heaton of Life. — And that, as Sin hath:reiguddl 
unto Death, even ſo might Grace reign through Righ< 


— unto eternal Life, by Jeſus d our Lord. 
Thus fu, in general: Jt remains to 8. 


more particalarly, How] CHRIST crucified is to 
thoſe that are called; or believe, the Power and tb 
WWiſdem of God ? And this leads us to Confidera- 


Part of Religion, or 


tions on the 


the Application of the Merits of all CBg1gr did 


and ſuffered, to the Hearts of Individuals. 


* — 2 
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To the Jews indeed, who continue ſuch, and 

to the conceited Ræaſoner, this Wiſdom of Gop 
ſtill appears: Fooliſhneſs; It is a Rock, againſt. | 


For. 
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For, notwithſtanding the Sufficiency of Chriſt's | 


Sacrifice, for making Reæconcilioton for the World 
Tranſgreſſors ;- notwithſtanding the Validity of 
is Atonement, the Efficacy of his Blood;- and 

the Univerſality of his Love; yet, unless the 

Grace he hath» purchaſed. be made ours by per- 

ſonal. Application; unleſs we feel ourſelves actual 

delivered from the Guilt and Power of Sin, and 

poſſeſſed with holy, heavenly Tempers; all he 
hath done and ſuffered, will be no other than an 19 
Aggravation of the everlaſting Miſery of. the 


Din is as hateful to Gop as ever it was; nor 
can the Ungodly dwell with Him. In vain, 
therefore, do Men boaſt of Righteouſneſs and 
Salvation by CaRIsT, while they themſelves re- 
main the Servants e Corruption In vain do we. 
ſay, Loa p, Lok p, unlefs we de the Will of our: 
heavenly Father. What the beſt Medieines are 5 
to the Sick; what Food is to the Famiſhing, and 
Raiment to the Naked; theſe, . and much more, 
is CHRIST to needy Souls ; then truly advanta- 
geous, ' when applied, when enjoyed; and not. 


The prodigal Som reaſoned juſtly with him- 
ſelf, when he conſidered, 7, alas, periſh with Hun- 
ger, while there is: Bread enough and to ſpare in my 
Father's Houſe. L will ariſe therefore, and go: to- 
my Father, The Proviſion of his Father's 
Houſe would-have availed- him Nothing, bad he 
continued ſtarving, and periſhing amongſt Swine. 
He was then ruly profited by it, when his Na- 

kedneſs was covered, and his Hunger ſatisfied. 


In 
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In like Manner, the Benefits of Redemption be- 


come ours, when, conſcious of our W rerched- 


and 


of our Sins © 


neſs, we return to Go with ſelf lothin 
believe in CyrIsT for the Remiyſun 


When our Sins are really forgiven, our Perſons 


reconciled to Gop, and the Power of the Higheſt 


2 pon us. It is to thoſe ſenſible and internal 
&s of the Divine Power upon our own Souls, 


that we fhould chiefly attend; and to which what 
here follows principally relates. 


It is ſufficiently plain, both from the 
Scriptures, and the Experience of all who know 
themſelves, that the human Heart is deeply pol 
luted, and ſadly eſtranged from Gon: Neither 
has any Child of EOS ability of himſelf, by his 
own mere natural Powers, to turn to Go'p; 
much. leſs to change his own. Heart. Both the 


* 


Jewiſh and Heathen World, were ſenſible of this 


Corruption and Debility of the human Race; 
though the latter, eſpecially, were in the Dark 


concerning the Origin thereof. But neither the 


Law, which was given to the Former, nor the 
boaſted Science, on which many of the Heathens 
valued themſelves, and by which they ſought to 
know Go p, were ſufficient to produce that 
8 and Happineſs, which Man nung in 


As for the Law, it was added (ſu 
the Promiſe, that in Chriſt all Nations ſhauld. be 


bleſſed) becauſe of Tranſgreſſions ; to reſtrain; them, 
to diſcover the Horror of them, and to lead Men 


to 


ta ſeek, and earneſtly long for the promiſed Sa- 


viour, It was a Schoolmaſter to lead to CHRIS: 


'N 


6:0 


* 


7 
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4 "® jntende&to- train up the Jewiſh: Church for 


CHF, to point it to Him, as the End of every 
Fart of it. It could not of itfelf effect their 
Cute; it was tueat through the Fleſh ; the Cor- 
ofthe human Heart, overleaped its Mounds; 
me it ferved only to conſigu its Votaries to Pu- 
niſhmeat, unleſs releaſed and relieved: by ſome 
ather Means. 


Therefore was Law given them,. to evince 

Their natural Pravity, that when they ſee 

Law can diſcover Sin, but not remove, 

Save by thoſe ſhadowy Expiations weak, | 

The —— Bulls and Goats, they may con- 
eluds 

Somme Blood: more precious muſt be paid for Man, 

So Law appears imperfect, and but 

them, in af Dame. 


Up to a better — diſciplin'd ; | 

From —_ Fypes to be from Fleſ to 
{ pirit; 

From Impoſition of fri . to free 

Acceptance of lage Grace ; from ſervile Fear, 

REY Works of Law, to Works of Faith,” 


And, eo for ll the Refoarcher of: the Mente 
World, they only ſerved to ſhew their Folly and 


Wxtravagance, in ſeeking out the Almighty and 


the Way to Happineſs; and plainly demonſtrate- 


this Truth (true in this Senſe abſo) that there i: 


no Wiſdom or Counſel againſt the Lord, Hath not. 


ra rie 49-8 rams of this World? 1 Cor. 


. 
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. ö 5 
V., Power, and the Wiſdom of G OD 209 

Now, what the Law could. nat de; what the 


0 * IT 2 wi han wh. mn. * "i v1 
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united Contrivance of all Fleſh. one may | addy 
the, Skill and Strength of Angels united, could 
nat do, God hath done, ſending, his Son in the Like» 
neſs of Rn Fleþ, and by the Death of his Body 
on the Croſs, condemning Sin; ſentencing, it to 
Deſtruction; releaſing. the Sinner from its pre- 
vailing Power, and eſtabliſhing a Merit available 
for the Juſtification of all whom Sin had ren» 
dered guilty, and the Purification of our Souls 
from all Sin. ; me 


This is! the Fruit of the Paſſion of P&£vs. 
Nor is this all: He deſtroys the Power of Death 
Death is by ſo much texrible to human Nature, 
as Sin prevails in our Members. That Tyrant 
bas his Strength only ſrom the Dominion of Sin. 
The guilty therefore fear Death, with a Fear 
which hath Torment.” But to true Believers the 

ale is. otherwiſe ; their Sins being all fargiven 
through the Blood of CarrsT; to die is their 
greateſt Gain. To die to them is- but to ſleepy 
A gentle wafting to immortal Liſe. 


. . The Sting of Death. is. Sin, and the Strength of 
Cin it the 2 Now there being n. Lato againſt 
a righteous Aan, and. Believers in CHRIST being 
accounted. gighteous in or thr 
CHurIsT; conſequently Death has loſt his 
Strength as. to them. With holy Triumph may 
ſuch therefore exult and ſay, O Death, where's 
thy Sting  O Grave, where is thy Victory Duni 
be ta God who giveth us the Victory, through Elim 
who both deſtroyed the Power of Death, even our 
Lord Jesvs Curr! | - 
T e 
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i N CRUCIFIED JESUS, * 
- He alſo redsems us from the Power of the 
Grave. Jesus Cn, by his Reſurrection, 
bath given Aſſurance to all bis Members, that 
Death ſhall not have Dominion over them. B. 
' cauſe I live, ſaith he, ye Ball Aue alſo. And again, 
Father I will, that thoſe whom thou” haſ! given ms 
be with me where I am, that they may bebold my Glory, 
Se. Yes, All that are in their Grabes ſhall hear 
his Voice, and come forth; Fay to the Reſurreftion 
of Life, and ſome to the Reſurretticn of Damna- / 
tion. | ISS 


* 


Conſider we yet, more particularly, the In- 
fluence which the Goſpel hath upon the Hearts 
of Sinners; and the powerful Manner of its 
Operation, in order to effect this bleſſed Work, 
which fully demonſtrate the Power and the I 
| "as 11 


+ Firſt; as to the Influence which it Hath upot 
Sinners, that is, in ſhort, the whole World; it is 
in ſome Senſe univerſal. For, as all have ſinned; 
fo all, in a found Senſe, are advantaged, receive 
Bleſſings through the Appearing of the Son of 
* Go. His Grace enlighteneth every Man that 
eometh into the World. His Mediation obtains 
| for all that Goodneſs and Long-ſuffering of Gp, . * 
which is intended to lead Sinners to Repentance. 


1 But more particularly: The Subjection of the 
3 Underſtand ing, Will and Affections of Man, 
was reſerved for the Goſpel-Grace. This Grace 
was promiſed four thouſand Tears before the 
actual "appearing of G05 our Saviour: It ope- 

rated all that Time in every faithful vey etre 
" as exten 


* m7 * 
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extends its Influence backward. and forward, and 
is that alone by which cometl Salvation. 
* | + 4 266. a 
The Religion of Reaſon, or natural Religion, 
ſo called, and that preſcribed by the Law which 
the Jews had enjoined them for a Seaſon, that is, 
till the Seed ſhould come; found, and kept them, 
the Servants of Corruptian. The ſame may be 
ſaid of the mere formal Religion of Chriſtians, 
po called. It leaves the Heart juſt as it found it, 
and is conſiſtent enough with being dead in ys 
paſſes and Sins, A Sinner can hear Diſcour 
concerning Virtue and Vice, the Diguity of hu- 
man Nature, the moral Fitneſs of Things; the 
perſonal and ſocial Duties which neceſſarily ariſe 
from our Relation to Gon and each other. He 
may hear, and talk much and fluently on theſe 
Heads, and be at the ſame Time in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs and the Bond of Iniquity ; a Servant of 
i WY Sin; a Slave to his Corruptions. One may, 
with as much Succeſs, attempt to argue a Perſoa 
out of a Fever or Conſumption, as by cold Rea- 
ſonings of this Nature, ſtem the Torrent of Man's 
evil Concupiſcence, and turn the Bent of his de- 
generate Soul to Gop. | 


a Whereas, let but the- Goſpel take Place; let 
the Sinner have his Malignity detected; the _ 
Origin of his Maladies difcovered, their Num- 
ber (if that be poſſible) and Nature; let him be 
thoroughly informed, that ſuch is his Guilt and 
Weakneſs, that he is utterly unable to ſave him- 
ſelf : Let the Saviour be then ſet forth, evidently 
crucified before his Underſtanding and Heart: Let 
him be told the Truth plainly, as it is, that his 

| Creator 
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Creator was incarnate and bled for him, to reſcue 
his Soul from the Power of Sin, the Devil Death. 
and Hell: Let him know likewiſe, that the Bleſs- 
ings of Heaven are all freely given; that wheever 
comes to God, He will in no wife caft out. 


This Werd of Gop; this Meſſage, which the 
Goſpel” alone brings to the Ears of Sinners, is 
guict and powerful, and fharper than a two- edged 
Stoord, piercing to the dividing aſunder, even of Soul 
and' Spirit, and of the Foints and Marrow, It is 
like a Hammer that breaketh the Rocks in Pieces. 
Fr flays the Sinner; lays open his Heart; begets 
im him true Penitency, Hungerings and Thirſt- 
ings after Righteouſneſs, even that Righteouſneſs 

ch is of God, by Faith in Feſus Chriſt: it 
makes the Sinner eſteem al} bis own Rjghteouſ= 
neſs as filthy Rags; and to count all Things but 
as Dung and Drofs, tn Compariſon of the Excellency 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus the Lord. Such 
the bleſſed Influence of the glorious Goſpel, 
and after fuch Manner doth: it operate upon. the 
Minds of the Children of Men. 


But neither is this all : IE Sus crucified binds 
2, as well as breaks the Sinner's Heart, We 
are firft confounded and afhamed before bim. 
We fee, we feel our Wretchedneſs. His Wounds 
wound us. The broken-bearted Sinner ſighs to 
his GopD, crucified for his Salvation; he pours. 
out his Soul in Words, in Sighs, and many a 


27 * — — ** 


The Power, and the Wiſdom of GOD. 213 


Aacept, all. gracious as thou art, Fad 
Accept @ mournful Sinner's Heart, | 
Abo pour my Tears before my God, _.* 
As a poor Vidtim daes his Blood, | 


2 — * _ 


— 


Then flow forth the living, healing Waters of 
the Goſpel, whoſe reviving Meſſage is as follows, 
„Hol every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
Waters. —— unto me, all ye that Labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. Be- 
lieve in the LoRD JESUS CHRIST, and thou 
{halt be ſaved. Let him that is athirſt come: 
Wheſoever will, let him take of the Water of 
Life freely, Him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wiſe caſt out. If any Man fin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Cnr1sT the Righ- 
teous, and he is the Propitiation for our Sins 
Gop is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs }, Les, 
ſaith the Lord, I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy Sins, for mine own Name's Sake. If any Man 

thirſt let him come to me and drink, He that 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out 
of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water ;” 
(alluding to Iſai. xliii. 3. Jae ii. 28. and many 
other Paſſages in the Old Teſtament) — He ſhall 
have within him continual Springs of Gtace and 

 Fruitfulneſs, of Peace and Happineſs, in virtue | 
of the Hol GrosT's in- dwelling Preſence and 4 

tions; for this ſpake he of the Spirit 

which they that believe on him ſhould receive, 


' Encouraged by theſe, and ſuch-lilke gracious: 
Promiſes, which the Goſpel abounds with; and 


from the Verification of them, in numberleſs 
Inſtances, 
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Inſtances, the Soul of a diſconſolate Sinner, a 
r broken-hearted Mourner, takes Courage ta 
Rs his Gop. In vain do we ſeek, among 
the Creatures, or even from the bare Obſervance 
of moral and religious Duties, for ſomething to 
ſatisfy our Defires, and allay the Thirſt and 
Longings of the Soul for its true Reſt, Our 
Miſery continually increaſes, ſo long as we do 
not ſeek and come to JESUS CHRIST. Nor is it 
ſufficient that we are ſenſible how much we ſtand 
in need of CHRIsTHJ but we muſt ge to him by 
Faith ; we muſt partake, really and truly partake, 
of the wholeſom Waters of his Grace: We muſt 
draw them from our bleſſed Saviour's Fountains ; 
from his Promiſes, his Croſs, his ſacred Wounds ! 


But, I am unworthy to approach Him, 
may ſome one ſay, neither have I any Thing to 
draw with, and the Fountain is deep. I am a 
poor guilty Creature. O, did [ but know how 
to find Him] I am encouraged to come, and to 
Him I am reſolved to go: But, O! —Lorp, I 
am oppreſſed ! I know not what to ſay ! Behold, 
undertake for me.” Such a Soul is not far from 
the Kingdom of Gon. In this Situation he waits, 
in all the Ways Gop hath appointed, for that 
Power which burſts the Captive's Chains, and 


ſets the Priſoner free: He looks to Ixsus: 


All his Defires center in One: namely, Let me 
know Thee, that I may love Thee, O my much 
offended Goo. Reject me not from the Num- 
ber of thy Children, Heal me, O Gop of Mercy, 
for I have ſinned againſt Thee. And now, fince 


Sick 


* Ty, 


<. Sick of Folly, we relent ; be writes 
Our Names in Heav'n with that inverted Spear 


{A Spear deep'dipt in Blood 1) which pierc'd "Mr 


ii 
And open'd there a Font for all Mankind, 
W ho ſtrive, who combat Crimes, to drink and live,” 


The Cavuciried appears to the Heart! And 
the holy Spirit, cries in the Word, and whiſpers 
in a ſtill ſmall Voice within, Bebola the LAMB 
| A Gop, that taketh away the Sins of the Warld! 
he Soul is touched, is aſtoniſhed ; feels a 
Change; loves and rejoices! The Preflure is 
gone! The Peace of God ſucceeds, IEsus 


crucified. is all in all; and the Goſpel is felt to be 


the Power of God to Salvati'n to every one that 
thus believeib. Now, tbe Believer in CHRIST 
finds there is no Condemnation to him. He is 
paſſed from Death unto Life ; and, from both 
the Witneſs and Fruit of the Spirit of Gop, be 
humbly and n knows he is a Child of 


Go D. 


— 


Thus, 1 .as many as recejue Him. be giveth 55 
Power 10 become the Sons of Gon, euen to them 


that believe an his Name. Such are adopted into 
the Favour of Gov, and intitled to all the Benefits 
their elder Brother is Heir to; and of which, 
as their Earneſt, He is now in full Poſſeſſion. 
In the mean Time, enjoy the Privile 
in Party of this divine Adaption. The oly 
Spirit of GoD in. their Hearts aſcertains 
their Right, by virtue of the. Promiſe and the 
Blood of their Forerunner : They are ennobled, 
with al the Marks and Charafters of their high. 
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and holy Relation ; they are inveſted with Power 
over their Enemies, and anticipate their Heavy 
loving Gov, and walking in Obedience oa, 
Him. This is the Victory that overcometh, even 


eur Faith; and this Faith is the Gift of Gon by 
the Goſpel. 


From hence commences that ſpiritual and true 
Worſhip, "which the Father ſecketh. "Godlinefs in 
the Power of it, takes Place in the Soul; and 
Religion is no longer that merely formal, ſpirit- 
tefs, notional Thing, which it was formerly, and 
into which Multitudes of Chriſtians reſolve i it. 


It has indeed, its outward State, which con- 
| gal, in an aQual Compliance with, and Confor- 
mity to the Inſtitutions of Curtsr, i in the holy 
Scriptures: But it has its inward State likewiſe. 
It bas its true Seat in the Heart, and ſways by 
its Dictates all the F aculties of the Soul, and 
Members of the : And every Fug exter- 
nal is only in Order to this; to et; pre- 
ſerve and increaſe it. It is Richte 5, and 
| Peace, and Foy in the 'HoLy GHosr. This is 
that Kingdom of Gon, or true Religion, which 
ane ied e but in oer. 

* Our Goſpel, ſays he to the Taria, 
came not unto you in Word only, but alſo in 
power, and in the Horw Gnostr, and in much 
Aſſuranee: And ye became Followers of the 
Lon p.“ Elfewhere he deſcribes the internal State 
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Faith; that, being rooted and grounded in Love, 
they may be able to comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the Length, and Breadth, and Depth, 
and Height of the Love of Gop, which paſleth 
Knowledge ; exceeds all natural Comprehenſion, 
and that they might be filled with all the Fulneſs 


To the ſame Effect is the Apoſtle's Prayer 
for the Coloſſians ; ** We do not ceaſe to pray 
for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled 
'' with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding ; that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lok b, unto all pleaſing, c. 
ſtrengthened with all Might, according to his 
glorious Power,“, c. Agreeable to which apo- 
ſtolic Prayers, are the Deſcriptions in holy Scrip- 
ture of true Chriſtians ; as, that they are new 
Creatures, . riſen with CHRIST, by the Faith of 
the Operation of God's holy Spirit — have crucified 
the Fleſh, with the Aﬀettions and Deſires — walk 
in Newneſs of Life — Overcome the World — Have 
their Converſation in Heaven; their Life hid with 
CHrIsT in GoD; and know, that when CHRIST, 
who is their Life, ſhall appear, they ſhall alſo ap- 
pear with, him in Glory. 


From all which, it is eaſy to conceive the 
Nature of true Religion; that it is the Life of 
Gob in the Soul of Man; internal Union and 
Fellowſhip with Gop; Power over Sin, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: In a Word, 


the Image of Gop, re-inftamped upon the fallen 

Soul: It is Pardon, Holineſs, and Happineſs. 

| And thus, the Power, iſdom, and Happineſs, 
K which 
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which Man loſt in the fe Adam, are reſtored, 
to ſuch as believe in the Second, namely, IJEsus 


CHRIST. f 


&« So heav'nly Love doth outdo helliſh Hate, 
Giving to Death, and dying to redeem, 

So dearly to redeem what helliſh Hate 

So eaſily deſtroy'd, and til] deſtroys, 

In thoſe who, when they may, accept not Grace,” 


The Soul is now in its true Element. In 
God's Light, we ſee Light. Of his Fulneſs we 

receive, and Grace upon Grace. The Divine. 
Spirit effects a Union between the Souls of the 
Regenerate and Gop, reſembling that between 
a Tree and its Branches: So that, as the Branch 
bears Fruit by Virtue of its Union with, and Par- 
ticipation of the Sap and Fatneſs of the Root and 
Body of the Tree; the Believer, in like Manner, 
derives all his Strength and Fruitfulneſs from his 
Union with Jesus CHRIST, the Fountain of all 
Grace, and the Mode] of all Perfection: They , 
are one with him, as He is one with the Father : 
They are Ore Spirit, faith St Paul, with the 
Lox Db. This Union is productive of the deepeſt 
Humility, Purity and Love: It is a Fountain of 
Peace and Unity within, It is CRRIST living 
in us, ſubduing all Things to Himſelf. N - 


4 \ 


One who is thus united to Cyr1sT, takes his 
Eſtimate of every Thing from Conſiderations 
which have Reference thereto; and ſtrives with 
all his Might, that “ not a Motion, or a Word, 
ora Thought ſhould rife to grieve his Lord.” He 
enters into the trueSpirit of Chriſtianity; dies every 


Day 
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Day more and more to himſelf, and ſtrives, in every 


| Inſtance of his Conduct, to do not his own Will, 


but the Will of his heavenly Father. He is 


dead and alive; dead to Sin, alive to Gop: He 


knows by Experience, in Part, what thoſe deep 
Words mean, I am crucified with CurisT, 
nevertheleſs 1 live; yet not I, but CHRIS 
liveth in me; and the Life I live in the Fleſh, 
I live by the Faith of the Son of Gop, who 
loved me and gave himſelf for me:?“ He grows 
up into CHRIST his living Head, and prays con- 
tinually to be filled with the Fulneſs of GO p. 
The Strength of CHRIST reſts upon him; ſo that 
he is enabled to do the Will of Gop from the Heart. 
CHRIST ſtrengthens, ſettles, and eſtabliſhes him 
in the Grace of Gop, and fully demonſtrates his 
regal Office, his princely Authority over all ad- 
verſe Power. The Keys of Death and Hell are 


in the Hands of our Jesus : Under the Shadow of 


his Wings his Flock reſts in Safety ; nor are all 
the Powers of Earth and Hell, combined together, 


able to deſtroy the weakeſt Believer in CHRIST, 


while he truſts in his Lok b's Power, and flies to 
him for Protection. | 


He is our ſtrong Tower, whereta we may con- 
tinually reſort ; He is our Hiding-place { om the 
Wind, and Covert from the Tempeſt: As Rivers of 


Mater in a dry Place; as the Shadow of a great 


Rock in @ weary Land, He is the only Relief 
found out for all the Miſeries of Man, Yes, 
Jesvs is our Strength in Weakneſs, our Light in 
Darkneſs, Health in Sickneſs, our Comfort in 
Affliction, Riches in Poverty, Life in Death, 
Bliſs through Eternity |! 


K 2 | O that 
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O that all may ſcek and find 

Every Good in sus join d; 

O that every Soul may prove 

God, a pard'ning GoD of Love / 


I bom have I in Heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon Earth I deſire in Compariſon of Thee, 
is now the Language of thoſe who have found in 
Him their long-ſought Reſt. Their Days and 
Nights are all devoted to him. JFhether they 
eat or drink, or whatſoever they do, they do it in 
the Name of the Lok D JESUS CHRIST, 20 the 


Glory of Gop. 


And thus, in brief, is CHRIST CRUCIFIED to 
every one that is called, or ſaved, the Power of 
Gop; the Author, the Fountain, and the Prin- 
ciple of Religion, in the Power thereof. —Contri- 
tion of Spirit, Pardon of Sin, Victory over the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil ; Power to love 
Gop, and be devoted, without Reſerve, to his 
ſole Glory. O bleſled Liberty! Bleſſed Power. 
May all Hearts experience it, and every Tongue 
celebrate the Praiſes of our almighty Deliverer | 


Tt is all the Fruit of bis Cross, the Purchaſe 
of his invaluable Blood. All that ſeek, will af- 
ſuredly find it. It is all given freely. Sinners, 
conſcious guilty Sinners, are the proper Objects 
of this richeſt Grace and Mercy. The deeper 
our Senſe of Demerit is, the fitter we are to 
receive it : Since | | | 


c For Guilt, not Innocence, his Life he pour'd; 
Tis Guilt alone, can juſtify his Death; 1 
A | | or 
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Nor that, unleſs his Death can juſtify 
Relenting Guilt, in Heaven's indulgent Sight.“ 


Let, therefore, the Poor and the Needy, come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace; they ſhall obtain 
Mercy, and find Grace to- help in the Time of Need. 
And if the Lokn tarry, let them not, however, 
be diſcouraged; for he ſurely will come, come 


to their poor drooping Hearts, and will not tarry 


long. How ſhould he give thee up,. O thou af- 
flicted One! Who gave his Life, what Grace 
can he withhold !” Fear not. Thy GoDb will 
come and ſave thee. LorD !] make this the ac» 
ceptable Time; make this the Day of Salvation. 


And, as for thoſe who ſeek Him to be their 


utmoſt Saviour, O let them ſet no Limits to his 


Power to ſave. Know that whatſoever Goo 
hath promiſed, he is faithful and juſt to perform. 
And has he not promiſed, to cleanſe us from all 
our Filthineſs, and from all our Idols? Yes, 
ſaith our Gop,. I will ſprinkle clean Water upon 
you, and ye ſhall be clean: A new: Heart alſo will 
I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; 
and I will take away the flony Heart out of your 


) Fleſh, and I will give you: a Heart of Fleſh. And 


I will put my Spirit within you: Surely, nothing is 
impoſſible with God; and all Things are poſſible to 
bim that believeth. g 


It was to put away Sin, that JIEsus made a 
Sacrifice of himſelf; not only to acquit us from 
its Guilt, but likewiſe to ſave us from its Power. 
Surely, if one Drop: of CyrisT's Blood, has 
Merit enough in it to-atone for the Sins of the 

K 3 whole 
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whole World, the Rivers of it which flowed 
from his Heart, muſt be ſufficient to put an End 
to its Contagion, | ſpeak not of a notional, but 
an actual Freedom from Sin; not of vainglorious 
Pretenſions to People know not what; not of 
Salvation in Ford, but in Power ; not of high- 
boaſted, but lowly Things. The true Chriſtian 
Salvation, is, not only to be exempted from Pu- 
niſhment, by the Imputation of Ca r1sT's Righ- 
teouſneſs ; it is, beſide this, (which is, however, 
a good and glorious Degree) to be actually made 
, Tighteous : according to St John, He that doth 
Righteouſneſs, is righteous ; even as Ged it righteous, 


Be our Contagion never ſo univerſal ; be the 
Stains of Concupiſcence never ſo deep; be they 
numerous as the Hairs of our Head, numerous 
as the Stars of Heaven, numerous as the Sands 
upon the Sea-ſhore, the Blood of Jeſus Chrift —_ 
eth from them all, 1 John i. 7. This Blood, waſh- 
ing our filthy Hearts, makes them Habitations of 
Gow through his Spirit, He bore, faith St Peter, 
our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, that we, being 
dead to Sin, ſpould live unto Righteouſneſs. He is 
therefore ſaid not only to juſtify us by his Blood, 
Rom. v. 6. but alſo to ſan#ify the People of God 
with his own Blood, Heb. xiv. 12. The Will of 
God, faith St Paul, is your Sanctification. T'o the 
ſame Purpoſe are the Words of our LoxD himſelf, 
concerning his living Members; For ther Sakes 
1 ſaneiify myſelf, that they alfo might be ſan#tified ; 
that they all may be une, as thou Father art in HE, 
and I in Thee ; that they alſa may be one in us: I in 
| them, and Thou in me, that thry may be made perfect in 
One, John xvii. 19, 21, 2.3- 


It 
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It is the Power of Gop that bringeth theſe 
mighty 'Fhings to paſs. Who that knows, that 
loves the Lord Jesus, would not earneſtly defire 
to know and love him more. Who would not 
pray—LoRD, make me as thou wouldſt have me 
to be, Accompliſh in me all the Deſigns of thy 
Paſſion, Let me delight in, and enjoy thee as 
much as this frail State of Humanity admits. Let 
thy Humility, Patience, Purity and Power, be 
deeply engraven on my Heart Let me know 
and feel that I am Nothing, and can do Nothing 
without Thee. Do thou perfect thy Strength in 
Ae and enlarge my Soul with thy 

ercies unknown. Here I am, a poor helplefs 
Creature, a Sinner, whom thy unmerited Love 
hath juſtified, 


A Miracle of Grace and Sin, 
Pardon d, yet till, alas] unclean, 
3 Righteouſneſs is counted mine; 

will it in my Nature ſhine ! 


I am the Clay, Thou the Potter: Mould me 
then, O my Lok p, and faſhion me according to 
thine own Model. I truſt not to the Words of 
Men: But thy Word cannot fail. Fulfil in me 
then, O my God, all the good Pleaſure of thy 
Goodneſs, and the Mort of Faith with Power. 


Be this your Cry; the ſteady, perſevering Ten- 
dency and Purſuit of your Soul ; The Founda- 
tion ſtandeth ſure, however Men may change 
and Jesus CHRIST is the ſame Yeſterday, Ta-day, 
and for Ever. He is yours, and with him, all the 
Bleffings which Gon hath to give, O ſuffer 

- neither 
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neither your Underſtanding nor Heart, to make 
lght of, much leſs renounce, the rich, ample, 
free, and abundant Proviſion of your Father's 
Houſe, Diſpute not; but pray. Have reſpect, 
not to the Pretenſions of others; but to the 
Promiſes and Blood of your Saviour. His Trea- 
ſures are inexhauſtible; his Word is infallible, 
and his Power is almighty to fave. Open your 
Mouth wide, He ſaith, and I will fill it, Let the 
Counterfeits you may have met with, render the 11 
ſterling Good the more prized and precious to 
you. Falſhood but illuſtrates the Truth, and 
renders it doubly precious. And, doubt not, but 
firmly believe, that the Faithfulneſs and Truth 
of Gon, ſtand engaged to make you bleſt beyond 
all you have hitherto experienced ; yea, above 
all you are able to aſk or think, according to his 
Riches of Glory, by CHRISTH JEsvus. 


It is not neceſſary to the Purpoſe of this Diſ- N 
courſe, that we critically diſtinguiſh between the 
Terms Power and Wiſdom; particularly in the 
preſent Connexion, wherein they are conſidered, 
not ſo much as Qualities in CHRIST, as the Ef- 
ſects of his Grace in Us, For although Power 
and Wiſdom, in a natural Senſe, are very diſtin& 
Properties in Man, and are often found apart; | 
yet in a ſpiritual Senſe, as relating to the Victory 
which we obtain through CRHRISTH over our ſpi- 

 __ _ritual-Enemies, and the Conduct which is con- 
' ſequent therevpon, the one is neceſſarily implied 
in the other. | 


. Whom the Son of Gop maketh free, they are 
free indeed; actually, not notionally ; univerſally, 
1 not 


A 


* 
* 


* Fe 
| » YG. FRO" I COOGEE 
. TT TT 
_ AM T : 2 r 5 3 | 8 1 n £ 2 
* . 8 Bu "= 2. 4 2 x V,- 1 - Sd us 6 hs of « as. w 4 A 1 
7 EVE. \ A 1 8 & 4 ah — q * re 
1 ” by 4 Y > - " "pp 8 . * p oY p _ 
by 4 3 n A * 1 . 


» # a4. . ＋ 2 F--p 


The Power, and the Wiſdom of GOD. 225 


not partially, Being redeemed from the Hands 
of their Enemies, they are enabled to ſerve GoD 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs: They are 
wiſe unto Salvation; wiſe to depart from Evil; 
inſtructed in the divine Science of walking fo as 
to pleaſe Gon. This is Wiſdom; Viſdom worthy 
the Name, | 


©« Tho' richer than Peruvian Mines, 
And ſweeter than the ſweet ambroſial Hive, 
What is ſhe, but the Means of HAPPINESSI 
The precious End, which makes our Wiſdom wiſe, 
But, unobtain'd, than Folly more a Fool.” 


Conſidered with Reference to the Underſtand- 
ing and Prudence of the Children of Gop, there 
is indeed a vaſt Diſproportion, as to the Degrees 
of it amongſt them; a right Heart, not neceſſa- 
rily implying a clear Head, or ſtrong Judgment. 
Hence it is often ſeen, that Perſons of much In- 
tegrity GoD-ward, of good Converſation, and 
Piety of Living, act and ſpeak, in ſome Inſtances, 
much leſs judiciouſly than many, who have ap- 
2 leſs Knowledge and Love of Go p. 
Theſe are the ſole Reſult of the indwelling Grace 
of the Hor Grosr, of Faithfulneſs to his 
Teachings, and a conſtant Endeavour to pleaſe 
Gop; of which the moſt illiterate are as proper 
Subjects, as the moſt cultivated and piercing 
Geniuſes: Whereas, the formes depend much 
on Education, on Acquaintance with Men and 
Things, | 


One Man ſhall love Gop, delight and be 
bappy in him; and yet may not be capable 


to- 
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to define a Term, or obviate a fingle Propoſition 
in Divinity Another may explain every Thing, 
give Demonſtration for all he profeſles to believe, 
and feek it in every Thing he hears; and yet, 
be dead to Gop, devoted to the World, the 
Slave of his Luſts and Paſſions. This is Wiſdom in 
Man's Account; that, in the Account of Hea- 
ven: The former God approves; the World 
admire only the latter, and ridicule or explode 
all the Reſt. Therefore, ſaith an Apoſtle, F any 
Man will be wiſe, let him become a Fool, Yes, the 
Fear of the LorD, that is Wiſdom; and to depart 
from Evil, that is Underſtanding. Who, then is a 
wiſe Man, and endued with Knowledge ® He that 
out f 4 good Conver ſation /bews his Works, with 
Atehneſs of Wiſdom, James iii, 13. 


St Jams yet further diſtinguiſhes between what 
he calls the Wiſdom from beneath, and that which 
is from above, and deſcribes the Properties of both. 
The former has its Origin from Hell, and ope- 
rates by Means of Man's natural Corruption: It 
is ſebfiſh, envious, vainglorious; it is earthly, ſen- 
ſual, deviliſh. But the Wiſdom which is from 
above, which Heaven imparts and approves, is 
pure; it makes Men careful to avoid every De- 
filement by Sin and Error, and to adhere both to 
Fruth and Holineſs — Peaceable, which is conſe- 
quent on Purity; it implies Happineſs within, 
ant lays itfelf out for the Tranquility of others— 
It is gentle, foft, mild, yielding, not rigid: It 
bears with the Infirmities of others, forgives In- 
Juries, interprets all Things for the beſt; yea, 
. often recedes from its own Right, for Peace _ 
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It is eaſy to be intreated; to be perſuaded or 
convinced; not ſtubborn, ſour, moroſe—lt is full 
of Mercy; induces to pity the Afflicted, and ad- 
miniſters to their Neceſſities; Full of good Fruits; 
both in Heart and Converſation, It ſhews itſelf 
in Acts of Beneficence, Liberality, and whatever 
Offices of Humanity proceed from Mercy,—lt is 
without Partiality; loving all, without Reſpect of 
Perſons ; embracing all good Things, rejecting 
all Evil. — Vithout Hypocriſy, or counterfeiting ;. 
it is unfeigned, ſincere, acting in all es in the 
Sight of Gop. 3 "rears 32 4 


It is evident, that St James's Account of H3/- 
dum, and the Deſcription St Paul gives of Lee, 
in his. firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, exactly 
agree. Each may be conſidered, not as relating 
to one ſingle Grace or Property of the New Man ; 
but as ſummarily comprifing the Whole of ge- 
nuine, pure, — undefiled Religion. 


If we muſt, however, diſtinguiſh between the 
Terms Power, and Miſdam, as relating to the 
Operations of Gop upon the Soul; the former 
may mean, the Inward Principle, or State of 
Heart, which the Power of Gon effects in Be- 
lierers: The latter, the Whole of their outward 
Deportment; their Carriage and Behaviour, with * 
Reference toGoD,theirNeighbour and themſelves. 


Jesus CHrisT is made of Gop unto us this 
Miſdam. All the Treaſures of jt are concentred 
in Him; and from his Fulneſs it is that we de- 
rwe it. All the Syſtems of moral Pbiloſophy, 
vrhich the Wiſdom of Man ever . = 

inſu 
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inſufficient to effect it. It was reſerved wholly 
for the Goſpel Grace; and from thence alone it 
can be had, 


The Devil firſt ſeduced the Mother of human 
Kind to eat the forbidden Fruit, with this Argu- 
ment, GoDÞ doth know, that in the Day ye 
Eat thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be opened; 
and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil. 
And when the Woman ſaw that it was a Tree to 
be deſired, to make one wiſe, ſhe took of the 
Fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alſo unto 
her Huſband with her, and he did eat.” — They 
eat and died, They then knew that they were 
naked indeed. O what a Change was there! 
The Fountain now corrupted, poured forth its 
noxious Streams all around, A Deluge of Igno- 
rance and Miſery overſpread the Soul of Adam, 
and. from him tranſmitted themſelves to all his 
Pofterity, The Ford, the Power, the Wiſdom- 
of Gop, could alone ſubvert the malicious De- 
ſigns of the Adverſary, and reſtore Man to his 
Poſſe ſſion of Hiſdem, of Gov. He undertook. 
the Work; He accompliſhes it. | 
« He from thick Films doth purge the viſual Ray, 
And on the ſightleſs Eye-balls pours the Day.” 


He enlightens the Underſtanding of Man, is 
Himlelf the true Light of the Heart: His Divine 
Rays, ſpread Day, and Heaven, and Happineſs 
throughout the benighted Mind, and ſhew us, 
in Mercy and Truth, what the firſt Adam, through 
the Malice and Lies of the Devil, had inſinuated 

to him, concerning the interdicted Tree; that if: 

| . We: 
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we would be truly wiſe, we muſt put forth. the 
Hand of Faith, and take of the Fruit of this di- 
vine Branch; which is for the Healing of the 
Nations. - 


% 


O the Depth of the Viſdom of Gor! In 
Thee, O JEsus, are hid all the Treaſures of it! 
(Col. ii. 3.) Thou art Gob, only wiſe, (1 Tim. i. 
17.) Thou art the wiſe Gob our Sawour, (Jude 
25.) Thou giveſt that Wiſdom, which prepares 
us for {ſhining as the Firmament, (Dan. xii. 3.) 
and being as the Angels in Glory! Enlighten my 
Heart; cure my Blindneſs ; ſcatter the Darkneſs ! 
Give me the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in 
the Knowledge of Thyſelf, I lack Wiſdom: I 
alſo alk it of Thee, who giveſt to all Men libe- 
rally, and upbraideth none. Let thy Word dwell 
richly in me in all Wiſdom, I am fooliſh and 
blind without Thee; nor can know any Thing 
otherwiſe, as I ought to know, My own Wiſdom 
hath perverted me. I would be now a Fool, that 
I may become wiſe. O Jesvs ! I commit myſelf 
to thy Management, Teach, direct, and diſpoſe 
of me, of all, for thy Glory! Thou art the 
Pawer,—T hou art the Wiſdom of Gob | Beco 
both to me. | 


| Theſe Bleflings are not the Property of one 
Nation or People, more than another. 'The 
Rejection of them alone, renders us guilty. Gop 
makes no Difference, All may come. All 
Things are ready for All, There is neither Few 
nor Greek, there is neither Bond nor Free, there is 
neither Male nor Female; but all are one in CHRIST. 
No one has greater Intereſt in him than another, 

on 
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on Account of his Nation, Sex, Condition, or 
the Like. © It was neceſſary, faith St Paul to the 
Jews, that the Word of Gop ſhould firſt have 
been ſpoken to you: But ſeeing ye put it away 
from you, (how poſſible, how common a Caſe !) 
and judge yourſelves unworthy of eternal Life, 
{GoDp grant it be not our Caſe) lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles ; for ſo hath the LoxD commanded us, 
ſaying, (Lai. xlix. 6.) | have ſet thee to be a Light 
to the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldeſt he for Salvation 
unto the Ends of the Earth, As xiii. 46, 47. 


We are of thoſe Gentiles on whom the Name of 
God ts called, who doth all thoſe Things, Ads 
xv. 17. Unto us is the Word of this Salvation 
ſent. O when ſhall we be obedient to the hea- 
venly Calling! LoxD, Thou haſt judged us wwor- 
thy of eternal Life : Suffer us not to judge ourſelves 
unworthy thereof, by putting it away from us; by 
refuſing to comply with the 8 Terms of 
it; that is, by continuing in Unbelief, and neg- 
lecting the Means of obtaining it. 


Izsus CHRIST willeth all Men to be ſaved, 
and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim, 
ii. 4 He gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, Ver. 6, 
He tafled Death for every Man, Heb. ii. 9. Hear 
it, ye broken in Heart! Hear it, ye tempted 
Mourners for God ! Fear not; only believe, 
Now plunge into the crimſon Sea! Riſe into the 
Life of Gor ! Here is Wiſdom. Let him that 
hath Undeſtanding conſider it. Let Men take 
Knowledge, that, by ſubmitting themſelves to 
Him, they ſhall give a better Proof of their Wiſ- 
dom, than by all the fine wrought Plots, and cun- 
8 | ning 
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ning Intrigues of worldly Policy, or by the moſt. 
acute Reaſonings of Philoſophy, "Theſe Things, 


indeed, caſt a dazzling, but deluſory Light; 
they puff up thoſe who have them, and make a 
Shew in the World: They are but for a — 


and then vaniſh into Air. 


After all, the true Wiſdom of Man, is to deny 
himſelf; to renounce his own Will: to become 
one of thoſe little Children, who, as ſuch, receive, 


in the Spirit of Poverty, the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven; to commit himſelf to the entire Direction, 
and ſole Diſpoſal of the crucified JesUs. This 
is Wiſdom in the Eſtimation of Gop, his holy 
Angels, and all truly good Men. It will ſtand ug 
in ſtead in that Day, when all our Thoughts periſh, 

— when the It and the Earth are no more, 
and one vaſt Eternity emboſoms the univerſal 
Race of Beings. 


We have now conſidered the Particulars pro- 
poſed in theſe Discouks ss. We have ſeen what 
was the main 2 of the Preaching of the 
Apoſtles; namely, CHrIsT CRUCIFIED. We 
have conſidered yh m in ſome of the Stages of his 
Life; but, particularly that of his Paſſion, ang 
endeavoured to ſet him forth as crucified . our 
Eyes, expiring in Agonies for human Crimes ! 
We have attended to the Sentiments and Carriage 
of Men with reference to his whole Proceſs, and 
moſt glorious Goſpel, To one Claſs, it was @ 
Stumbling-black, to another, Fooliſbneſs, But to a 
third, that is, to Believers, of every Age and 
Denomination, it is the moſt ſovereign Means of 


preſent and endleſs Happineſs, It is the ##7 dem 


and the Power of God, 


1 


%. 
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The Recapitulation of Particulars, I leave to 
yourſelves, It is Gop alone can apply, and make 
it eſfectual to the Purpoſes propoſed. To Him, 
therefore, the Whole is committed. I ſhall onl 
add a few Words to what has been ſaid, to thoſe 
who have already experienced I Es us crucified, to 
be indeed the Power and the //7/dom of Gop. 


And, let all ſuch give Glory to their Deliver- 
er; to JEsus, the univerſal Friend of Human 
Kind, who hath redeemed us to Gon by his own 
Blood : Who alone | 


bs —— brings back, 
Thro' the World's Wilderneſs long wander'd Man, 
Safe, to eternal Paradiſe and Reſt!” 


Let them never forget the Miſery from which 
He hath reſcued them, and the momentary Need 
they have of Him. Let them heartily, ſteadily, 
and univerſally renounce, diſtruſt, and make no 
Account of themſelves, other than to acknow- 
ledge his Benefits, ſubmit to his Government, 


and conform, with unreſerved Devotion, their 


Heart and Life to Him. Let thoſe Words of 
prays wer never be forgotten, J/ithout ME ye can 
Ae Nothing. And O, let theſe little Ones, the 
Simple of Heart, who are converted and become 
as little Children, admire and humbly adore the 
wonderful Oeconomy of his Kingdom; — That 
while the wiſe, the learned, the honourable, the 
nominal Chriſtians, and ſelf-righteous Phariſees, 
count themſelves unworthy of eternal Life, by 
rejecting the only poſſible Means thereto; they 
may find their happy Retreat, Aſylum and Hea- 
ven, already begun in the Wounds of the cRU- 
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